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KENT’S  ISLAND 
By  Russell  Leigh  Jackson 

On  the  May  mominf?  in  1635  when  the  little  band  of 
Enjjlishmen  who  were  to  settle  the  town  of  Newbury 
pushed  the  prow  of  the  Mary  &  J ohn  into  the  river  which 
was  to  bear  the  name  of  their  pastor,  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Parker,  and  finally  came  to  anchor  almost  within  the 
shadow  of  Oldtown  hill,  the  remnants  of  the  Quascacun- 
quens,  even  then  sadly  depleted  in  numbers,  were  holding 
their  last  pow-wows  on  the  highlands  in  the  vicinity.  The 
encroaching  civilization  even  a  decade  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Mayfloiver  had  begun  its  relentless  pressure  against  the 
aborigines  and  was  forcing  him  further  westward  away 
from  his  familiar  camping  grounds.  The  tribal  chiefs 
had  sensed  the  progress  of  the  invader  and  the  settlement  at 
Newbury  with  a  few  exceptions  was  to  be  spared  the  de¬ 
predations  of  the  redskin. 

Years  before  they  had  frequented  the  uplands  of  the 
county  and  had  dug  their  clams  and  shellfish  in  the  streams 
that  emptied  into  the  sea.  Oldtown  hill,  Indian  hill, 
Leigh’s  hill  bear  mute  evidence  today  that  the  redman 
once  camped  there. 

Had  the  Newbury  immigrants  allowed  their  bark  to 
float  a  short  distance  further  up  stream  they  might  have 
come  upon  a  rugged  yet  picturesque  tract  of  land  squat¬ 
ting  in  their  very  path  —  an  island  so  large  that  they 
could  not  have  seen  beyond  it  —  fertile  in  field,  rich  in 
grazing  land,  hilly  and  rough  in  terrain.  It  lay  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Great  and  Little  rivers.  It  bore  no  In¬ 
dian  name  of  record,  although  the  tribesmen  of  Masconomo 
who  camped  there  were  probably  able  to  identify 
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it  among  themselves.  It  came  during  the  next  generation 
to  be  known  as  Kent’s  Island  and  it  bears  that  name  today. 

Kent’s  Island  is  unique.  First,  because  it  was  one  of 
the  few  island  grants  made  to  a  single  family  during  the 
first  half  of  British  colonization  and  secondly  because  it 
was  probably  the  last  entailed  estate  in  Massachusetts  and 
perhaps  in  all  New  England. 

Grants  of  hundreds  of  acres  were  not  uncommon  in  the 
southern  colonies  where  the  grantees  were  in  many  in¬ 
stances  personal  friends  of  the  monarch  or  the  court,  but 
among  the  Puritans  the  custom  was  not  popular.  The 
man  who  was  singled  out  with  a  grant  of  a  hundred  acres 
of  land  was  outstanding  in  the  colony.  Either  he  was  a 
person  of  unusual  influence  or  of  sufficient  wealth  to  be 
able  to  purchase  the  land  and  employ  enough  men  to  till 
the  soil  and  make  the  grant  productive. 

The  family  which  was  to  come  into  possession  of  Kent’s 
Island  appears  in  Kewbury  in  the  persons  of  four  males 
bearing  the  name,  viz :  Richard,  Stephen,  brothers  and 
Richard,  Jr.,  and  James,  also  brothers. 

Just  what  the  relationship  of  Richard,  Sr.  and  Richard, 
Jr.  may  have  been  is  open  to  conjecture.  It  would,  at 
first,  appear  that  they  were  father  and  son,  yet  there  are 
circumstances  which  lay  this  supposition  open  to  question. 
First,  there  is  Richard  Kent,  Sr.’s  will,^  which  probated 
in  1654  makes  no  mention  of  a  son  Richard.  He  does  name 
a  son  John,  a  minor,  a  son-in-law,  John  Bishop  and  wife 
Emma,  and  also  Mary,  daughter  of  his  brother  Stephen. 
The  fact  that  Richard,  Jr.  and  James  are  ignored  makes 
it  doubtful  if  the  two  Richards  were  nearer  than  first 
cousins  or  possibly  uncle  and  nephew.  And  then  there  is 
the  fact  that  Richard,  Sr.  was  apparently  in  no  way  con¬ 
nected  with  the  island. 

All  four  of  these  male  Kents  arrived  in  Boston  in  1634, 
and  went  immediately  to  Ipswich  and  in  the  following 
May,  1635,  to  Kewbury.  Richard,  Sr.,  is  recorded  as  a 
freeman  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Newbury. 

The  decision  of  the  Parker-Woodbridge-Noyes  group  to 
push  further  north  from  Agawam  to  the  Quascacunquen 
resulted  in  the  settlement  of  Newbury  and  it  is  quite  note- 
1  Probate  court  records,  pg.  186-7. 
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worthy  that  many  of  the  Newbury  settlers  were  men  of 
means  and  position.  An  outstandin^f  example  is  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Henry  Sewall,  son  of  one  mayor  of  Coventry  and 
nephew  of  another,  in  the  party.  The  Dummers  were 
also  of  the  landed  gentry  in  England. 

The  Kents  were  apparently  of  substantial  middle-class 
stock,  capable  of  achievement.  Where  they  came  from  in 
England  is  shrouded  in  mystery.  It  has  been  ooniectured 
that  the  family  home  was  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  on  the 
strength  of  a  will  of  Nathaniel  Brading^  of  the  parish  of 
Grodsall  on  that  island  in  which  he  mentions  Richard  Kent 
of  Newbury  in  New  England  as  his  uncle.  Brading,  who 
was  then  in  the  island  of  Madagascar,  sets  forth  that  his 
uncle  had  promised  to  make  him  a  beneficiary  of  his  estate 
and  he  leaves  his  share  to  his  brothers  John  and  James. 
The  Richard  Kent  whom  Brading  mentions  is  obviously 
Richard,  Jr.,  for  we  find  in  1656  in  the  course  of  some 
litigation  mention  of  James  Brading  who  refers  to  Richard 
Kent,  Jr.,  as  his  uncle.  It  would  seem  more  logical  to  as¬ 
sume  that  they  came  from  the  ancient  county  of  Kent,  in 
southeastern  England,  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  Anglo-Saxon 
Britain  and  that  the  patronymic  developed  in  consequence 
of  their  residence  therein.  John  of  Kent  in  the  days  be¬ 
fore  the  conquest  could  quite  easily  have  become  John 
Kent  with  the  passage  of  the  years. 

Richard  Kent,  Sr.  was  a  maltster  and  owned  fish  weirs 
in  what  is  now  Newbury  port.  He  apparently  never  owned 
an  acre  of  the  island,  but  made  his  home  in  the  new  set¬ 
tlement  on  the  Merrimack.  The  last  line  of  his  will  is  in¬ 
teresting  in  that  he  directs  that  the  first  two  salmon  caught 
in  his  weirs  are  to  be  given  to  the  Reverend  James  Noyes 
and  the  Reverend  Ezekiel  Rogers  of  Rowley,  respectively. 

As  I  have  said,  the  first  mention  of  any  Kent  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  island  was  when  Richard  Kent,  Jr.,  was 
granted  under  date  of  Feb.  7,  1647®  “a  ffarme  lott  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  upland  and  meadow  on  an  island  over 
the  Little  River  and  about  it,  be  it  more  or  less”  .... 
several  other  lots  of  upland  and  marsh  making  in  all  about 
248  acres,  “bounded  with  ye  great  River  on  ye  South  &  South 

2  Kent  genealogy  (Briggs). 

3  History  of  Newbury  (John  James  Currier)  pg.  65. 
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West,  with  a  creeke  (issuing)  out  of  ye  greate  River  north¬ 
ward  &  ye  little  River  on  ye  East  &  a  creeke  issuing  out 
of  ye  said  little  River  Running  Westward  meeting  ye 
other  creeke  yt  Issued  out  of  ye  greate  River  within  thirty 
Rods  &  so  making  an  Hand.” 

At  that  time,  the  Indian  had  ceased  to  come  to  the  is¬ 
land  although  he  had  until  within  a  few  years  made  the 
lower  end  a  burial  place  for  his  dead.  There  are  today 
evidences  of  this  in  the  shell  heaps  which  may  be  found 
on  the  Parker  river  side  near  where  Little  river  joins  it.  A 
good  many  arrow  heads,  gouges,  chisels  and  pieces  of  pot¬ 
tery  have  been  dug  up  there,  some  as  recently  as  ten  years 
ago. 

It  is  not  definitely  known  whether  Richard  Kent  imme¬ 
diately  took  up  his  residence  on  the  island.  Probably  he 
did,  yet  for  some  reason  on  Sept.  29,  1654  he  leased^  the 
island  to  Launcelot  Granger  for  a  period  of  seven  years  for 
46  pounds  a  year.  Less  than  two  years  later  trouble  arose 
between  Kent  and  Granger  and  Kent  brought  action 
against  his  tenant  for  not  permitting  him  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  cattle,  etc.,  and  “for  not  performing  an  award.” 
Probably  Granger  was  in  arrears  on  his  rent. 

The  case  was  heard  in  the  Essex  Quarterly  session  Dec. 
2.3,  1656  and  James  Brading,  a  brother  of  the  Nathaniel 
of  Madagascar,  previously  mentioned,  was  one  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses  who  testified  that  Richard  Kent  and  his  servants 
went  over  to  his  farm  and  attempted  to  reclaim  his  prop¬ 
erty.  Apparently  Brading  had  lost  no  time  in  coming 
to  America  from  the  Isle  of  Wight.  In  any  event,  Rich¬ 
ard  Kent  returned  to  the  island.  He  became  one  of  the 
foremost  men  of  Newbury  and  was  among  the  richest.  He 
was  one  of  the  great  land-owners  and  in  addition  to  his 
Newbury  holdings,  he  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  the 
plantation  at  the  Merrimack  now  know  as  Salisbury. 

On  Nov.  30,  1652  he  was  chosen  with  Edward  Wood¬ 
man,  Lieut.  Robert  Pike  and  Nicholas  Noyes  a  committee 
for  managing  the  business  of  the  school,  and  in  1669  dur¬ 
ing  the  unfortunate  church  controversy  when  ^ome  of  the 
townspeople  turned  against  their  pastor,  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Parker,  he  is  found  on  the  Parker  side.  Mr.  Woodman 
4  Ipswich  Quarterly  Court  records,  Dec.  23,  1656,  vol.  II. 
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had  said  that  the  Reverend  John  Woodbridge  was  an  in¬ 
truder,  “brought  in  by  craft  &  subtilty  and  so  kept  in,  not 
withstanding  he  was  voated  out  twice,  that  Mr.  Parker  was 
an  apostate  and  backslider  from  the  truth”  and  would  set 
up  a  prelacy  and  have  more  power  than  the  pope  for  the 

pope  had  his  council  of  cardinals . ® 

Richard  Kent  also  was  appointed  to  act  in  the  pru¬ 
dential  affairs  of  the  town  for  one  year  in  1647  and  was 
selectman  in  1665-6-7-8.  He  showed  himself  to  be  of  a 
progressive  mind  insofaras  business  was  concerned  and 
in  1663  he  attempted  to  persuade  Thomas  Thurvill  to  set 
up  a  tannery  and  with  Henry  Short  was  appointed  to  look 
for  a  convenient  place  near  a  spring  so  that  Thurvill  might 
begin  operations.  Nothing  came  of  it,  however. 

In  1645  he  was  on  a  committee  to  procure  a  mill  on 
Little  river  and  Samuel  Scullard  whose  wife  was  a  rela¬ 
tive  (possibly  his  first  cousin)  was  encouraged  to  put  a 
mill  in  operation.  He  died  two  years  later  and  his  widow 
married  John  Bishop. 

This  mill  must  have  been  near  that  afterwards  owned 
by  John  Short  and  which  was  bought  by  Lieut.  Jeremiah 
Pearson  of  Rowley,  who  began  milling  operations  on  Lit¬ 
tle  river  where  Leigh’s  bridge  is  now  located  directly  at 
the  foot  of  Leigh’s  hill.  Here  the  milling  industry  was 
carried  on  by  four  generations  of  Pearsons.® 

On  ^lay  18,  1657,  the  General  Court  passed  an  order 
declaring  it  unlawful  for  any  person  to  preach  in  any 
town  in  the  colony  without  the  consent  of  the  elders  of  four 
neighboring  churches  or  the  approval  of  the  county  court. 
Lieut.  Robert  Pike  denounced  it  as  an  unjustifiable  inter¬ 
ference  with  personal  rights  and  privileges  of  freemen  and 
was  ordered  to  appear  in  the  General  Court  and  answer 
for  his  conduct.  He  was  disfranchised  and  fined  20  marks 
or  13  pounds,  six  shillings,  eight  pence.  Richard  Kent, 
Jr.,  was  among  those  who  agreed  with  Pike  for  he  felt  that 
freedom  of  speech  was  an  inalienable  right  of  free  men 
and  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  the  emigration 

5  History  of  First  parish  of  Newbury  pg.  21. 

6  Pearsons  and  Their  Mills  (Russell  Leigh  Jackson)  Essex 
Institute  Collections,  vol.  LXI,  pg.  349. 

7  History  of  Newbury  (Currier)  pg.  162. 


202 


Kent’s  island 


to  New  England  was  to  secure  and  preserve  that  right. 

Richard  Kent  died  November  25,  1689  without  chil¬ 
dren,  although  he  had  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
J ane  coming  with  him  from  England  and  his  second  wife 
having  been  Joanna,  widow  of  Nicholas  Davison  of 
Charlestown.  On  Oct.  10,  1674,  perhaps  feeling  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  age  and  the  desire  that  the  island  be  kept  in 
the  family,  he  conveyed  to  his  nephew  John  Kent,  son  of 
his  brother,  James,  160  acres  of  upland  and  meadow  lying 
west  of  Little  river,  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of 
John  Kent  for  some  years.  (This  was  more  than  half  of 
Kent’s  Island).  He  also  directed  that  on  the  death  of 
John,  the  property  should  pass  to  John’s  son,  Richard,  his 
namesake.  This  was  the  first  attempt  to  insure  the  suc¬ 
cession  of  the  island  to  the  eldest  male  heir  —  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  legal  entailment  which  came  about  some 
years  later. 

Not  much  of  importance  is  recorded  about  Richard’s 
brother,  James,  the  father  of  John.  He  was  admitted  a 
freeman  in  1669.  No  mention  of  his  wife  is  made  and 
there  is  record  of  only  one  son,  John,  who  became  the  sole 
owner  of  Kent’s  Island  upon  the  death  of  his  uncle  Rich¬ 
ard,  his  father  having  died  in  the  meantime. 

This  John  Kent  carried  on  the  family  tradition  for  pub¬ 
lic  service,  serving  as  selectman  in  1684  and  1685  and 
signing  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Newbury  favoring 
adoption  of  conciliatory  measures  and  the  repeal  of  all 
legislation  and  acts  displeasing  to  the  king  in  1666.  He 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  Feb.  25,  1668.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Hobbs  and  he  left  numerous  children.  One  of  his 
daughters  married  Jacob  Toppan,  Jr.,  and  another  was  the 
wife  of  James  Smith,  Jr.,  and  the  mother  of  Capt.  James 
Smith,  who  inherited  from  his  grandfather  Kent  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  on  Crane  Neck  hill  in  West  Newbury. 
His  eldest  son  Richard  inherited  the  island  although  he 
lived  much  of  his  active  life  in  Newburyport  where  he  was 
a  merchant. 

Before  proceeding  with  Richard,  however,  _,it  might  be 
well  to  mention  another  John  Kent,  three  years  younger 
than  Richard’s  father.  This  John,  a  sea  captain,  is  pre¬ 
sumably  the  son  of  the  first  Richard  and  that  Captain 
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Kent  who  had  a  thrilling  experience  with  pirates®  when 
on  Aug.  22,  1689  his  brigantine  the  Merrimack  was 
captured  in  Martha’s  Vineyard  sound  while  enroute  to 
Salem.  The  buccaneers  took  eighteen  half  barrels  of 
flour,  two  hogsheads  of  sugar,  one  of  rum  and  three  small 
arms  and  dismissed  the  vessel.  Captain  Kent  was  later 
master  of  the  sloop  Planter  and  probably  commanded 
other  vessels.  He  apparently  lived  at  the  foot  of  what  is 
now  Kent  street,  then  called  Woodman’s  Lane  in  Kewbury- 
port  on  land  formerly  belonging  to  his  father  and  border¬ 
ing  on  the  river.  He  married  Sarah  Woodman  whose 
father  evidently  owned  the  land  through  which  Woodman’s 
Lane  was  laid  out.  Captain  Kent  may  have  been  the  mari¬ 
ner  who  died  at  Casco  Bay,  August  10,  1703.® 

To  return  to  Richard,  the  son  of  John  and  grandson  of 
James.  He  grew  to  maturity  at  Kent’s  Island  but  early 
in  life  manifested  a  desire  to  engage  in  trade  and  so  re¬ 
moved  to  Kewburyport  where  his  ambition  could  the  bet¬ 
ter  be  realized.  That  he  was  preeminently  successful  is 
needless  to  say.  He  became  colonel  of  the  Second  regi¬ 
ment  of  militia  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  “when  these 
offices  were  deemed  more  honorable  then  they  are  at  the 
present  day.”  In  1733  he  acted  as  a  justic  in  Boston.  He 
served  in  the  General  Court  from  Kewbury  in  1718-9-26- 
34  and  also  as  a  loan  commissioner  of  the  General  Court 
for  Essex  County  in  1723.  He  attended  Lieut.  Gov.  Wil¬ 
liam  Dummer  at  the  ratification  of  peace  at  Falmouth  in 
1726  and  was  also  an  aide  to  Sir  William  Pepperrell.  He 
also  advanced  a  large  sum  of  money  for  his  company  in  the 
Indian  war  under  Colonel  Hilton  and  was  granted  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Rumford,  K.  H. 

Colonel  Kent  married  for  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Green- 
leaf,  daughter  of  Stephen  Greenleaf  and  sister  of  Rev. 
Daniel  Greenleaf,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Richard.  He 
married  secondly  Mrs.  Hannah  Gookin  Carter,  widow  of 
Nathaniel  Carter  of  Charlestown  and  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Gookin. 

Madam  Kent  was  a  superior  woman,  possessed  of  a 
sound  understanding  and  great  benevolence  and  although  a 

8  History  of  Newbury  (Currier)  pg.  478. 

9  Probate  court  record  No.  15367. 
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most  sincere  and  pious  Christian  her  religion  had  nothing 
in  it  of  austerity  or  bigotry.  On  winter  evenings  it  was 
her  custom  to  collect  her  children  around  her  to  read  to 
them  from  some  instructive  book  while  she  earnestly 
strove  to  imbue  them  thoroughly  with  the  principles  and 
precepts  of  the  Bible. 

Her  children  by  Colonel  Kent  were  Joseph,  John, 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Samuel  Burk)  and  Sarah  who  married 
Dudley  Atkins,  merchant  of  Kewburyport,  father  of  Dud¬ 
ley  Atkins  Tyng,  and  ancestress  of  many  of  the  Eliots, 
Guilds,  Cabots  and  other  families  of  distinction  of  Boston. 
By  her  first  husband  Madam  Kent  was  the  mother  of  Han¬ 
nah  Carter  who  became  the  first  wife  of  Captain  Patrick 
Tracy,  the  great  merchant,  of  Xewburyport. 

It  was  Colonel  Kent  who  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  es¬ 
tate  on  Kent’s  Island  to  his  family  for  all  time  resorted  to 
the  English  custom  of  entailing  it  to  his  eldest  son,  Rich¬ 
ard,  but  whose  good  intentions  were  thwarted  by  a  higher 
authority  than  mere  man. 

His  son,  Richard,  a  captain  in  the  militia,  a  popular 
figure  bom  to  wealth,  lived  the  life  of  a  country  squire  on 
the  island  which  he  inherited  in  entirety  to  be  passed  on 
to  his  eldest  son.  He  is  said  to  have  enhanced  his  popular¬ 
ity  with  the  men  of  his  company  by  serving  them  rum 
when  they  turned  out  to  drill.  He  was  the  Beau  Brum- 
mell  of  the  town.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his 
father  bought  him  a  horse  for  which  he  paid  one  thousand 
dollars  in  silver.^®  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Xot- 
tingham,  K.  H. 

Capt.  Richard  Kent  married  Anne  Hale,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Hale  of  the  Byfield  parish  and  shortly  after 
his  marriage  an  event  which  would  have  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  many  a  man  but  which  in  his  case  proved  to  be 
the  tragedy  of  his  life  took  place.  Bearing  in  mind  the 
entail  which  his  father  had  placed  on  his  estate,  it  seemed 
as  though  Divine  Providence  had  conspired  to  end  it  for 
on  May  20,  1741  there  occurred  the  birth  of  not  one  son 
but  two.  They  were  named  Joseph  and  Stephen  and  it 
was  not  until  the  death  of  their  father  that  trouble  began 
in  the  family  for  when  it  came  time  for  the  eldest  son  to 
10  Kent  genealogy  (Briggs). 
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inherit  the  estate  both  claimed  it  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
been  born  first. 

Much  testimony  was  given  during  the  progress  of  the 
law  suit  begun  by  Stephen  at  the  instigation  of  his  father- 
in-law  Capt.  Gerrish,  but  the  midwife  who  attended 
Madam  Kent  could  not  declare  upon  oath  which  of  the 
boys  had  entered  the  world  first.  Therefore,  the  court  was 
forced  to  break  the  entail  and  order  a  division  of  the  is¬ 
land.  This  caused  an  estrangement  between  the  two 
brothers  and  although  they  both  lived  with  their  families 
on  the  island  for  many  years  thereafter  they  lived  as 
strangers.  There  was  a  third  brother,  Moses  born  in  1752, 
who,  of  course,  with  the  entail  broken  inherited  his  share 
of  the  estate. 

Joseph  Kent  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being  Jane 
Moody,  daughter  of  John  Moody  of  Kewbury  who  lived 
on  the  High  road.  She  was  a  sister  of  Rev.  Amos  Moody 
and  also  of  J ohn  Moody,  the  tavern-keeper,  whose  old  tav¬ 
ern  was  burned  about  a  vear  ago.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eight  children.  The  oldest,  Joseph,  Jr.,  became  early  in 
life  part  owner  of  a  schooner  and  sailed  her  to  the  Grand 
Banks  and  also  to  the  West  Indies  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  of  yellow  fever.  There  w’ere  also  sons, 
Paul,  Amos,  Moody,  the  genealogist,  Philip  and  Daniel, 
who  was  drowned  in  Little  river  at  the  age  of  seven.  Philip 
entered  the  mercantile  house  of  Ferris  k  Stocker  in  Xew- 
buryport  where  he  showed  great  promise  and  accordingly 
at  an  early  age  was  sent  to  the  West  Indies  as  a  supercargo, 
where  he  died  of  yellow  fever  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. 
There  was  also  a  daughter,  Kancy,  who  married  Enoch 
]!iloody.  All  of  these  children  attended  school  in  the  little 
school  house  which  is  said  to  have  stood  on  Knight’s  hill 
across  the  meadow  from  the  island  and  later  at  the  private 
school  kept  by  Nathaniel  Moody. 

Jane  (Moody)  Kent  died  and  a  few  years  later  Joseph 
Kent  married  Jane  (Dole)  Willcomb,  widow  of  Captain 
William  Willcomb,  who  commanded  one  of  the  ships  of 
Nathaniel  Tracy,  the  merchant  prince  of  Newburyport. 
She  apparently  did  not  care  for  country  life  for  soon  after 
their  marriage  they  moved  to  Newburyport  in  a  house  on 
State  street  opposite  the  Dalton  mansion.  The  son  by  this 
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marriage,  also  named  Joseph,  lived  in  Newbury,  where  he 
married  Lois  Little,  daughter  of  Amos  Little,  who  lived 
near  Morse’s  Comer,  and  a  sister  of  Jane  Little,  the  wife 
of  Captain  Nicholas  Brown  of  Newburyport. 

Joseph  Kent,  Senior,  engaged  in  fishing  and  sea  adven¬ 
tures  and  did  considerable  coastal  trading.  The  loss  of  his 
two  sons  who  had  begun  sea-faring  careers  was  a  great 
blow  to  him. 

The  twin  brother  of  Joseph  Kent  was  Captain  Stephen, 
who  was  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  last  Kent  owners  of  the 
island,  Albert,  Otis,  Leonard  and  Edward,  sons  of  Joshua 
Noyes  and  Sarah  Noyes  (Dummer)  Kent.  Madam 
Stephen  Kent  was  a  sister  of  Col.  Jacob  Gerrish,  the 
schoolmaster. 

Moses,  the  younger  brother  of  the  twins,  married  Judith 
Greenleaf  and  had  a  son  Moses  who  married  Sarah  Adams. 
Their  children  died  in  the  prime  of  life  and  up>on  inquir¬ 
ing  of  Dr.  Nathan  Noyes  as  to  the  cause  their  father  was 
told  that  it  was  due  to  “over  indulgence  in  sweets  and 
other  good  things.”  Mary  Ann  Kent,  a  daughter  of  Moses, 
Jr.,  was  the  wife  of  John  Pearson,  son  of  Silas  Pearson, 
the  miller,  who  lived  in  the  Pearson  house  on  Leigh’s  Hill 
in  Newbury. 

Kent’s  Island  has  always  been  a  channing  spot.  The 
old  house  built  in  1653  by  Richard  Kent,  Jr.,  stood  until 
1884,  well  within  the  memory  of  many  now  alive  and  until 
thirty  years  ago,  at  least,  evidences  of  the  cellar  walls 
could  still  be  seen.  The  house  was  a  large  structure, 
forty-eight  feet  long  and  twenty  feet  wide  two  stories  high 
and  up  to  the  second  story  was  lined  with  bricks  to  ward 
off  Indian  attacks.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Kent  occu¬ 
pancy  of  the  island  there  were  occasional  unruly  Indians 
who  would  make  trouble.  They  came  mostly  to  visit  the 
burial  grounds  of  their  dead  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  is¬ 
land.  And  the  hiU  on  the  island  near  the  junction  of  the 
Parker  and  Little  rivers  called  both  Indian  and  Picket 
hill  was  a  vantage  point  for  from  it  they  could  see  the  sur¬ 
round  territory  for  many  miles.  Years  ago  as  boys, 
my  cousins  and  I  used  to  play  on  the  island  as  some  of  the 
younger  Kents  were  there  during  the  summers.  Many  a 
charge  have  we  led  up  Indian  hill  and  it  was  always  sport 
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to  play  at  signalling  between  Indian  hill  and  Leigh’s  hill, 
for  with  the  aid  of  a  spy  glass  or  field  glasses  our  flags 
could  be  easily  seen. 

The  bellows  in  the  blacksmith  shop  were  always  a  source 
of  great  fascination  and  Kent’s  Island  in  my  boyhood  was 
a  well-stocked  and  prosperous  farm.  Edward  Kent,  the 
last  owner,  typfyied  the  country  squire  in  every  detail. 
At  his  death  it  passed  out  of  the  possession  of  the  family 
but  with  its  acquisition  by  John  P.  Marquand,  the  novel¬ 
ist,  it  comes  again  into  the  family  for  Mr.  Marquand  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  Col.  Richard  Kent  through  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Sarah  (Kent)  Atkins,  the  wife  of  Dudley  Atkins. 


ORDERLY  BOOK  KEPT  BY  CAPT.  ABRAHAM 
DODGE  OF  IPSWICH,  JANUARY  1,  1776  TO 
AUGUST  1,  1776. 


From  the  Oeigihae  ih  Possession  of 
THE  Essex  Institute. 


( Continued  from  Volume  LXXX,  Page  130.) 


Head  Quarters  26  May  1776 
Parole  Hancock  Counters”  Trumball 

The  Provincial  Congress  New  York  May  26 

Messers  John  Barrier  and  Robert  Harpre  two  of  the 
Members  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of  New 
York  did  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  which  was  read 
and  filled  and  in  the  words  following  — 

Committee  Chamber  May  24  1776 
Dr.  Foster  Appearing  before  the  Committee  Says  that 
Information  was  Given  to  General  Putnam  that  several 
Persons  had  been  Innoculated  at  the  House  of  one  Fisher 
in  Stone  Street  Contrary  to  a  resolve  of  the  Proveneial 
Congress  of  this  Colony  He  the  examinent  Agreable  to 
General  Putnams  Orders  immediately  went  into  the  house 
of  the  Above  mentioned  Fisher  where  he  discovered  that 
Lt  Colonel  Molton  Capt  Parkes  Docf  Hart  and  Lieut 
Brown  had  been  Innoculated  for  the  Small  pox  by  Dr 
Azor  Betts,  He  being  sent  for  appeared  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  allow’d  the  Charge  Against  him  and  Offered  in  his 
Vindication  that  he  had  been  Frequently  apply’^  to  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Continental  Army  to  Innoculate  them  that 
he  refus’^  but  being  over  persuaded  he  at  last  innoculated 
the  Persons  Above  mentioned  resolv”*  that  Dr,  Azor  Betts 
be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  City  and  there  kept  in 
safe  Custody  untill  releas’d  by  the  provincial  Congress  Or¬ 
dered  that  A  Coppy  of  the  Minutes  relating  to  Dr.  Azor 
Betts  Case  be  handed  to  the  Provincial  Congress  — 
Extract  from  the  Minutes 

Sign’d  Joseph  Winter  Secratary 
Messer  Barry  and  Harper  further  Informs  that  the 
wife  of  Azor  Betts  in  her  examination  says  that  Lieut 
Seymour  from  Long  Island  Had  Inform’d  her  that  Seven 
(208) 
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Parsons  of  Ye  Army  Officers  as  she  understood,  on  Long 
Island  by  taking  Maruvians  Preparations  and  she  sup¬ 
posed  were  Innoculating  or  preparing  for  it  Ordered  that 
A  Coppy  of  the  report  of  the  Gen*  Committee  be  did  to 
Major  General  Putnam  that  he  give  such  Directions  to  the 
Continental  Army  for  preventing  the  small  pox  Among 
us  on  long  Island  as  he  may  think  proper 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

Sign’d  John  W  Hessen  Secratary 

The  General  Presents  his  Compliments  to  the  Hon’’*®  the 
Provincial  Congress  and  General  Committee  is  much 
Oblig’d  to  them  for  their  Care  in  Endeavoring  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  small  pox  by  innoculation  or  any  other 
way  in  this  City  or  in  the  Continential  Army  which  might 
prove  fatal  to  the  Army  if  allow’d  at  the  Crital  time  when 
there  is  reason  to  expect  they  may  be  soon  called  into  ac¬ 
tion  and  oi’ders  that  the  officers  take  the  Strictest  Care  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  their  Respective  Coores  and 
thereby  prevent  Innoculation  among  them  which  if  any 
soldier  should  presume  upon  he  must  expect  the  severest 
Punishment  Any  Officer  in  the  Continental  Army  who 
shall  suffer  himself  to  be  innoculated  will  be  Cashier’d 
Turn’d  out  of  the  Army  and  have  his  name  Published  in 
the  newspapers  throughout  the  Continent  as  an  open 
Enemy  and  Traitor  to  his  Country  On  the  first  appear¬ 
ance  of  any  eruption  the  Officer  discovering  it  in  any  Sol¬ 
dier  is  to  Give  information  to  the  Regimental  Surgeons 
make  a  Report  of  the  same  to  the  Director  General  of  the 
Hospital 

The  Working  party  of  Col.  Nixons  Regiment  are  to  be 
Ordered  every  day  to  long  Island  instead  of  Governors  Is¬ 
land  as  ^Mentioned  in  yesterdays  the  form  of  the  morning 
report  which  the  Capt  of  The  Grand  battery  Guard  is  to 
make  everyday  to  the  Field  Officer  may  be  had  by  Apply¬ 
ing  to  any  of  the  Brigade  Majors  and  it  is  expected  this 
form  will  be  duty  attended  to  — 

Brigadier  for  the  day  General  Ld  Sterling  Field 
Officer  for  Picquit  Col  Reed  Lieut  Col.  Clapp  and 
Major  Brooks  Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Hendly 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night.  Major 
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Collins,  Adjutant  from  Col:  Hitchcocks  Regt. 

Head  Quarters  May  27 

Parole  Killingly  Counters”  Pompet 

Nathaniel  Stanley  of  the  first  Company  of  Col  Wylly 
Regiment  Tried  by  a  General  Court  martial  whereof  Col 
Ritzma  was  president  for  Absenting  himself  from  and  Re¬ 
fusing  to  Join  Said  Company  after  he  had  Received  one 
months  pay  and  Blanket  Money  the  Court  finding  the 
Prisoner  Guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  8  Article  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  Continental  Army  and  do  sentance 
him  to  be  Whipped  39  lashes  and  be  Confind  seven  days  on 
bread  and  Water 

John  Brown  of  Capt  Scotts  Company  in  Col:  Wyllys 
Regt.  tried  by  the  Above  Court  martial  for  desertion  the 
Court  find  the  Prisoner  Guilty  Of  the  charge  and  sentance 
him  to  be  whipped  20  lashes  on  his  Naked  Back  for  sd 
Offence  The  General  Aproves  of  the  Above  sentances  and 
And  orders  them  to  take  Place  to  morrow  morning  at 
Guard  mounting 

Capt  Howood  is  not  to  take  any  other  men  more  than 
his  own  Company  at  present  from  Col  Learneds  Regiment 
to  serve  on  board  the  whailing  boats  ac  Except  by  the 
Consent  of  Lieut  Col  Shepherd  whose  Consent  the  General 
Immagin’d  Capt  Harwood  had  Obtain’d  when  he  Gave 
him  the  Ord ;  this  morning.  Brigadier  for  the  day  Gen¬ 
eral  Spencer,  Field  Officer  for  Picquit  Col  Huntington 
Lieut.  Col.  Jacobs  and  Major  Knolton  Brigade  Major 
for  the  day  Trumball  — 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lieut. 

Col :  Crary  Adjutant  from  Col  Littles  Regt. 

Head  Quarters  May  28  1776 
Parol  Lynn  Counters”  Salem 

Col:  Priscots  Regiment  to  be  mustered  at  9  o’clock  on 
Thursday  Morning  on  their  Regimental  Parade  Three 
men  from  each  Regt.  In  the  Brigades  of  General  Heaths 
Spencers  and  Lord  Sterling  together  with  two  Subalterns 
and  two  Sergeants  to  parade  at  General  Putnams  Quarters 
to  morrow  morning  at  6  o’clock  these  men  are  to  be  such 
as  understand  Rowing  The  General  Court  Martial  of 
which  Col  Ritzma  was  President  is  dissol’d  And  the  Offi- 
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cers  to  return  to  their  Ordinary  duty  A  Wheelri^ht  from 
each  Regiment  in  the  B  Brigades  above  mentioned  to 
parade  In  the  front  of  the  laboratory  at  8  o’Clock  in  the 
morning  and  receive  their  Orders  from  Huges  Assist¬ 
ant 

Quarter  master  General 

Brigadier  for  the  day  General  Heath 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  Col  Webb  Lieut  Col.  Clerk 

and  Major  Hayden 

Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Cary 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  tomorrow  Night  Lieut 
Condell  Cornol  Adjutant  from  Col  Vernums  Regiments 

General  Greens  Orders  29  May  1776 

A  Garrison  Court  Martial  to  set  to  morrow  for  the  Trial 
of  the  Prisoners  in  the  main  Guard  The  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  ferry  Guard  to  Permit  the  ferry  boats  to 
pass  untill  ten  o’clock  with  Common  Passengers,  but  no 
soldier  to  pass  After  Retreat  beeting  unless  the  Col:  or 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs 
Certifys  the  Necessity  — 

Troops  to  be  under  Arms  all  Roll  Calling  Morning 
and  evening,  every  sold"^  detected  snapping  his  Lock  with 
[out]  orders  from  His  Officers  to  be  immediately  sent 
Prisoner  to  the  Main  Guard  there  to  be  Confined  two 
days  and  Nights  and  allowed  nothing  to  eat  nor  drink  but 
Bread  and  water  — 

All  Officers  are  desired  to  be  more  Carefull  of  discover¬ 
ing  the  Countersign  to  persons  that  have  no  right  to  know 
it  — 

Any  Soldier  on  Guard  that  discovers  the  Countersign  to 
any  of  his  fellow  Soldiers  that  are  not  on  Guard  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  Confined  — 

Everyone  that  gives  the  Countersign  to  Give  it  softly 
as  Possible  so  that  if  any  Person  is  listening  they  may  not 
hear  it  Given - 

The  Gentries  not  to  suffer  any  Person  to  stand  near 
them  while  they  are  on  their  Post  after  retreat  beeting  — 

The  General  Wishes  that  every  part  of  Camp  duty  May 
be  done  with  as  Much  exactness  as  if  the  Enemy  was  En¬ 
camped  in  the  Neighbourhood  for  bad  habits  once  Con- 
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tracted  are  difficult  to  get  Over,  and  doing  duty  in  a  Slov¬ 
enly  manner  is  both  disagracefull  and  dangerous  to  Offi¬ 
cers  and  men  — 

Head  Quarters  29  May 

Parole  Chamblee  Counters”  Thompson 

One  man  from  each  Regiment  to  parade  to  morrow 
morrow  morning  at  six  oClock  at  General  Putnums  Quar¬ 
ters  to  go  on  aboard  the  Mifflin  Armed  Shooner  These 
men  are  to  be  such  as  best  Understand  the  business 

A  Rennforcment  to  be  added  to  the  Upper  Barrack 
Guard  of  1  Sert  one  Corporal  and  24  Privates  The  Above 
Guard  is  to  furnish  4  Additional  Sentries  over  the  Lab¬ 
oratory  and  4  over  the  ^Magazine  of  Torrage  — 

For  the  Placing  of  those  Gentries  and  Orders  they  are 
to  receive,  Application  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Huges  Assist¬ 
ant  Quarter  master  Genl  — 

A  General  Court  martial  Consisting  of  one  Col :  one 
Lieut  Colonel  one  major  and  10  Captains  to  set  to  morrow 
morning  at  9  o’clock  for  the  Trial  of  all  Such  Prisoners  as 
may  be  brought  before  them  Col:  Nixon  President. 

Lieut.  Col :  Shepherd  1  1  Hajr  Wells 

Gene*  Heath  4  Capt :  ?  Members  -j  Gen*  Spencer 
Lord  Sterling  3  do  )  (4  Captains 

The  Names  of  the  Prisoners  to  be  Tried  together  with 
Their  Crimes  and  Evidences  and  to  be  Given  to  Ye  Judge 
Advocate  this  Afternoon  —  All  evidences  to  Give  due  at¬ 
tendance  to  the  Court  — 

Jame  Grant  of  Capt  Waterhouse  Com^  in  Col:  Par¬ 
sons  Regiment  Tried  at  alate  Gen*  Court  martial  where  of 
Col :  Ritzma  was  President  for  destroying  his  Arms  abus¬ 
ing  the  sert.  and  Insolently  Affronting  his  Officers  is  found 
Guilty  and  Sentan’**  to  pay  for  his  Arms  and  receive  20 
lashes  on  his  bare  back  — 

The  general  Approves  of  the  Sentance  and  Orders  the 
Corporal  punishment  to  be  inflicted  to  morrow  Morning  at 
the  Head  of  the  Regimental  Guard  mounting  — 

Daniel  Kells  of  Col.  Wards  Regt. 

In  Capt.  Allens  Com^  Tried  at  the  Above  Cpurt  Martial 
for  Stealing  Shirts  the  General  Thinks  Proper  to  postpone 
his  sentance  Until  further  Orders  —  Joseph  Lent  of  Capt. 
MacDougalls  Regiment  Tried  at  the  Above  Court  martial 
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for  disobedience  of  Orders  and  and  striking  his  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  Ensign  Young  when  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty  is  found  guilty  of  disobedience  of  Orders  and 
sentance’d  to  be  Confin’d  3  days  on  bread  and  water  In  the 
Provost  dungeon  — 

The  General  is  not  a  little  surpris’d  at  the  sentanc  at 
the  sentance  of  the  Court  on  the  Prisoner  Joseph  Lent, 
and  thinks  the  punishment  so  inadequate  to  the  Crime  that 
he  disapproves  of  the  Sentance,  the  General  Hopes  this 
Hint  will  make  future  Court  martials  more  particular  and 
severe  on  the  Henious  Crime  of  Soldiers  striking  or  At¬ 
tempting  to  strike  his  Officer  or  disobey  his  Commands  — 
Brigad’’  for  the  day  Gen*  Spencer  field  Officer  for  Pic- 
quit  Col.  Ward  Lt.  Col.  Wesson  and  Major  Sherman. 
Brigad''  Major  for  the  day  Henley 
General  Greens  Orders 

Field  officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Major 
Smith  Adjutant  from  Col  Hitchcocks  Regiment 
Head  Quarters  May  30th  1776 
Parole  Verginia  Counters”  Carolina 

General  Greens  Orders 
Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night 
Major  Angell  Adjutant  from  Col:  Littles  Eegt. 

Head  Quarters  May  31 

Parole  Counters” 

The  provost  martial  to  make  a  report  every  Morning  at 
Head  Quarters  in  Writing  of  the  Prisoners  he  has  in 
Charge,  Specifying  their  Names  Regiments,  Companies 
by  whom  Confined,  Crimes  Tried  or  not  tried. 

Edmund  Brill  of  Capt  Butlers  Company  in  Col.  Nixons 
Regiment  Tried  at  A  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col 
Nixon  is  President  for  Desertion  is  found  Guilty  and 
sentanced  to  receive  39  lashes — Ahimaaz  Sherman  of  Capt 
Butlers  Corny  in  Col  Nixons  Regement  Tried  at  the  Above 
Ct.  Martial  for  desertion  is  found  Guilty  and  sentanced  to 
receive  39  lashes  on  his  naked  Back.  The  General  Ap¬ 
proves  of  the  Sentance  of  the  Above  two  Prisoners  and 
Orders  it  to  be  put  into  execution  to  morrow  Morning  at 
G:d  Mounting — 

Brigad''  for  the  day  General  Spencer  Field  Officer  for 
Picquit  Col:  Bayley  Lieut  Col.  Tayler  and  Maj'  Tuttle. 
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Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Cary 
After  Orders  from  Head  Quarters 
SI”*  May 

General  Washington  has  wrote  to  General  Putnam  de¬ 
siring  him  in  the  most  pressing  Tearms  to  give  Positive 
Orders  to  all  the  Colonels  to  have  Colours  immediately 
Compleated  for  their  Respective  Regiments 
General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Maj'  Collins  Ad¬ 
jutant  from  Col.  Vernums  Regt. 

Regimental  Orders 

Commis**  Officers  for  Fatigue  Capt  Baker  Lt.  Hodg¬ 
kins  and  Ensign  Littlefield 
Head  Quarters  June  1  1776 

Parole  Jay  Countersign  Alsop 

Brigadier  for  the  Day  tomorrow  Genl  Heath  Field  Offi¬ 
cer  for  Picquit  Col  Baldwin  Lieut  Col:  Hall  and  Major 
Prentice 

Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Henley 
General  Greens  Orders 

A  Sergeant  and  20  men  to  parade  Immediately  to  Clean 
out  Mr.  Livingstons  Dock  filled  up  by  the  Picquits  Peal- 
ings,  1^0  Pealings  to  be  Throwed  into  the  dock  for  the  Fu¬ 
ture. 

Six  o  Clock  this  Evening  the  Troops  to  be  all  Under 
Arms  to  man  the  Works — 

five  Companies  of  Col.  Vernums  Regt.  upon  the  right 
Infort  Box,  the  other  Three  upon  the  right  of  Fort  Green, 
Col  Hitchcocks  Regt  to  man  fort  Putnam  and  the  redoubt 
upon  the  left  of  it  3  Companies  in  the  first  and  3  in  the 
last — 

Five  Companies  of  Col.  Littles  Regiment  in  fort  Green 
and  three  in  the  Oblong  Square — 

The  Independant  Company  to  be  a  reserve  in  Ye  Rear  of 
Fort  Green — 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lieut  Col 
Crary  Adjutant  from  Col :  Hitchcocks  Regiment 

Regimental  Orders  Commiss^  Officers  for  fatigue  to  mor¬ 
row  Capt  Lt.  Silvanus  Smith  and  Ensign  Searle 
Main  Guard  Lieut  Fiske  12  Regt 
A  Regimental  Court  martial  to  set  to  try  the  Prisoners 
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in  the  Quarter  Guard  of  sd  Kegt  At  Capt  Warners  tent, 
all  Evidence  and  Persons  Concerned  to  attend  the  Court — 
Capt  Warner  President 

Lieut  Hodgkins  ( Members  )  Lieut  Atkinson 

Lt  Fisk  I  J  Lieut  Collins 

Head  Quarters  June  2^  1776 
Parole  Fitch  Counters”  Babcock 

General  Green  to  order,  all  the  Arms  in  his  Brigade 
that  wants  repair  to  be  immediately  brought  to  the  Arm¬ 
ourers  Shop  where  they  will  be  filled  up  Properly  after 
which  all  repairs  will  be  stopped  out  of  the  men’s  wages — 
Capt.  Oliver  Soaper  of  the  13  Regiment  of  Foot  Tried 
at  alate  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col  Nixon  was 
President  on  Complaint  of  Lieut  Thomas  Williams  of  said 
Company  for  defrauding  the  Publick  in  knowingly  and 
willingly  drawing  pay  for  more  men  than  he  had  in  his 
Company — 

The  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  Capt.  Soper  is  not  guilty 
of  the  Charge  brought  Against  him  therefore  do  Acquit 
him — 

The  General  Approves  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court 
Martial  and  Orders  that  Capt  Soaper  be  Immediately  re¬ 
leased  from  his  arreste — 

Lieut  Thomas  Williams  of  Capt  Sopers  Corny.  In  Col 
Reeds  Regiment  Tried  by  the  same  Court  Martial  for  im¬ 
peaching  and  falsly  Asserting  that  Capt  Soper  of  the  said 
Regiment  had  knowingly  and  designedly  defrauded  the 
Publick  in  ma[k]ing  up  and  drawing  pay  for  more  men 
than  he  had  in  his  Company  also  for  signing  returns  of 
the  Company  expressly  Against  the  Order  of  Ye  Captain 
also  for  refusing  to  Repair  to  his  tent  When  expressly 
Order’d — 

The  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  Guilty  of 
the  Charge  brought  Against  him  and  unanimously  Ajudge 
that  he  be  Cashier’d  for  the  Offence — 

The  General  Approves  of  the  Sentance  of  the  Above 
Court  Martial  and  Orders  that  Mr,  Williams  late  a  Lieut 
in  Col  Reeds  Regt  Immediately  Depart  the  Camp  by  the 
way  of  Kings  bridge  or  on  board  a  vessel  going  up  the 
sound — 

John  Quinn  of  Capt  Allens  Company  in  Col.  Ward’s 


216  ORDEKLY  BOOK  KEPT  BY  CAPT.  ABKAHAM  DODGE 

Regiment  tried  at  the  Above  Court  Martial  for  Desertion 
is  found  Guilty  and  sentanced  to  receive  39  lashes  on  his 
Naked  back  for  sd  Offence — 

John  Lerty  and  James  Johnston  both  of  Capt  Kings 
Company  of  Col  Words  Regiment  Tried  severally  at  the 
Above  Court  martial  are  each  found  Guilty  and  setanced 
severally  39  lashes  on  their  bare  Backs — 

The  General  Approves  the  Several  sentances  Above  and 
Orders  them  to  be  put  into  execution  to  morrow  morning 
at  Guard  mounting  Hugh  Kilbreath  of  Capt  Ropes  Com¬ 
pany  In  Col  Hands  Regiment  Tried  at  the  Above  Court 
martial  for  Assaulting  beating  and  wounding  Asa  Baker 
and  David  Avery  of  the  Artillery  is  foimd  Guilty  of  the 
Charge  brought  against  him  and  sentensed  to  be  whiped 
39  lashes  on  his  bare  Back  the  Gen*  approves  of  the  above 
Sentence  and  the  Prisoners  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Corps 
and  that  the  Punishment  be  inflicted  upon  him  at  the 
Head  of  the  Regt  at  guard  mounting  on  the  first  morning 
of  the  commanding  Officer  shall  think  suitable  for  the 
Purpose 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  officer  for  the  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lieut 
Colonell  Cornall  Adjutant  from  Col.  Littles  Regiment 
In  Camp  Brookline  June  2,  1776 

At  a  Regimental  Court  martial  of  which  Capt.  Nath¬ 
aniel  Warner  was  President  Nathaniel  Smith  a  Coiqjoral 
in  Capt.  Ezra  Lunts  Company  in  Col  Littles  Confined  in 
the  Guard  of  s'*  Regt  by  Capt.  Abraham  Dodge 
The  Crime  is  as  follows  [Viz] 

Nathaniel  Smith  put  under  Guard  by  ord'  of  the  Above 
Captain  Dodge  for  reporting  a  False  Report  of  s'*  Capt 
Dodge  and  Charging  him  with  going  about  and  Giving 
about  and  giving  five  or  six  differant  Countersigns  in  one 
Night  to  impose  on  the  Centries,  to  which  the  Prisoner 
appears  and  pleads  Guilty  and  Throws  himself  on  the 
mercy  of  the  Court,  the  Court  having  duly  Considered  the 
Case  Jud[g]e  the  prisoner  to  be  reduced  to  a  Private, 
likewise  to  make  a  confussion  before  the  Regt  that  what 
he  reported  Respecting  Capt.  Dodge  was  false,  and  to  ask 
Capt.  Dodges  pardon — 

the  Above  is  recommended  to  the  Col :  of  the  Regt. — 
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The  Col  Approves  of  the  sentance  and  orders  it  to  take 
place  —  the  Prisoner  to  be  brought  before  the  Regiment 
at  4  oClock  this  Afternoon  that  he  may  have  Oppertunity 
to  be  releas’d  from  his  Confinement 
Head  Quarters  June  3** 

Parol  Hartford  Countersign  Withersfield 

Col.  Learneds  and  Col  Webbs  Regt  to  be  mustered 
Wednesday  morning  9  oClock  Brigad'  for  the  day  Gen¬ 
eral  Lord  Sterling  Field  Officer  for  Picquit  Col  Ritzma 
Lt.  Col.  Durkee  and  Maj”  Brooks  —  Brigade  Major  for 
the  day  Cary 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lt.  Col. 
Henshaw  Adjutant  from  Col.  Vemums  Regiment 
In  Camp  Long  Island  July  [  ?]3'*  1776 
One  Captain  two  Lieutenants  1  Ensign  and  4  Sergeants 
4  Corporals  50  privates  to  parade  to  morrow  morning 
from  each  of  Col  Vernums  Col  Hitchcocks  and  Col  Lit¬ 
tles  Regt.  — 

All  to  have  Good  arms  with  bayonets  everyman  to  be 
provided  with  20  rounds  a  man  at  least  and  with  a  spare 
flint  two  days  provision  cook’d  and  half  a  pint  of  rum  a 
man — 

The  Whole  to  be  ready  to  march  to  morrow  Morning 
by  3  oClock  every  man  to  take  his  Blankett  and  none  to 
go  but  such  as  are  decently  dressed 
Head  Quarters  June  4  1776 

Parole  Brunswick  Countersn  Stratford 

Brigadier  for  the  day  General  Heath  Field  Officer  for 
Picquit  Col  Parsons  Lt.  Col  Tards  and  Majr  Knolton 
Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Henley 
General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  the  Picquit  Major  Smith  Adjt. 

From  Col.  Hitchcocks  Regiment 
Head  Quarters  June  5  1776 
Parole  Soper  Counters”  Albany 

Lieut  John  Riggs  of  Capt  McFarlands  Corny  in  Col 
Nixons  Regt.  Tried  at  a  late  Genl  Court  Martial 
where  of  Col  Nixon  was  President  for  Counterfilling  and 
assuming  the  Charcter  of  a  Field  Officer  and  und'  pre¬ 
tence  as  field  officer  of  the  Day  Ordering  out  one  of  the 
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Principal - of  the  Army  imposing  upon  Capt  Sum- 

ney  Commanding  the  upper  Barrack  Guard  and  behaved 
here  in  unbecoming  the  Character  of  an  Officer  acting 
in  subversion  of  Military  Ord''  He  is  found  Guilty  of  the 
several  Charges  brought  Against  him  and  sentanced  to  be 
Cashiered  for  the  same 

The  General  Approves  the  sentance  of  the  Court  and 
Orders  that  John  Briggs  Late  a  Lieut,  in  Col  Nixons 
Regiment  to  depart  the  army  City  and  Encampment  Im¬ 
mediately 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night 

Major  Angell  Adjutant  from  Col :  Littles  Regt. 

Head  Quarters  June  6  1776 

Parole  Woodlock  Counters”  Dudley 

The  Brigadier  of  each  Brigade  is  to  send  to  the  Quarter 
master  General  to  morrow  10  oClock  for  spears  — 

The  Col:  of  each  Regiment  wanting  arms  are  to  draw 
on  Mr  Chever  Commissar^’^  of  Stores  13  and  give  their 
receipts,  1  Captain  two  Subalterns  2  Serts  2  Corporals 
and  30  privates  from  Col:  Webbs  Regt  to  Parade  to  mor¬ 
row  morning  at  6  oClock  at  white  Hall  Slip,  These  men 
to  be  furnished  with  five  Days  provision  and  Each  man 
an  ax  to  Cut  Picquits  axes  and  provisions  to  be  Got  ready 
this  Day — 

They  are  not  to  bring  their  fire  arms  this  party  to  be 
deducted  from  their  Usual  Detail  — 

The  Guard  of  One  Sub  1  Sergeant  1  Corporal  and  24 
Privates  from  the  4  Brigade  with  6  days  Provision  is  to 
be  posted  at  Kings  bridge  to  prevent  any  of  the  soldiers 
and  Army  passing  that  way  unless  they  have  leave  in 
writing  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  their  respective 
Corps,  this  Guard  is  to  be  released  every  Wednesday  un¬ 
till  further  Orders  All  masters  of  Vessells  and  ferrymen 
are  Strictly  Enjoyn’d  not  to  Carry  of  any  soldier  of  the 
Army  without  leave  in  writing  from  his  Commanding 
Officer  each  of  Ye  Three  Brigades  in  the  Grand  Camp 
are  to  furnish  a  Patrole  every  two  hours  in^the  daytime 
Consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  six  men  who  are  to  Patrole 
at  least  two  miles  at  the  Northward  of  their  respective 
Camps  to  take  up  all  soldiers  whom  they  can  find  with 
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fire  arms  out  of  the  Camp  and  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
their  Committinp'  any  disorder  whatever  The  4  Brigade 
is  to  furnish  a  Guard  Consisting  of  1^  1^  1®  1**  1*  20*’  to 
Guard  the  Works  on  Bayards  Hill  to  be  relieved  every 
day  and  Particularly  to  seize  and  Confine  all  who  shall 
fire  a  Gun  George  Edwall  of  Capt  Hobbys  Company  in 
Col  Ritzmas  Regt.  tried  at  a  General  Court  martial  where 
of  Col  J^ixon  was  Presdent  for  leaving  his  Guard  getting 
Drunk  and  Damning  the  officer  of  the  Guard,  is  found 
Guilty  and  sentanced  to  be  whiped  39  lashes  on  his  Naked 
back,  John  Obrian  in  of  Capt.  Ferks  Company  in  Col. 
Mac  Dougalls  Regt.  tried  at  the  Above  Court  Martial  for 
sleeping  on  his  Post  when  on  Centry  is  found  Guilty  and 
sentanced  to  receive  30  lashes  on  his  bare  back  — 

Benjamin  Richards  of  Capt  Myals  Company  In  Col 
Baldwins  Regt.  Tried  at  the  Above  Court  Martial  for 
Publishing  the  Countersign  and  Openly  proclaiming  it 
in  a  Publick  House  after  tattoo.  Beeting  is  found  Guilty 
and  sentanced  to  be  whipped  20  lashes  on  his  naked  back 
for  sd  Offence  — 

John  Sennat  of  Capt  Johnsons  Company  in  Col:  Mac 
Dougall  Regiment  Tried  at  the  Above  Court  martial  for 
desertion  is  found  Guilty  and  sentanced  to  receive  39  lash¬ 
es  on  his  Bare  back  for  sd  Offence  Jessee  Silley  of  Capt. 
Slumods  Corny  In  Col.  MacDougalls  Regt.  Tried  at  the 
Above  Court  Martial  is  foimd  Guilty  and  sentanced  to  be 
whiped  39  lashes  for  sd  Offence — 

The  Approves  of  all  the  Above  sentances  and  Orders 
them  to  be  put  into  execution  at  the  usual  time  and  place — 
A  Regimental  Court  martial  where  of  Capt  John  Baker 
was  President 

John  Matchet  of  Capt  Lunts  Corny  in  Col  Littles  Regi¬ 
ment  Confined  in  the  Q®  Guard  of  sd  Regt.  for  Neglecting 
to  dress  himself  in  a  Suitable  manner  when  mounting 
Pecquit  Altho  Repectedly  Ordered,  the  Prisoner  appears 
before  the  Court  and  pleads  Guilty  of  the  Charge  Al- 
ledg’d  Against  him,  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  the  Pris¬ 
oner  is  Guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  7  Article  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  Army  and  do  Adjudge  him  to  re¬ 
ceive  ten  lashes  upon  his  naked  back — 

John  Baker  President 
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The  Col.  Approves  of  the  Judgement  of  the  Court  but 
thinks  of  it  to  suspand  the  execution  of  his  sentance  for 
the  present  and  Orders  the  prisoner  to  be  releas’d  from 
his  Confinement  and  that  he  return  to  his  duty  in 
his  Com^  but  upon  his  Appearing  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  Again  Immediately  to  have  the  Afore  sd  Punishment 
Inflicted  upon  him  — 

Head  Quarters  June  7  1776 

Parole  Gates  Countersign  Mifflin 

The  Hon'^e  the  Continental  Congress  having  been 
Pleased  to  Appoint  Horatio  Gates  Esqr.  Major  Genl  and 
Thomas  Mifflin  Esq*"  Brigadier  General  In  the  Army  of 
the  united  Colonies  they  are  to  be  Obey’d  as  such — 

The  Hon*’‘e  the  Continental  Congress  having  been 
Pleased  to  Appoint  Stephen  Maylan  Esq  to  be  Quart*' 
mast*  gen*  in  the  Room  of  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq*  Re¬ 
ferred  and  to  be  obeyed  as  such  —  Walter  Stewart  and 
Issac  Pierce  Esq*®  are  Appointed  Aid  De  Camps  to 
Major  General  Gates  all  Orders  Whitten  or  Verball  by 
either  of  them  are  to  be  Considered  as  Coming  from  the 
Major  General  and  Obeyed  as  such  —  Brigadier  for  the 
Day  General  Heath  Field  Offlcer  for  Picquit  Col  Webb 
Lieut  Col  Nixon  and  Colburn 
Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Cary 
The  adjutant  of  Each  Regiment  to  Give  in  a  Return 
immediately  at  Head  Quarters  what  Num*  of  Picquits 
are  fit  for  service  and  what  Numbers  are  wanting  to 
Compleat  in  each  Regiment  — 

General  Greens  Orders 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  the  9  . .  1 1 . . 
1  2  Regiments  to  ordr  all  the  arms  in  each  of  their  Regts 
to  be  sent  over  to  the  armourers  in  the  City  of  New  York 
that  want  repairing  and  not  to  receive  them  Again  Unless 
an  Alarm  should  Happen  untill  they  are  well  repaired  fit 
for  use  the  tukes  [  ?]  are  to  be  placed  In  the  works  in 
the  following  Orders  one  Hxmdred  in  fort  Green  30  in  the 
works  on  the  Right  of  it  —  20  in  the  oblong  redoubts,  fifty 
in  fort  Putnam  and  20  in  the  works  on  the  left  .of  it  every 
Regt,  to  Clean  the  spears  once  a  week  at  least  at  their 
Alarm  Posts,  the  officer  at  the  ferry  Guard  to  stop  all  the 
arms  belonging  over  the  ferry  on  this  Island  and  report 
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immediately  to  the  General  who  has  them  and  where  they 
say  they  are  going  —  Also  two  centris  to  be  posted  at  the 
Church  to  stop  all  arms  going  eastward  from  the  City  of 
New  York,  any  person  stoped  With  Arms  their  Names 
place  of  Abode  to  be  taken  and  reported  Immediately 
Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lt.  Col. 
Crary  Adjutant  from  Col.  Hitchcocks  Regiment 
Head  Quarters  June  8  1776 

Parole  York  Countersign  Hudson 

The  Quarter  master  General  is  to  return  the  Number 
of  Spears  and  Intrinching  Toets  [  ?]  in  his  The  Briga¬ 
diers  are  to  see  than  an  exact  return  of  the  spears  in  their 
Respetive  Brigades  and  Posts,  is  also  Given  in  and  that 
a  report  be  forth  with  made  of  the  deficiency  of  Arms 
and  Acoutriments  wanting  in  each  Regt.  Distinguishing 
the —  their  several  Returns  are  expected 

without  delay  the  Cols,  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regts. 
and  Corps  are  to  Make  out  pay  Abstracts  for  April  these 
are  to  be  Carefully  examined  by  the  Brigadier  und'  whom 
they  serve  and  the  paymaster  General  before  they  are 
brought  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  writing  as  soon  as 
his  tower  of  duty  is  ended,  of  the  state  of  the  Guards  and 
all  remarkable  Qccurances  — 

The  Charges  made  by  Capt  Butler  against  Lieut  Silas 
Walker  of  Col  Nixons  Regiment  are  to  be  laid  before  the 
General  Court  Martial  Now  setting  and  the  parties  to  at¬ 
tend  with  their  evidences  when  Called  for  by  the  Court  — 
Lieut  Van  Hoock  of  Col.  Mac  Dougalls  Regt.  Charg’d 
With  disobedience  of  Orders  to  be  Tried  by  the  Gen‘  Court 
martial  now  sitting  Also  Lieut  Ezekial  Oakly  of  Col.  Mac 
Dougalls  Regiment  Charged  with  beeting  Sally  Patter¬ 
son  — 

Inhabitant  of  this  town  on  the  Head  with  a  stick  to  be 
Tried  by  the  General  Court  martial  — 

The  differant  Charges  Against  the  several  persons 
Above  Mentioned  to  be  Tried,  to  be  Given  immediately  to 
the  Judge  Advocate  together  with  the  Names  of  their 
Evidences  all  evidences  to  give  due  Attendance.  Col 
Nixons  Varnums  Parsons  Littles  Huntingtons  Webbs 
and  Arnolds  Regiments  have  nevet  Given  in  a  return  of 
their  Arms  and  Acoutriments  Altho  Order’d  Nigh  a 
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Month  since,  It  is  expected  They  will  be  more  particular 
in  future  and  as  an  Alteration  in  the  state  of  the  Arms 
and  Acoutriments  It  may  have  happened  in  some  of  the 
Regt  Who  have  sent  in  their  Returns  by  purchase  of  Arms 
and  so  forth  fine 

These  Regiments  are  Order’d  to  furnish  a  return  Agree¬ 
able  to  the  General  Orders  Above  specifyed  Good  bad 
and  wanting 

General  Greens  Orders 

Field  officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lieut 
Lieut  Col.  Cornall  Adjutant  from  Col.  Littles  Regiment 
Head  Quarters  June  9  1776 

Parol  Amboy  Countersign  Brunswick 

It  is  strongly  recommended  to  the  Officers  of  the  differ- 
ant  Regiments  to  Practice  the  Salute  with  The  Fuzee  and 
to  fall  upon  a  Method  of  being  Uniform  there  in  so  that 
all  may  require  one  and  the  same  mode  and  the  General 
desires  that  When  the  liners  [  ?]  turned  out  at  any  En¬ 
campment  All  the  Officers  keep  their  arms  Advanc’d 
and  salute  only  by  taking  of  their  Hats  Untill  they  have 
attained  a  more  direct  Method  of  Saluting  with  their 
Arms  — 

A  Guard  of  one  Sert  one  Corporal  and  ten  men  to 
mount  to  morrow  at  Murrys  Magazine  Mr.  Howard  will 
give  directions  for  placing  the  Centries  Lieut  Jacob 
Zank  of  Col  Hand  Regiment  Tried  at  the  General  Court 
martial  where  of  Col  Nixon  was  President  for  insulting 
and  Abusing  Lieut  Zeigler  Adjutant  of  Sd  Regt  and  for 
behaving  in  an  Infamous  and  Scandulous  Manner  Un¬ 
becoming  the  Officer  &  Gentleman  — 

The  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Prisoner  is  Guilty 
of  Publickly  Insulting  Lieut  Zeigler  on  the  Regimental 
Parade,  and  Adjudge  that  Lieut  Zank  ask  pardon  of  Lt. 
Zeigler  in  the  presence  of  the  Officers  of  the  Battallion 
and  be  repremanded  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Regt.  —  the  General  Approves  of  the  Above  Sentance  — 
Giles  Barrows  of  Captain  Barns  Company  &  Col  Nixons 
Regiment  tried  at  the  Above  Court  Martial  for  desertion 
and  forging  a  discharge  from  the  Continental  Service  is 
found  Guilty  of  the  same  and  sentanc’d  to  receive  39 
lashes  on  his  bare  back  — 
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John  Murray  of  Capt  Sternrods  Corny  in  Col  Mac- 
Dougalls  Regiment  Tried  at  the  Above  Court  martial  for 
desertion  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Prisoner  is 
Guilty  but  as  Much  Unfairness  has  been  much  Unfairness 
In  inlisting  the  Prisoner  and  his  being  Very  Ignorant 
Adjudge  him  to  be  Confined  5  days  —  On  Bread  and 
Water  — 

Gustin  Suby  of  Capt  HuUs  Company  and  Col.  Webbs 
Regiment  Tried  at  the  Above  Court  Martial  for  being 
Drunk  disobedience  of  Orders  and  Insulting  and  striking 
Iklr.  Webb  Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Putnam  is  found 
Guilty  and  sentanced  to  receive  30  lashes  on  his  bare  back 
The  General  Approves  the  Sentance  and  Orders  them  to 
be  put  into  execution  at  the  Usual  time  and  Place  — 
Brigade  Major  for  the  Day  Hendly  Brigadier  for  the 
Day  General  Lord  Sterling  Field  Officer  for  Picquit 
Col  Wyllys  Lt  Col.  Wysenfalse  and  Major  Sprout 
General  Greens  Orders 

Field  officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Lieut  Col. 
Henshaw  Adjt  from  Col  Vernums  Regiment 

The  9,  11  and  12  Regts  to  parade  to  morrow  morning 
at  6  oClock  upon  the  Right  of  Ye  Encampment  every 
officer  and  soldier  not  on  Duty  or  unwell  to  Join  their 
Respective  Regts.  The  fatigue  Party  not  to  turn  out  un¬ 
till  after  the  Regiments  are  paraded  — 

The  Officers  of  the  9th  11th  &  12  Regiments  are  de¬ 
sired  to  exercise  together  by  Regts  4  days  in  a  week  and 
the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  3  Regts  to  exercise  together 
once  a  week,  to  be  Exercis’d  by  the  Col.  of  the  Regt.  in 
turn  or  by  some  person  Appointed  by  the  Col.  Whose 
turn  it  is  —  The  Cols,  of  the  9,  11  &  12  Regts.  are  de¬ 
sired  to  marc  [  ?]  a  return  of  the  state  of  the  Arms  If 
Agreeable  to  Yesterdays  Orders,  to  morrow 
Head  Quarters  June  10  1776 
Parole  Bedford  Countersign  Cumberland 

The  Brigadier  Generals  are  requested  to  make  their 
differant  Brigades  Perfectly  Acquainted  with  their  several 
Alarm  Posts  and  that  they  pay  particular  Attention  to 
the  mens  arms  and  see  that  they  are  in  perfect  Good  fight¬ 
ing  order  — 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regts  from 
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which  men  were  taken  to  Compose  his  excellency  General 
Washingtons  Guard  are  not  to  Include  them  in  their  fu¬ 
ture  returns  or  Abstracts  After  the  month  of  March  they 
being  considered  As  a  distinct  Corps  — 

The  pay  master  General  has  removed  his  office  to  the 
house  of  Learned  Lispenard  Esqr.  by  the  North  River 
Near  his  excellency  General  Washingtons,  where  all  who 
have  business  to  Transact  with  him  are  desired  to  attend 
The  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments  are  desired  to  make 
their  Abstracts  on  a  whole  Sheet  of  Paper  that  the  pay¬ 
master  General  May  have  sufficient  room  to  draw  the  war¬ 
ranty  and  make  the  Necessary  Indorsements — ^Brigadr 
for  the  day  General  Heath 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  Col  Bayley  Lieut  Col.  Tylor 
and  Ma^or  Smith  Brigade  maj®*'  for  the  day  Trumball 
General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night  Major  Smith 
Adjutant  from  Col.  Hitchcocks  Regiment 
Head  Quarters  June  11  1776 
Parole  Cambridge  Counter®”  Dorchester 

A  working  Party  of  30  men  to  attend  at  the  Laboratory 
to  morrow  at  6  oClock  the  Instant  Quarter  master  Gen¬ 
eral  will  direct  them  what  Is  to  be  done  Daniel  Claffin 
of  Capt.  Boalsters  Company  in  Col  Leameds  Regt.  Tried 
at  the  General  Court  martial  where  of  Col.  Nixon  was 
President  for  desertion  is  found  Guilty  and  sentanced  to 
be  whipped  39  lashes  on  his  Naked  back 

William  Camp  of  Capt  Moores  Corny  in  Col  Prescotts 
Regiment  is  found  Guilty  and  sentanced  39  lashes  on  his 
bare  back  —  Fbenezer  Sawyer  of  Capt  Moors  Corny  In 
Col.  Prescotts  Regiment  tried  at  the  Above  Court  martial 
for  desertion  is  found  Guilty  and  sentanced  to  receive  20 
lashes  on  his  naked  back  The  General  Approves  of  the 
Above  sentances  and  Orders  them  to  be  put  into  execution 
at  the  usual  time  and  Place  — 

Head  Quarters  June  12  1776 
Parole  Dublin  Counters”  Essex 

Col.  Nixon  Col.  Vernum  and  some  other  Colonels  In 
Consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  17  Ultimo  having  Given 
In  a  return  of  their  Arms  to  the  Adjutant  Generals  Office, 
About  the  time  General  Gates  set  of  for  Philadelphia,  and 
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the  same  bein^  Losed  or  overlooked  were  Called  upon  the 
8th  Instant  for  Neglect  in  this  particular,  the  mistake 
therefore  being  Cleared  up  the  General  does  with  pleasure 
acquit  them  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  this  Instance,  and  feels 
a  satisfaction  in  finding  those  Gentlemen  unwilling  to 
labour  Under  a  suspicion  of  Neglect  of  their  duty,  as 
Nothing  but  an  attentive  Observance  of  General  Orders 
Can  enable  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  Govern  the  Troops 
and  preserve  that  regularity  and  discipline  which  is  Neces¬ 
sary  which  is  Necessary  to  distinguish  a  well  conducted 
Army  from  an  unruly  Kabble  —  It  is  therefore  Hoped 
and  expected  that  Ofiicers  of  every  denomination  will 
pride  themselves  in  the  execution  of  the  Orders  which  fall 
within  their  department  to  Obey — 

No  such  person  is  to  have  leave  of  Absence  from  the 
Camp  till  the  Director  General  of  the  Hospital  Certifys 
the  Necessity  of  it  and  the  length  of  Time  Requisite  for 
such  Absence  to  the  Brigadier  of  the  Brigade  he  belongs 
to  who  in  that  Case  Is  to  Grant  Permission  All  persons 
Absent  otherwize  than  this  Will  be  Considered  as  deserters 
and  those  Now  out  to  be  recalled  Brigadier  for  the  day 
General  Lord  Sterling  Field  Officer  for  Picquit  Col  Mac 
Dougall  Lieut.  Col.  and  Maj’’  Brooks 
Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Livingston 
General  Greens  Orders 

A  Garrison  Court  martial  to  set  to  day  for  ye  Trial  of 
the  Prisoners  now  in  the  Guard  House  The  Cols  or  Com¬ 
manding  Officers  of  the  9 . 11 .  &  12  Regiments  to  Certify 
to  the  Deputy  Commiss[ar]y  from  day  to  day  the  Neces¬ 
sary  Supplys  for  the  sick  of  the  Regiments  the  surgeons  to 
report  ye  states  and  wants  of  the  sick  every  day  — 

The  Centries  posted  at  the  Hospital  and  Armoury  not 
to  demand  the  Countersign  of  Passengers  unless  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  enter  those  places 
Field  Officer  for  Picquit  Major  Collins 
Adjutant  from  Col  Vemums  Regt. 

General  Greens  Orders  13  Jiine  1776 
Charles  Jacobs  of  Capt  Clerks  Corny  in  Col.  Vernums 
Regiment  Tried  at  a  Garrison  Ct.  Martial  for  desertion. 
Condemned  to  receive  39  lashes,  pay  all  Costs  and  his  pay 
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to  be  slop’d  from  the  time  he  deserted  untill  he  returned 
to  his  duty  — 

Isaac  Lopes  Cardano  of  Capt  Woolvertons  Company 
Tried  by  the  Afore  sd  Court  for  Stealing  a  Sum  of  money 
from  John  Squres  and  Condemn’d  to  be  whipped  39  lash¬ 
es  and  that  Capt.  Woolverton  and  W.  Squires  Appoint 
two  persons  to  Value  the  Effects  of  said  Cardago,  Now  in 
the  Hands  of  Squires  and  that  the  wages  of  the  prisoner 
shall  be  sloped  untill  the  Ballance  be  paid,  reserving  only 
such  sums  as  shall  be  barely  Necessary  for  Cloathing  the 
Prisoner  — 

The  General  Approves  of  the  Above  Sentances  &  orders 
them  to  be  executed  to  morrow  morning  at  the  Head  of 
the  Coores  to  which  they  belong  The  Camp  Cullimen 
of  the  9-11-12  Regts.  To  keep  the  Streets  in  the  Camp 
Clean  remove  all  the  Filth  Cover  the  Vaults  every  day 
and  dig  New  ones  once  a  week  the[y]  all  also  must  Attend 
the  Hospital  and  do  the  Necessary  duties  there  The 
Quarter  masters  are  required  to  attend  at  the  Hospital 
and  give  the  Necessary  directions  for  having  them  kept 
in  Good  Clean  Order 

The  Colonels  are  required  to  Appoint  Nurses  for  their 
sick  in  the  Hospital — 

No  soldier  to  purchase  Cloathing  of  another  without 
leave  of  the  Officer  to  which  the  soldier  belongs  that  has 
them  to  sell,  many  Soldiers  have  lately  been  Guilty  of 
Stealing  from  their  fellow  Soldiers  and  selling  them  in  a 
Clandestine  Way,  Any  Person  that  presumes  to  purchase 
Cloathing  without  having  taken  these  Necessary  Steps 
will  have  the  Cloaths  taken  Away  from  them  and  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  loss  of  what  they  have  advanc’d,  Thomas  Neale 
of  Col  Vernums  Regiment  in  Capt  Goughes  Company 
tried  at  the  Afore  sd  Court  martial  for  Getting  Asleep  On 
his  post  and  Condemned  to  be  whiped  20  lashes  that  being 
the  punishment  Ordered  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
the  Army  for  such  an  Offence  but  as  the  Court  recom¬ 
mends  him  for  mercy  he  is  pardon’d  In  Consequence 
thereof  and  Order’d  to  be  dismist  Immediately  from  Con¬ 
finement 

Head  Quarters  June  13 
Parole  Epsom 


Countersign  Falmouth 
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The  party  at  Kings  bridge  to  be  reinforc’d  with  1  Serge¬ 
ant  1  Corporal  and  20  ment  and  a  Gd.  from  that  party  to 
be  mounted  Over  the  Cannon  beyond  Kings  bridge  who 
are  to  be  exceedingly  Carefull  that  no  damage  that  no  dam¬ 
age  be  done  to  them. 

Brigadier  for  the  day  General  Heath  Field  Officer  for 
Picquit  Col  Ritzma  Lt.  Col.  Durkee  and  Major  Knolten 
Brigade  major  for  the  day  Hendley 
General  Greens  Orders 

Field  Officer  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Kight  Lieut  Col  Crary 
Adjutant  from  Col  Hitchcocks  Regt. 

Head  Quarters  June  14 

Parole  Countersn  Georgia 

The  Great  extensiveness  of  the  fortifications  and  works 
requiring  a  Greater  Number  of  Artillery  men  than  are  as 
yet  Present  in  the  Artillery  Regiment  the  General  in 
ordr  to  Remedy  the  Defficiency  and  forward  the  service 
directs  that  four  Able  bodied  active  men  be  pitched  upon 
in  Each  Company  of  every  Battallion  now  here,  the  Rifle 
Corps  excepted  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  these 
Men  are  to  leave  their  Arms  Amunitions  and  Acoutri- 
ments  in  the  several  Regiments  they  go  from  to  Supply 
the  deficiency  in  each  Company  — 

They  are  to  Join  the  Artillery  Regt.  and  do  duty 'in  ye 
Corps  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Knox  but  are  to  be 
Continued  upon  the  pay  and  muster  Rolls  of  their  Respec¬ 
tive  Regiments.  The  Additional  Artillery  men  are  to  be 
delivered  to  Lieut  Col  Knox  with  their  Necessaries  at  the 
bowling  Green  on  Sunday  morning  at  6  oClock.  The 
Adjutants  of  the  differant  Regts  are  to  attend  with  the 
men,  and  a  Roll  of  their  Names  at  the  Hour  Above  men¬ 
tioned,  the  Engineers  are  to  take  an  exact  acct.  of  all  the 
Entrenching  Tools  not  In  the  Quarter  masters  store  in 
and  About  New  York  or  long  Island  Governors  Island 
Powles  Hock  &  Hames  Hoock  They  are  then  to  propor¬ 
tion  the  tools  to  the  differant  Works,  and  take  the  Over 
lookers  at  each  place  his  rect.  for  the  Number  Delivered 
Calling  Upon  him  Regularly  once  a  week  for  acct  for  them 
The  Overlooker  to  receive  and  deliver  the  Tools  Regulai^ 
ly  every  Morning  and  Evening  as  he  will  be  made  account- 
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able  for  them  the  Engineers  are  to  Consider  this  as  a 
standing  Order  and  [  ?]  persue  it 

All  the  Carpenters  Ship  Carpenters  and  Joiners  in  the 
first  second  and  fourth  Brigades  with  a  proportion  of 
Officers  to  parade  to  morrow  Morning  at  6  oClock  before 
the  Deputy  Quarter  master  Generals  Office  Near  the  lib¬ 
erty  Pole  on  the  Common  and  there  take  their  Orders  from 
the  Q.  M.  G. 

One  Captain  and  30  ax  men  with  4  days  Provision  to 
parade  at  the  same  time  and  place  and  take  their  Orders 
also  from  the  Quarter  master  General — 

Lieut  Chapman  of  Col  Webbs  Regt  Under  arrest  for 
refusing  to  do  his  duty  is  to  be  Tried  by  The  General 
Court  martial  Now  setting  the  Adjt  Of  that  Regt.  and 
the  Other  Evedences  are  to  attend  the  Court  — 

The  five  Companies  of  Col  Wynes  Regiment  on  Long 
Island  are  to  be  mustered  to  morrow  Afternoon  at  4  oClock 
Near  General  Greens  Head  Quarters 
General  Greens  Orders 
Field  Officers  for  Picquit  to  morrow  Night 
Lieut  Col.  Cornall  Adjutant  from  Col  Littles  Regt 
General  Greens  Ordrs  June  14  76 
A  Subalten  sergeant  and  20’  men  to  be  detached  from 
the  Picquit  Guard  Every  Evening  to  Mount  Guard  at  Red 
Hook  Barbettee  Battery  to  Join  the  Picquit  Again  in  the 
Morning 

Head  Quarters  June  15  1776 
Parole  Gibalter  Countersign  Hallifax 

Brigardier  for  the  day  General  Lord  Sterling  field  offi¬ 
cer  for  Picquit  Col  Reed  Lieut  Col  Wesson  and  Major 
Sherman 

Brigade  Major  for  the  day  Cary 
General  Greens  Orders  Field  Officers  for  Picquit  to 
morrow  night  Lieut  Col  Henshaw  Adjutant  from  Col 
Vernums  Regt  — 

Head  Quarters  June  16  1776 
Parole  Hanover  Countersign  Ireland 

The  Continental  Congress  Congress  ^  having  been 
Pleased  to  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
Philadelphia  June  10  1776 

(To  he  continued) 


Courtesy  of  Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Babcock 


ST.  PETER’S  CHURCH  IN  SALEM  BEFORE 
THE  REVOLUTION 


By  Harriet  Sievester  Tapley 


Among  those  who  came  to  Salem  in  the  second  embarka¬ 
tion,  in  1629,  were  the  brothers  John  and  Samuel  Brown, 
the  one  a  lawyer,  and  the  other  a  merchant,  both  men  of 
wealth  and  recognized  among  the  first  patentees.  Whether 
they  left  England  to  escape  persecution,  or  from  mercen¬ 
ary  considerations,  does  not  appear;  it  is  evident,  however, 
that  they  were  strongly  attached  to  'the  interest  of  the 
English  Church,  and  entertained  the  reasonable  expecta¬ 
tion  that  the  Church  about  to  be  organized  in  Salem,  would 
adhere  to  the  formulary  and  government  of  the  establish¬ 
ment.  Even  Rev.  Francis  Higginson  upon  embarking 
is  reputed  to  have  declared :  ‘We  will  not  say,  as  the  Sep¬ 
aratists  were  wont  to  say,  at  their  leaving  of  England: 
Farewell,  Babylon,  farewell  Rome!  but  we  will  say,  Fare¬ 
well,  dear  England!  Farewell  the  Church  of  God  in 
England,  and  all  Christian  friends  there !  We  do  not  go 
to  New  England  as  Separatists  from  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  though  we  cannot  but  separate  from  the  corruption 
of  it.’  But  they  were  soon  undeceived. 

Governor  Endecott,  previous  to  their  arrival,  had  com¬ 
municated  his  views  to  the  Church  in  Plymouth  and  two 
articles  were  mutually  agreed  on,  viz.,  that  the  Church  at 
Salem  should  not  acknowledge  any  ecclesiastical  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  the  Church  at  Plymouth  and  that  the  authority  of 
ordination  should  not  exist  in  the  clergy,  as  in  the  protes- 
tant  churches  in  Europe,  but  should  depend  entirely  upon 
the  election  of  the  members  of  the  church ;  and  that  there 
should  be  a  representation  of  this  power  continually  in 
the  church.  Mr.  Endecott  was  resolved  to  disown  all 
connections  with  the  Church  of  England,  to  establish  an 
independent  form  of  ecclesiastical  government,  and  to 
abolish  the  use  of  the  English  liturgy. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Browns,  a  public  meeting 
was  called  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  colony  to  these 
measures.  Mr.  Endecott  was  successful,  but  not  wdthout 

(229) 


230  ST.  petee’s  chukch  before  the  revolution 

a  vigorous  opposition  from  a  very  respectable  minority, 
wbich  bad  been  active  in  promoting  the  settlement.  At 
the  head  of  this  minority  were  the  Browns,  John  and 
Samuel,  both  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Council. 
Finding  their  efforts  to  restore  the  ancient  worship  and 
order  of  the  Church  ineffectual,  they  withdrew  from  the 
society  and  assembled  in  a  private  house  for  the  purposes 
of  devotion.  They  did  not  continue  long,  however,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  religious  rights  and  privileges.  The 
Magistrates,  or  rather  Mr.  Endecott,  having  sent  to  de¬ 
mand  a  reason  for  the  separation,  they  replied  ‘that  as 
they  were  of  the  Church  of  England,  established  by  law 
in  their  native  country,  it  was  highly  proper  they  should 
worship  God  as  the  government  required  from  whom  they 
received  their  charter;  surely  they  might  be  permitted 
that  liberty  of  conscience,  which  all  conceived  so  reason¬ 
able  when  they  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.’  Their 
arguments,  however,  were  pronounced  mutinous  and  sedi¬ 
tious  by  most  of  the  first  settlers,  who,  notwithstanding 
their  recent  sufferings  for  religious  liberty  were  resolved 
that  none  should  participate  in  the  blessings  of  this  prom¬ 
ised  land  but  ‘saints  of  levelling  principles  and  puritani¬ 
cal  feelings’^ 

The  Browns,  refusing  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
Endecott  and  his  partisans,  were  transported  back  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Governor  Endecott  was  decidedly  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  ‘He  was  determined,’ 
says  Dr.  Bentley,  ‘to  execute  his  plan  of  Church  govern¬ 
ment.  One  inexperienced  in  the  passions  of  men  and  un¬ 
accustomed  to  consult  even  his  friends,  he  was  resolved 
to  admit  no  opposition.  They  who  could  not  be  terrified 
into  silence  were  not  commanded  to  withdraw,  but  they 
were  seized  and  transported  as  criminals.  The  fear  of  in¬ 
jury  to  the  Colony  induced  its  friends  in  England,  to  give 
private  satisfaction  and  then  to  write  a  reproof  to  him  who 
had  been  the  cause  of  such  outrages,  and  Endecott  never 
recovered  his  reputation  in  England.’ 

Mr.  George  D.  Phippin  wrote^  in  1859 :  * 

1  Gospel  Advocate,  Nov.,  1822. 

2  E.  I.  Hist.  Coll.  vol.  1,  p.  149. 
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On  the  banks  of  the  North  Kiver,  fully  two  years  before 
the  establishment  of  the  First  Church,  so  called,  at  Salem,  or 
the  ordination  of  Higginson  and  Skelton,  the  rites  and  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  Gospel  were  administered  to  the  ‘Old  Planters’ 
in  an  appropriate  place  of  worship  and  their  voices  in  united 
prayer  ascended  to  Heaven  in  the  sublime  words  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Litany:  ‘We  beseech  Thee  to  hear  us  Good  Lord,  that 
it  may  please  Thee  to  succour,  help  and  comfort  all  who  are 
in  danger,  necessity  and  tribulation.’  And  over  the  waters 
echoed  their  anthem  of  praise,  ‘For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God 
and  a  great  King  above  all  Gods.  In  His  hand  are  all  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  earth  and  the  strength  of  the  hills  in  His  also.’ 

Of  Episcopacy  and  Episcopalians  in  Salem  we  hear 
nothing  further  until  about  a  century  had  elapsed.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  time,  however,  there  was  an  increasing  interest  in 
the  services  of  the  Church  of  England.  A  little  more  than 
fifty  years  after  the  Endecott  episode,  King’s  Chapel  was 
established  in  Boston,  followed  by  Christ  Church  and  Trin¬ 
ity.  So  that  in  addition  to  those  there  were,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  St.  Michael’s  at  Marble¬ 
head  and  Queen  Anne’s  Chapel  in  Newbury  which  could 
serve  the  Church  of  England  people  in  Salem  and  vicinity. 
Of  course,  St.  Michael’s  being  the  nearest,  founded  in 
1714,  provided  religious  services  for  Salem  people,  and 
through  the  efforts  of  their  rector.  Rev.  George  Pigot,® 
St.  Peter’s  parish  was  founded. 

The  Venerable  Society  of  London  sent  over  Sir  Francis 
Nicholson  in  1713  to  organize  Episcopal  Churches  in  sev¬ 
eral  places  outside  Boston.  The  people  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Churches  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  need  of  another  church  in  towns  where  there  was  al¬ 
ready  a  church  of  their  faith  established.  King’s  Chapel 
was  the  only  Episcopal  Church  in  Massachusetts  that  was 
self-supporting  before  the  Revolution,  the  others  receiving 
aid  from  the  Lords’  Society.  (Foote,  Annals  of  Kin<fs 
Chapel. ) 

Several  Salem  families  were  listed  on  the  records  of  St. 
Michael’s  parish.  Among  them  William  Fairfax,  Esq., 
who  came  to  Salem  as  Collector  of  the  Port,  was  devoted  to 
the  Church  of  England  and  served  on  the  vestry  at  Mar- 

3  See  AppenAia;. 
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blehead.  John  Tousel,^  a  merchant  from  the  Island  of 
Jersey,  who  married  into  the  Hathorne  family,  naturally 
turned  to  the  faith  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up.  John 
Oulton,  another  merchant  of  Boston  and  Salem,  served  as 
warden.  Other  Salem  names  appearing  on  the  early  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Marblehead  Church  include  Thomas  Walters, 
Jacob  Manning,  John  Skinner,  John  Abbot,  John  Presson, 
Daniel  Parrot,  William  Burroughs,  John  Shillaber,  John 
Newcomb,  Richard  Thompson,  James  Stephenson,  Esq., 
Francis  Sutton,  George  Plaxton,®  Esq.,  John  Mesurier, 
John  Booth,  Daniel  Ingols,  David  Le  Gallais,  Sarah  Dove 
and  John  Goodhue. 

First  Subscribers  to  the  Salem  Church 

The  first  suggestion  of  a  Church  for  Salem  is  contained 
in  the  following  subscription  paper®  which  was  circulated 
in  1731 : 

Salem,  Comit.  Essex 

Nov.  Aug. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  promise  and 
oblige  each  of  us  to  pay  the  Sum  exprest  against  our  Names 
for  and  towards  the  Erecting  and  building  of  a  Church  of 
England  in  such  convenient  Place  within  the  Township  of 
Salem  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  Commissioners  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  And  to  whom  or  their  Order  We  will  readily 
and  bona  Fide  pay  our  said  voluntary  Subscription :  Witness 
our  Hands  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  October  A.  D. 
1731  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  most  Gracious 
King  George. 

Francis  Welle,  £  5-  David  Le  Gallais  £  5- 

Alexander  Bean,  £  3-  Joshua  Ahier  2 

William  Phips,  £  5-  John  Shillaber  50 

George  Hy  Tenwoorke  [  ?]  4-Jacob  Manning  10  pd 
Wm.  Hawksworth,  SormorePeter  Windiat  12 
Jno.  Newcomb  £  3-  Daniel  Abbot  05 

Charles  Reddien,  5  Richard  Bethell  08  pdinclabords 

Wm.  Mathes  03 
Pethuel  Whiteing  5 

4  See  Appendix. 

5  See  Appendix. 

6  Now  in  the  manuscript  collection  of  the  Essex  Institute, 
a  recent  gift  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
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W.  Fairfax  £10 
James  Gibson  20 
John  Connelly  20 
J.  Oulton  10 

Samll  Ingersoll  3 
John  Touzel  25 
William  Moverly  3 

While  it  is  true  that  the  larger  part  of  the  early  Puritan 
settlers  of  Salem  adhered  to  the  Congregational  church, 
yet  by  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  an 
infiltration  of  Church  of  England  families,  especially  from 
the  Channel  Islands,  like  Philip  English  and  the  Touzells, 
the  Le  Gallais  and  others.  When  a  new  Church  was  in 
prospect,  it  was  customary  to  ask  for  donations  from  Eng¬ 
lish  seafaring  men  who  frequented  these  ports,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  at  St.  Michael’s  in  1722  a  committee  was  appointed 
‘to  solicit  the  Captains  of  the  Ships’  for  contribution  for 
enlarging  that  Church. 

Heading  this  list  of  subscribers  to  St.  Peter’s,  was  Capt. 
Francis  Wells,  a  member  of  King’s  Chapel,  Boston,  whose 
daughter  married  Samuel  Adams.  John  Oulton’^  was 
also  sometime  of  Boston,  but  later  of  Salem  and  Marble¬ 
head,  engaged  in  commerce,  and  married  Deborah  Browne 
of  Salem,  a  sister  of  Dr.  Edward  Augustus  Holyoke’s 
first  wife.  Capt.  David  Le  Gallais  was  a  Jerseyman  who 
settled  in  Salem,  engaged  in  commerce  and  married 
Hannah  Browne,  sister  of  Deborah.  These  Browne  sis¬ 
ters  were  daughters  of  Col.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Legg) 
Browne,  the  merchant  family  of  Marblehead,  and  grand¬ 
daughters  of  Col.  John  Legg.  Another  daughter  Mary, 
married  Stephen  Minot.  The  remainder  of  the  names, 
except  Bean,  Phips  and  Hawksworth,  who  were  perhaps 
masters  of  vessels  in  Boston,  were  all  of  Salem.  John 
Shillaber  was  the  most  enthusiastic,  as  he  subscribed  the 
largest  amount,  £50.  He  was  a  wool-comber  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  had  attended  the  Marblehead  church,  and  was  a  man 
of  some  property.  Ingersoll,  Connelly  and  Whiting  were 
master  mariners;  Lt.  Jacob  Manning  was  a  gunsmith  and- 
anchor-maker ;  Capt.  Benjamin  Moreshead  married  Sarah 
Lindall,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Veren)  Lin- 
7  See  Appendix. 
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dall  and  sister  of  Judge  Lindall,  and  of  the  wife  of  Capt. 
Benjamin  Pickman ;  Richard  Bethel  was  probably  a  tailor, 
as,  according  to  the  Lynde  Diaries  in  1736,  he  had  Lynde’s 
‘dark  blueish  gray  cloth  with  my  chocolate  colored  coat,’ 
promising  to  have  it  made  up  in  three  days.  James  Gib¬ 
son  was  a  Boston  merchant,  who  was  living  in  Salem  at 
the  time.  Col.  Gibson  has  been  credited  with  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  he  having  contributed 
£500  toward  the  undertaking.  (Memorial  Hist.  Boston,  II, 
113.) 

Col.  William  Fairfax,®  who  was  one  of  the  prime  mov¬ 
ers  in  the  building  of  a  church  in  Salem,  was  doubtless 
the  most  influential  of  the  early  proponents.  He  was  of  an 
old  and  aristocratic  family  later  connected  with  the  Wash¬ 
ingtons.  He  came  to  Salem  with  his  family  in  1725,  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port,  and  like  most 
of  the  Customs  officers,  was  a  strict  adherent  to  the  Church 
of  England.  He  attended  the  Marblehead  Church  for 
flve  years  where  with  Jacob  Manning  he  served  on  the 
vestry,  and  then  interested  enough  people  to  form  the  Sa¬ 
lem  parish.  He  was  treasurer  of  St.  Peter’s  during  the 
building  of  the  Church.  When  his  wife  died  in  Salem  in 
1730,  he  asked  to  have  the  funeral  in  the  First  Church, 
but,  Bentley  says,  being  refused,  it  was  held  in  the  East 
Church.  It  was  probably  held  there  with  Rev.  Thomas 
Harward,  who  was  then  supplying  for  Rev.  Mr.  Pigot,  in 
Marblehead,  conducting  the  service,  as  is  indicated  by  the 
list  of  burials  in  St.  Michael’s  records.  Col.  Fairfax  mar¬ 
ried,  second,  in  Salem,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Deborah  (Gedney)  Clarke.  Rev.  Thomas  Harward,  lec¬ 
turer  of  King’s  Chapel,  who  was  supplying  for  Rev. 
George  Pigot,  at  that  time  also  was  the  officiating  clergy¬ 
man,  Their  son  Byran  became  the  eighth  Lord  Fairfax, 
and  was  ordained  an  Episcopal  clerg>’man  in  1789.® 

8  E.  I.  Hist.  Coll.  vol.  16,  p.  272 ;  68,  p.  169.  See  also 
Appendix. 

9  The  Rev.  Bryan  Fairfax  was  the  rector  of  Christ  Church, 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  when  the  Washingtons  were  connected 
with  that  parish,  and  where  he  preached  the  sermons,  now  in 
their  ta\vny  old  age  more  revered  than  read  by  his  descendants. 
Mr.  Fairfax  was  estimated  by  the  county  ladies  to  have  a  very 
pretty  taste  in  literature.  He  had  made  several  translations  in 
verse  from  the  French  tongue,  and  had  written  an  Oriental  love 


COL.  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 
1691  .  1757 

■  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Salem 
The  foremost  proponent  of  the  Salem  Church 


From  a  youthful  portrait  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Charles  Baird,  Jr.,  of  Marshall,  Virginia 
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Another  interesting  list  of  subscribers  is  preserved  in 
St.  Peter’s  records.  It  ^ives  the  names  of  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  people  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  who  in  1732,  at 
the  instigation  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pigot,  a  native  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land,  helped  the  Church  in  Salem  to  the  extent  of  £  47.10. 
These  were  people  of  much  prominence  in  Newport,  which 
was  then  a  thriving  commercial  port.  The  paper  is  super¬ 
scribed:  ‘Mr.  Pigot’s  Collections  at  Newport.  The 
within  Collection  was  pd.  Mrs.  Pigot  after  her  Husband’s 
death  to  David  Britton  by  order  on  Mr.  Jon  Brandon.’ 
The  list  follows : 


Newport,  Nov'  13th  1732 
We,  whose  Names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  oblige  Our¬ 
selves  &  our  Heirs  &c,  to  be  answerable  to  the  Committee  of 
Salem  Church,  for  the  respective  sums  against  our  several 
Names,  towards  the  building  an  House  of  worship,  at  Salem, 
in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  according  to  the  Established  Church 
of  England.  £.  s.  d. 

Nathe’l  Kay  10  :  0  :  00 

Elisabeth  Macintosh  2  :  0:0 

Mary  Macintosh  2  :  0:0 

John  Browne  1  :  10  :  0 

Edward  Scott  2  :  0:0 

Peter  Bours  2  :  0:0 

Samuel  Wickham  1  :  0:0 

Jahleel  Brenton  10  :  0  :  0 

Daniel  Updike  2  :  0:0 

William  Wanton  Junr  2  :  0:0 

John  Freebody  2  :  0:0 

Stephen  Ayrault  1  :  0:0 

John  Chace  1  :  0:0 

John  Gidley  1  :  0:0 

William  Mumford  1  :  0:0 

George  Wanton  1  : 

John  Dickinson  1  :  0:0 

£42  :  10. 


tale.  Parson  Fairfax,  when  he  went  to  England,  in  1798,  to 
make  good  his  claim  to  the  eighth  Lord  Fairfax,  Baron  of  Cam¬ 
eron,  is  thus  described  by  one  of  his  cousins  at  Leeds  Castle: 
‘He  was  a  portly,  handsome  man,  wearing  a  full  suit  of  purple, 
the  custom  of  the  clergy-  of  Virginia.’  Bryan  and  his  son 
Thomas  were  the  last  visitors  to  Mount  Vernon  mentioned  in 
Washington’s  diary,  a  few  days  before  his  death.  (Constance 
Cary  Harrison,  Century  Magazine,  April,  1889.) 
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pd  20  li 

rd  5  of  the  other  list  -  pd 
Webb  20 :  0 :  0 

belonging  to  Boston  -  rd  of  Randall  5 


£47  :  10. 

It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  know  who  these  subscribers 
were.^®  Nathaniel  Kay,  who  signed  in  a  bold  hand,  at  the 
top,  had  been  the  Collector  of  Customs  in  Newport  since 
1702,  and  was  a  liberal  benefactor  of  the  Church  through¬ 
out  the  Colony,  the  most  generous  the  early  Church  had. 
He  owned  an  elegant  house,  with  spacious  grounds,  and 
when  he  died  in  1734,  left  a  substantial  amount  for  the 
support  of  two  schools.  Edward  Scott  was  a  Judge  and  a 
member  of  the  Literary  Society,  which  became  the  Red¬ 
wood  Library.  Peter  Bours  was  the  father  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  Bours,  later  Rector  of  St.  Michael’s,  Marblehead, 
member  of  the  Library  Society,  and  of  the  Council  of  the 
Government  of  Rhode  Island  —  an  influential  merchant, 
prominent  both  in  Church  and  community.  Capt.  Samuel 
Wickham  belonged  to  the  Library  Society.  Jahleel  Bren- 
ton,  grandson  of  the  Governor,  served  on  the  Admiralty 
Court  to  try  pirates  with  Governor  Dummer.  He  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  Governor  Cranston  and  inherited  great 
wealth.  His  estate  was  confiscated  during  the  Revolution. 
Col.  Daniel  Updike  belonged  to  the  Library  Society,  mar¬ 
ried  the  widow  of  Governor  Wanton  and  became  Lieut. 
Governor  and  Attorney  General.  William  Wanton  was 
son  of  the  Governor.  John  Freebody  was  of  an  old  aristo¬ 
cratic  family  of  Newport.  Stephen  Ayrault  was  probably 
son  of  Dr.  Pierre  Ayrault,  a  Huguenot  who  had  fled  from 
France.  Capt.  John  Chace,  a  native  of  Barbados,  was  a 
wealthy  Magistrate,  who  married  a  granddaughter  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Benedict  Arnold.  John  Gidley  came  from  Devon, 
England,  an  enterprising  merchant  who  became  Judge  of 
Vice  Admiralty  Court.  William  Mumford  was  a  shop¬ 
keeper  who  married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Honey- 
man.  Capt.  George  Wanton  was  son  of  the  Governor,  who 
fitted  out  an  armed  vessel  to  go  against  the  Spanish  pirates 

10  Updike,  History  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Narragansett, 
R.  I.  1907. 


REV.  BRYAN  FAIRFAX,  SON  OF  COL.  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX  AND  DEBORAH  (CLARK)  OF  SALEM 


He  became  the  eighth  Lord  Fairfax  of  England  and  was  settled  as  Rector  of  the  Church 
in  Alexandria,  Virginia 
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to  protect  commerce  and  shipbuilders.  Capt.  John  Dick¬ 
inson  was  a  merchant  of  Warwick,  Rhode  Island.  Thomas 
Armstrong  of  Boston  also  contributed. 

The  early  records  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  give  the  names 
of  those  who  made  ‘free  Gifts  towards  building  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church  in  this  Town  as  also  what  was  advanced 
them  by  the  Undertakers.’  The  list  dated,  Salem,  New 
England,  1733  and  1734,  follows: 


Capt.  Edward  Blew  £5 


Capt.  Pethuel  White- 
ing  5 

Capt.  Francis  Wells  5 

Capt.  Thomas  Douglass  5 
Capt.  George  Gibbs  5 

Alexander  Bean  3 

Capt.  Joseph  Majory  5 
Capt.  John  Ahier  2 
Capt.  Peter  Kenwood  5 
Capt.  Christopher  Pate  5 
Capt.  Robert  Harris  5 
Capt.  David  Le  Gaily  5 
Mr.  Thomas  Gains¬ 
borough  6 

Capt.  Lazarus  Oxehen- 
han  1.10 

Capt.  Thomas  Phillips  5 
Capt.  Joseph  Spear  1 
Capt.  Rob  Clapp  2 

Capt.  Daniel  Gibbs  1 
Capt.  William  Smith  3 
Capt.  Jere  Fones  10 
Capt.  Martin  Duckell  5 
Capt.  John  Coterell  5 
William  Fairfax  10 

Capt.  Benjamin  Mores- 
head  3 

Richard  Palmer  10 

John  Shillaber  10 

Joseph  Hilliard  5 

Jno.  Newcomb  3 

Jno.  Towsill  23.  9 

Jacob  Manning  10 


Jno.  Hammack  £3 

William  Speakman  5 

William  Price  2 

John  Estick  5 

Jona.  Barnard  2 

George  Shore  3 

George  Craddock,  Esq.,  5 
John  Jekyl,  Esq.  Collec¬ 
tor  10 

William  Lambert,  Esq., 
Comptroller  5 

Gideon  Ball  5 

James  Smith  5 

Elim.  Hutchinson  5 

Charles  Apthorp  5 

J oseph  Atkins,  Esq.  5 

Ed.  Hopkins,  Lieut,  of 
ye  Scarborough  3 

William  Bruce,  Doctor 
of  ditto  3 

Luke  Verde  2 

Will  Coffin  2 

Joseph  Clearnley  2 

Benj.  Atkinson  5 

William  Kennedy  3 

William  Pattin  2 

Estis  Hatch  5 

James  Hill  2 

Capt.  George  Trewin  3 

Capt.  Samuel  Rowe  2 

Peter  Luce  5 

Mr.  Arburthnott  2 

Amos  Wood  3 

Robert  Skynner  2 
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John  Crowninshield^^  10 


Clifford  Crownin- 
shield^®  6 

Samuel  Stone  5 

Capt.  Thomas  Reed  2 

Peter  Wendett  6 

Ralph  Noden  30 

Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  7.13 
Arthur  Savage  3 

Gilbert  Warner  3 

Samuel  Grainger  3 

Mr.  Armstrong  1 

Mr.  Horton  3 

Henr}’^  Whitton  15 

Nathaniel  Fletcher  10 

Philip  Dumeresque  5 

Capt.  Edward  Tyng  4 

John  Ledall  3 

Capt.  Derell,  Com.  of 
ye  Scarborough  5 

Hugh  Vans  2 

John  Merrett  5 

Abram  Francis  5 

Thomas  Perkins  10 


Col.  Waters  of  Jamaica  20 
Benj.  Fanevill  2 

George  Monk  3 

Richard  Stephens  3 

Henry  Laughton  5 

George  Vaux  2.10 

Thomas  Ashton  1 

Edw.  Lutwicke  2 

Robert  Jenkins  1 

Edward  Pain  1 

Henry  Simbry  3 

John  Roucheon,  Doctr.  3 

Silvester  Gardner  2 

Capt.  St.  Indowin  3 

George  Campbell  5 

Maj.  Lend.  Lockman  3 

Edw.  Tothill  3 

Edw.  Carter  1 

Capt.  Evans  2 

Henry  &  John  Caswell  5 

Nathll.  Green  5 

Thomas  Green  10 


In  addition,  Gedney  Clark,  who  was  later,  British 
Colonel,  sent  from  Bermuda,  where  he  was  then  living, 
£25  for  Pew  No.  1,  in  the  new  Church.  Lord  Howe,  who 
was  Governor  of  Barbados,  sent  £63,  15s. 


Laxd  GrvEx^  BY  English  and  Building  Commenced 

Evidently  sufficient  contributions  had  been  received  to 
warrant  beginning  the  erection  of  St  Peter’s  Church  in  the 
spring  of  1733.  On  May  31st  a  deed  of  gift  of  the  land 

11  John  and  Clifford  C^o\^•ninshield  were  sons  of  Dr. 
Johannes  Casper  Richter  von  Kronenscheldt,  of  Germany,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  John,  b.  in  Boston,  Jan.  19, 
1696-7,  and  d.  in  Salem  May  25,  1761 ;  Clifford,  b.  in  Boston,  Dec. 
10,  1699,  and  d.  in  Salem  April  4,  1776.  John  married  Anstiss 
Williams,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Manning)  Williams, 
and  was  a  cooper  and  later  a  master  mariner  engaged  in  the 
fisheries;  inv.  Nov.  10,  1761,  £1510.17.09.  Their  children  were 
Anstiss,  Elizabeth,  John,  Sarah,  Jacob,  George,  Benjamin  and 
Mary.  Clifford,  merchant,  brother  of  John,  married.  May  15, 
1721,  Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rachel  Hilliard,  who  d. 
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upon  which  the  present  Church  now  stands,  at  the  corner 
of  St.  Peter  and  Brown  streets,  was  made  by  Philip  Eng¬ 
lish,  merchant,  and  his  family,  consisting  of  Philip  Eng¬ 
lish,  Jr.,  innholder,  John  English,  mariner,  William 
Browne,  mariner,  and  wife,  Mary,  and  John  Touzel,  mari¬ 
ner,  and  wife  Susannah.  The  consideration  was  five  shill¬ 
ings.  This  land  was  conveyed  to  the  building  committee 
of  the  Church,  Rev.  George  Pigot  of  Marblehead,  mission¬ 
ary,  William  Fairfax,  Esq.,  James  Gibson,  merchant, 
Jacob  Manning,  gunsmith  and  John  Shillaber,  shop¬ 
keeper.^^ 

Philip  Eiiglish^^  was  the  greatest  merchant  of  his  day 
and  at  the  height  of  his  prosperity  owned  twenty-one  ves¬ 
sels  and  a  wharf  and  warehouse  at  the  Neck,  as  well  as 
fourteen  buildings  in  the  town.  He  was  a  staunch  ad¬ 
herent  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  would  no  doubt  have 
done  more  for  the  Church,  but  he  was  now  old  and  feeble. 
He  died  in  1736,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  and  was  buried 
in  the  churchyard.  English  had  been  imprisoned  for  not 
paying  taxes  to  the  Congregational  church  in  Salem  in 
1724.  He  attended  St.  Michael’s  in  Marblehead  and  the 
ferryman  between  Salem  and  Marblehead  finally  refused 
to  carry  him  across  on  Sunday.  The  law  expressed  that 
if  a  person  lived  more  than  five  miles  from  an  Episcopal 
Church,  he  could  not  have  transportation.  The  distance 
in  this  ease  by  land  exceeded  that  number  of  miles.  He 
declared  that  ‘he  was  born  and  bred  in  the  Communion  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  that  he  would  go  to  no  other 
publick  worship  willingly.’ — (Foote,  Annals  of  King’s 
Chapel,  I,  449.) 

The  committee  had  been  meeting  at  Philip  English’s 
‘great  house,’  since  the  previous  December  arranging  about 
the  details  of  procuring  material.  They  prepared  the  fol¬ 
lowing  memorandum  for  the  frame  of  the  new  Church  to 
be  brought  to  Salem  by  Capt.  John  Webb:  ‘Two  Ground¬ 
sills  forty-six  feet  long,  tenn  &  thirteen  Inches  Square,  Two 

Aug.  30,  1736,  and  he  married  second,  Jan.  6,  1736-7,  Christian 
Bray.  Will  probated  1776,  inv.  £851.00.11.  Children:  Joseph, 
John  and  Mary. 

12  Essex  deeds,  65  :  24. 

13  See  E.  I.  Hist.  Coll.  vol.  75,  p.  23 ;  also  manuscript  life  of 
Philip  English  by  Henrj'  Wyckoff  Belknap  in  the  Essex  Institute. 


240  ST.  petee’s  chuech  befoee  the  eevolution 


Endsills  thirty  five  Lon^  ten  &  thirteen  Square,  Sixteen 
Sleepers  thirty  five  Long  Eleven  Inches  Square,  Eight 
Girt  nine  Long  Ten  &  Twelve  Inches,  Two  plates  forty 
Six  Long  nine  &  ten  Inches,  Eighteen  posts  twenty  five 
Long  13  Inches  Square,  Six  Beems  thirty  Eight  Long, 
thirteen  Inches  Square  twelve  Rafters  twenty  five  Long 
ten  &  Eleven  inches  Square,  four  Posts  for  Steeple  fifty 
Long  Sixteen  Inches  Square.  Twelve  Girts  for  ye  same 
Twelve  feet  Each  &  Sixteen  Inches  Square,  One  piece  for  a 
Girt  thirty  five  Long  &  thirteen  &  fifteen  Inches  square.’ 

The  articles  of  agreement  were  signed  by  John  Webb, 
January  1,  1733,  the  latter  promising  to  deliver  this  tim¬ 
ber  in  Salem  on  or  before  April  20,  the  ‘tun  timber’  at  the 
rate  of  thirty-five  shillings  a  tun,  and  the  ‘ranging  timber’ 
at  thirty-seven  shillings  a  hundred,  ‘all  to  be  square  and 
Good,  fit  to  work  without  loss  or  damage.’  Webb  received 
£20  for  the  timber,  which  apparently  was  delivered  at 
James  Gibson’s  saw  pit,  where  it  was  sawed,  1052  feet  at 
16/8  a  hundred.  Mr.  Gibson  paid  Benjamin  Bootman  to 
measure  it  and  also  charged  various  sums  for  ‘giting  tim¬ 
ber  on  ye  Pitt  for  to  saw,’  for  rum  for  the  workmen  and 
for  his  negro  ‘bringing  up  ye  Timber  from  ye  Pitt.’  On 
April  19,  Webb  also  gave  an  order  to  the  committee  to 
pay  to  Samuel  Stephens  £6.3  s.  9  d.  for  freight  of  four 
large  posts  for  the  church  steeple. 

On  June  5,  1733,  an  agreement  was  drawn  up  by  the 
committee,  to  which  the  name  of  David  Britton  had  been 
added,  with  John  Mackmillon,^^  Timothy  Mackmillon  and 
Benjamin  Estes,  who  were  to  ‘Frame  a  Church  of  forty- 
Six  feet  Long,  thirty  five  feet  wide  and  Twenty-five  feet 
post,  also  a  Steeple  or  Tower  Twelve  feet  Square  and  about 
Six  and  forty  feet  high  or  as  the  posts  will  bare  &  To  put 
a  Girt  in  order  for  a  Galerey,  To  Compleet  ye  Same  In 
Every  part  as  a  frame  ought  to  be  done,’  for  £50,  the  tim¬ 
ber  to  be  laid  in  place  by  the  committee.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  building  would  be  ready  to  raise  on  or  before  J uly 
5.  Samuel  Manning  was  paid  £34. 18s  for  iron  work, 
large  dogs  and  44  hinges  for  the  pews.  John  Luscomb 

14  Bentley  says  that  Macmillan  was  ‘old  in  1718,’  and  that 
‘his  great  ax  in  hewing  was  proverbial.’  He  died  April  20,  1748, 
according  to  the  Timothy  Orne  almanacs. 


r 
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furnished  the  window  frames.  Samuel  Bell  made  the 
underpinning  for  the  Church,  46  feet  long,  35  feet  wide 
and  for  the  tower  12  feet  square,  also  three  feet  deep,  two 
feet  half  through,  at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and  six 
pence  a  perch.  John  Henderson  and  Thomas  Fowler  did 
some  of  the  digging.  Thomas  Barton  provided  the  hard¬ 
ware,  such  as  deck  nails,  at  £6.  Is.  Timothy  Mackmillion 
and  Benjamin  Estes  agreed  to  ‘arch  the  Church  inside’ 
and  finish  fit  for  plastering  for  £11.  Some  of  the  joists 
were  brought  from  Middleton,  Wenham  and  Boxford. 
Benjamin  Beadle  was  paid  £6  for  carters,  sawyers  and 
carpenters.  A  consignment  of  nails  came  from  Thomas 
Gunter  of  Boston,  £34.13. 

The  Church  was  raised  on  June  29,  1733,*®  and  the  bill 
for  provisions  for  the  supper  follows : 


To  fitting  up  Tables,  nails,  work  &c.  0.  10.  0 

To  24  y<2,  li  Butter  at  18d  1.  16.  9 

To  1  Load  wood  15/  0.  15.  0 

To  1  barl  Beer  0.  14.  0 

To  Turnips  8/,  6  li.  tobaco  6/  0.  14.  0 

To  Reasons  and  Currants  0.  12.  0 

To  1  /4  Beef  of  Daniel  Twist  82  li  2.  14.  8 

-  7.  6.  5 


To  6  li  Candles  @  20  p  0.  10.  0 

To  biskit  0.  10.  0 

To  Phill  Sanders,  67  Loves  at  12d  3.  7.  0 

TO  1  barl  Cider  1.  5.  0 

To  1  Cheese  of  J.L.  26  li  1/4  1.  10.  7 

To  40  li  Pork  @  16d  2.  13.  4 

-  9.  15.  1 


TO  Eggs  6/  0.  6.  0 

To  5  li  White  Sugar  2/6  p  0.  12.  6 

To  1  Quart.  Choice  mutton  12  li :  @  lid  0.  11.  0 

To  Hawkins  bill  for  mutton  &  lamb  4.  15.  7 

To  2/  pd  for  milk  0.  2.  0 

To  10  qts.  wine  2/  p  1.  0.  0 

7.  7.  1 

To  li  peper  3  /6,  1  gal.  malt  4 /6  doz 

pipes  0.  14.  8 

28  li  Sugar  at  lid.  28  li  flower  1.  5.  4 


15  Interleaved  almanacs  of  James  Jeffrey,  E.  I.  Hist.  Coll., 
36 :331. 


242  ST.  Peter’s  church  before  the  revolution 


Sinomond  &  Nutmegs  0.  8.  0 

To  20  gal.  Bum  @7/6  li.  flower  7.  2.  6 

1  gal.  Do.  7/.  2  li.  Sugar  1/10  0.  8.10 

- 11.  7.  4 


£36.  6.  4 

Bentley  says,  in  1801,  that  the  supper  was  held  at  James 
Gibson’s  house  on  Essex  Street  on  the  east  side  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  Street  and  that  Mr.  Fairfax  lived  in  Hathorne’s 
house  on  the  west  side  of  Cambridge  street,  facing 
Essex  street.  Also  that  Philip  English  ‘dressed  himself 
in  a  new  suit  of  cloathes  at  the  supper.’ 

The  next  day  following  the  raising  another  contract  was 
signed  with  Mackmillion  and  Estes  for  shingling  and  clap¬ 
boarding  the  Church  and  to  lay  a  ‘Ruf  Flore  of  Plank,’  for 
which  they  were  to  be  paid  £35,  one  third  in  goods  and  the 
rest  in  cash.  On  July  16,  the  committee  agreed  to  pay 
£15  to  the  same  carpenters  to  ‘put  up  weatherboards.’ 
George  Daland  furnished  clapboards,  boards,  window 
frames,  shingles,  lime  and  sand,  £8.  19.  0.  Samuel  Bar¬ 
nard  also  presented  a  bill  for  clapboards.  The  contract 
for  painting  was  given  to  John  Holliman,  at  £59.  8.  0.: 
the  south  doors,  the  west  great  doors,  painting  16  windows 
with  caps,  21  other  windows,  flue  boards,  coving  around 
the  towers,  the  bannisters,  the  four  spires,  the  side  south 
door,  2  steeple  doors.  An  order  was  given  by  James  Gib¬ 
son  and  David  Britton,  Church  committee,  to  William 
Fairfax,  Esq.,  ‘to  deliver  to  Mr.  Benj®  Beadle  ye  Bar'  of 
Rum  sent  from  Barbados  by  Mr.  Edward  Corbin  for  the 
use  of  the  Church  at  five  shill  &  six  pence  a  gallon.’  Jona¬ 
than  Mackmallan  was  paid  £1.  12s.  for  turning  four  balls 
for  ‘ye  Pinecles  of  ye  Tower.’  Benjamin  Rutland  of  Bev¬ 
erly  Glazed  and  fitted  ‘Lead  for  28  windows  @  2/p  foot 
there  being  14  feet  in  Each  Window,’  he  also  furnished  37 
pounds  of  sheet  lead  at  12d.  delivered  to  Benj.  Peal;  total, 
£41.  1.  0.  Dr.  Bentley  says  that  Madam  Hathome,  who 
was  Susanna,  daughter  of  John  and  Susanna  (Touzel) 
Hathome,  told  him  in  1801  that  the  windows  were  glazed 
in  English’s  shop  in  front  of  his  mansion  house,  corner 
Essex  and  English  streets,  by  Rutland  and  his  daughter 
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from  Beverly  and  the  records  state  that  the  church  paid 
John  Touzel  £9  for  their  board  for  six  weeks. 

David  Britton  presented  a  bill  for  various  sums  paid 
out,  including  ‘1  Beaver  Hatt  to  Joseph  Allen  for  casing 
windows.’  Capt.  David  Britton,  recorded  as  gentleman  in 
deeds,  married  Sarah  Dean  in  1728-9,  and  died  in  1786. 
‘He  was  the  last  of  those  worthies,’  says  Bev.  Mr.  Fisher, 
in  a  funeral  sermon,  ‘who  first  formed  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Salem.’  He  was  in  one  of  the  local  militia 
companies  and  was  a  large  dealer  in  hats  and  furs.  He 
lived  and  had  a  shop  near  the  southwest  corner  of  Essex 
and  Washington  streets,  sometimes  called  ‘Britton’s  Cor¬ 
ner,’  which  he  bought  in  1750,  and  lost  in  the  great  fire  of 
1774. 

During  the  summer  of  1734,  Benjamin  Allen  built  the 
pulpit  and  12  pews  for  £44.  In  the  spring  of  1735  Miles 
Ward  presented  a  bill  for  boards  and  plank,  ‘making  the 
body  pues  and  four  setes,  making  the  benches  in  long  setes, 
laying  a  platform  for  the  communion  table,’  in  all  £49.  9s. 

Petition  to  England  foe  a  Rector 

It  is  probable  that  Rev.  George  Pigot  of  ^Marblehead  held 
services  somewhere  in  Salem  while  the  Church  was  in 
process  of  building.  Also,  Dr.  Bentley  informs  us,  that 
Dr.  Timothy  Cutler,  Rector  of  Christ  Church,  Rev.  Roger 
Price,  of  Trinity  and  Dr.  Harward  of  King’s  Chapel,  all 
of  Boston,  occasionally  officiated.  Rev.  John  Pierson  of 
Boston,  a  convert,  was  apparently  conducting  services  in 
1734,.  as  he  wrote  from  Salem  to  the  Society  in  London, 
giving  us  the  information  that  Rev.  Mr.  Tranberry,  a 
Swedish  minister,  had  been  attempting  to  keep  the  St. 
Peter’s  parishioners  together.  The  letter,  dated  August 
6,  1734,  follows: 

I  arrived  here  the  30  of  Jany  last,  the  people  belonging  to 
the  church  seemed  to  be  rejoiced  at  my  coming,  and  continue 
to  express  a  kindness  and  respect  for  me,  and  gratitude  to  the 
Venerable  Society  for  taking  them  under  their  care.  They 
are  now  making  up  their  subscription,  which  I  suppose  they 
will  send  by  the  first  opportunity,  with  a  letter  of  thanks. 
Mr.  Tranberry,  a  Swedish  Minister  in  the  neighborhood,  has 
done  something  toward  keeping  them  together  in  the  time 
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of  their  vacancy,  by  performing  Divine  service  and  preaching 
amongst  them.  .  .  Several  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
first  founders  of  the  church  are  dead.  I  have  buried  eight 
since  my  first  being  here.  .  .  I  have,  I  think,  commonly 
on  a  Sunday  upwards  of  100  in  my  congregation  and  on 
some  occasions  have  had  upward  of  200.  .  .  I  find  the 

condition  of  the  church  of  Salem,  the  people  having  been  so 
long  without  a  pastor,  requires  me  constantly  to  attend  them, 
and  accordingly  I  have  not  missed  one  Sunday,  except  once 
when  I  was  unwell,  since  my  first  coming.  There  are  a  great 
many  poor  people  and  servants,  some  by  reason  they  have  not 
been  used  to  the  church,  do  not  rightly  understand  the  Lit¬ 
urgy  and  some  are  scarcely  able  to  purchase  Prayer  Books. 
Wherefore  if  the  Society  would  be  pleased  to  present  Prayer 
Books,  it  would  be  of  great  service. 

How  long  Mr.  Pierson  remained  in  Salem  is  not  re¬ 
vealed,  but  on  December  27,  1734,  Mr.  Pigot  wrote  to  the 
Secretary  in  London,  as  follows : 

I  once  more  write  in  behalf  of  the  good  people  of  Salem, 
having  visited  them  every  month,  besides  other  extraordinary 
attendances,  during  the  past  year.  We  are  now  increased 
to  2  or  300  constant  hearers,  being  cheifly  such  as  have  been 
Baptized,  either  at  home  or  in  some  of  the  churches  in  this 
country.  Upon  a  search  of  my  own  Kegister,  I  find  that  I 
have  Christened  2  adults  &  41  infants  in  Salem  since  my  resi¬ 
dence  here.  Dr.  Cutler  &  Mr.  Commissary  Johnson,  of  Bar- 
badoes,  can  both  testify  to  the  large  and  ready  congregation 
in  that  place,  the  one  having  there  at  my  request  preached  a 
Lecture,  and  the  other  Sunday  discourse  ...  I  have  here¬ 
with  sent  a  certificate  of  my  service  at  Salem  for  the  year 
now  expiring,  and  humbly  request  the  Hon’ble  Society  to 
pay  my  draught  of  £20  in  favor  of  Mr.  George  Vaux,  who  will 
deliver  this.  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  last  of  that  nature  that 
I  shall  draw  on  the  Society,  hoping  to  be  put  upon  the  level 
with  the  rest  of  their  serviceable  missionaries,  especially  if  it 
be  considered  that  I  have  the  largest  family  of  any  in  New 
England  &  shall  be  a  loser  by  having  Salem  taken  off  my  cure. 
You  may  find.  Sir,  by  my  certificate  that  I  have  a  new  Com¬ 
mittee  to  ascertain  it,  which  happens  by  reason  of  Mr.  Fair¬ 
fax’s  removal  to  Virginia,  Mr.  Gibbons  (Gibson)  to  Boston, 
&  Mr.  Shillaber’s  extreme  old  age.  Into  their  room  we  have 
establised  the  Honorable  Judge  Plaxton,  who  was  eight  years 
treasurer  of  the  Island  of  Barbadoes,  Mr.  Vining,  the  King’s 
new  Collector  &  Mr.  Britton  .  .  . 


From  a  portrait  by  John  Greenwood,  in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute 


BY  HARRIET  SILVESTER  TAPLEY  245 

In  a  petition  to  the  Bishopof  London, DecemberSO,  1734, 
a  Church  committee  consisting  of  Hon.  George  Plaxton, 
Ben  jamin  Vining,  Jacob  Manning,  John  Tousell  and  David 
Britton  wrote  that  they  had  ‘importuned  for  a  missionary 
in  this  Town,  where  he  will  find  an  unexpected  and  well- 
disposed  audience.  We  have  no  blame  to  lay  at  Mr.  Big¬ 
ot’s  door,  for  his  own  people  will  not  suffer  him  to  visit  us 
on  Sundays,’  and  asked  that  a  Missionary  be  sent  ‘that 
that  good  spirit  which  is  so  prevalent  in  this  town  may  not 
be  quenched  for  want  of  paternal  influence.’^® 

On  the  same  date  this  committee  wrote  to  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  as 
follows : 

It  was  a  grievous  rebuke  to  our  growing  Society,  when  we 
understood  by  Mr.  Pigot  that  you  had  resolved  not  to  add  any 
new  to  our  missions ;  however,  as  we  were  advised  we  were  but 
looking  for  some  Gentlemen  of  this  Country,  when  very  luckily 
(as  we  hoped)  we  were  importuned  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Provi- 
denc  in  the  Bahama  Islands,  to  give  him  a  call  to  our  Church. 
Accordingly  we  have  complied  with  his  desire,  and  sent  him  to 
speak  both  for  him  and  us,  not  questioning  but  he  will  back 
this  Petition  as  soon  as  he  shall  receive  our  answer. 

We  are  now  grown  very  numerous — too  numerous  to  apply 
to  the  Hon’ble  Society  otherwise  than  by  a  Committee,  be¬ 
cause  we  are  more  than  whose  names  can  handsomely  be  con¬ 
tained  in  one  sheet.  For  our  towm  being  a  county  town, 
where  both  Superior  and  Inferior  Courts  of  Judicature  are 
held,  where  the  King’s  Custom  House  is  placed,  and  where 
even  the  General  Assembly  for  their  Province  was  not  long 
ago  convened,  is  by  those  means  a  place  of  the  greatest  con¬ 
course  &  thoroughfare. 

Col.  Brown”,  the  younger,  is  become  one  of  us,  and  our 
lectures  are  frequented  by  some  of  the  Judges  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  highest  authority  her.  These  things,  together  with 
the  inconvenience  of  re[)airing  to  Marblehead,  (which  is  a 
neck  of  land  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  country),  have 

16  Perr}'’s  Historical  Collections  Relating  to  the  American 
Colonial  Church,  vol.  3,  p.  306. 

17  Col.  Benjamin  Browne  was  son  of  Capt.  John  Browne, 
born  July  25,  1706.  He  was  cousin  of  Hon.  William  Browne  of 
Folly  Hill;  married  Eunice  Turner  and  died  in  1749.  His  widow 
married  Nathaniel  Balston  of  Boston,  and  his  daughter  married 
Timothy  Fitch,  the  Boston  merchant. 
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encouraged  us  once  again  humbly  to  beseech  the  Hon’ble  So¬ 
ciety  to  appoint  us  a  Missionary,  &c.  If  it  please,  so  that  Mr. 
Smith  may  have  leave  to  settle  among  us,  according  to  his 
desire,  &  our  offers  to  him  of  his  house  rent  &  firewood,  to¬ 
gether  with  20s.  per  week  and  his  surplice  fees.  Our  church 
will  be  quite  finished  before  May  is  expired,  about  which  time 
we  expect  Mr.  Smith  among  us. 

Nothing  more  is  heard  of  Mr.  Smith  of  the  Bahamas, 
so  there  is  no  indication  that  he  accepted  the  call.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Dublin. 

However,  services  w'  re  held  during  this  period,  al¬ 
though  there  was  no  r  .^ed  rector.  On  June  23,  1736, 
another  petition  was  at  to  London,  as  follows : 

We  the  subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Salem  in  New  England 
having  been  at  great  Expense  in  Erecting  a  House  for  the 
Worship  of  God  According  to  the  Usage  of  the  Church  of 
England  &  being  very  desirous  of  Effecting  our  design  therein 
have  heretofore  presumed  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  Society 
for  Propagating  ye  Gospel  to  assist  us  for  that  Purpose  .  .  . 
we  do  promise  and  oblige  ourselves  to  pay  to  such  person  an¬ 
nually  during  his  residence  wth.  us  in  that  Capacity  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  thirty  pounds  .  .  .Jo.  Ellason,  Wm. 
Browne,  John  Cabot,  Wm.  Gale,  Jona.  Lambert,  Jacob  Man¬ 
ning,  Clifford  Crowninshield,  John  Touzel,  Edward  Hil¬ 
liard,  John  Clarke,  Phill.  English,  Joseph  Hilliard,  Thos. 
Lisbrill,  David  Britton,  Wm.  Dove,  Philip  Saunders,  Jos. 
Knights,  Jona.  Beadle,  Jonas  Adams,  John  Dampney,  Eich- 
ard  Palmer,  Phil.  Saunders,  Jr.,  Peter  Windeat,  Samuel 
Gahtman,  Samuel  Massey,  Kobert  Williams,  Jno.  Shillaber, 
James  Masury,  Daniel  Webb,  Jno.  Pressen,  Ben.  Glover,  Alex. 
Sloly,  Edmund  Eose,  Samuel  Stone,  Samuel  Parrott,  John 
Newcomb,  Stephen  Daniells,  Jr.,  Miall  Bacon,  Abraham 
Cabot,  Martain  Vallay,  Wm.  Shillaber,  John  Crowninshield, 
Eichard  Bethel,  Jacob  Hawkins,  Ephraim  IngaUs,  Thos. 
McElroy,  John  George,  Joseph  Stephenson,  Sam  Luscomb, 
John  Williams. 

The  work  of  completing  the  church  dragged  along  until 
1738.  As  more  money  was  received,  new  work  was  under¬ 
taken.  Benjamin  Gerrish,  Jr.,  furnished  hardware,  in¬ 
cluding  one  egg  knob  brass  latch,  for  which  he  was  credited 
with  pew  No.  49.  At  last  on  March  6,  the  Wardens,  Capt. 
Benjamin  Morshead  and  Joseph  Browne,  Esq.,  made  a 
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contract  with  Abraham  Southwick  and  Gideon  Foster  for 
£92.  10s.  as  follows,  the  work  to  be  completed  before  the 
last  of  April : 

To  Lath  and  plaster  the  whole  Church  viz.  the  top,  ends, 
sides,  bottom  of  ye  Gallery  &  over  ye  Doors,  to  find  shingle 
Nales  to  drive  on  ye  pine  work  &  Lath  nales  to  drive  on  ye 
oak,  to  find  lime  &  Laths,  Hair  &  sand  &  the  trucage  thereof, 
also  to  whitewash  ye  whole  &  find  sice  for  the  whitewash 
which  whitewashing  is  reckon’d  five  pounds  w'®**  if  it  should 
not  be  done  shall  be  deducted  out  of  y®  foresaid  92-10-0.  N. 

B.  it  is  here  understood  that  no  plastering  is  to  be  done 

within  the  towers  of  this  Contract.  Also  that  the  Church 
Wardens  provide  ropes  &  staff  to  make  the  Stage  &  assistance 
as  usuall  also  fill  &  levell  the  work  fit  for  plastering.  Also 
that  we  will  take  the  lime.  Laths  &  Nales  &  sand  of  y®  s'* 

Church  Wardens  they  supplying  us  with  ye  same  at  ready 

money  priced  as  Cheap  as  we  can  buy  for  our  Money  &  we 
hereby  engage  we  will  not  take  upon  ourselves  to  procure 
any  of  ye  forestaid  stuff.  Whereby  the  interest  of  ye  Church 
will  Militate.  And  the  s^  Church  Wardens,  when  the  work 
is  done  shall  deduct  out  of  ye  s'*  92.  10.  0  all  the  stuff  &c 
they  have  supplied  &  the  remainder  pay  us  in  thirty  days 
after  ye  work  is  Completed.  P.  S.  Boards  or  plank  to  make 
Ye  Mortar  on,  A  shed  to  Cover  it  to  be  provided. 

On  the  same  day  Benjamin  Allen  agreed  with  the  War¬ 
dens  ‘to  levell  &  fitt  for  plastering  throughout  ye  whole 
Church  above  &  ye  sides,  &  ends,  the  inside  of  ye  tower  ex¬ 
pected,  also  plain  &  bead  ye  four  Corner  posts.  Square  flute 
ye  two  posts  under  &  above  ye  Gallery,  and  the  eight  posts 
on  ye  North  &  South  side,  &  the  three  west  Girts  under  the 
gallery,  the  one  &  half  on  ye  North  the  one  &  half  on  ye 
south  side  under  Ditto  Nothing  is  to  be  done  to  off  fluting 
but  the  half  Girt  North  &  half  Girt  South  &  the  Girt  over  ye 
South  Door  &  ye  four  whole  girts  North  &  South  &  the  two 
East  girts  being  Eight  Girts  in  all  are  to  be  back  O’ gee’ d  after 
ye  Manner  f"  each  post  is  to  be  Capp’d  boldly  and  below 
above  ye  presumptive  pedestall  a  Suitable  molding.  Also  I 
will  Case  thirteen  windows  &c.  Compleatly,’  all  to  be  done 
for  the  consideration  of  £27.  Half  was  to  be  paid  him  in 
‘half  a  pew  in  ye  body  of  ye  Church  below  or  a  whole  pew  in 
ye  Gallery  at  yet  rate  ye  rest  are  sold  for  &  ye  remainder  in 
cash  as  soon  as  may  be.  Memo,  the  pew  I  chuse  is  No.  17  & 
take  half  w®**  is  10.  10.  0.  w,***  Ed.  Hilliard  who  is  to  have 
ye  other  half  as  he  promises. 
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On  October  19th  of  the  same  year  Benjamin  Allen  ‘be¬ 
gan  again  on  ye  Church,’  laying  the  floor,  800  feet  at  12/ 
per  hundred,  £4.  16,  0.  and  also  charged  for  ‘making  ye 
Rales,  puting  up  the  banisters,  making  ye  step  &  table  in 
ye  altar,  fluting  ye  2  posts  each  side  of  ye  Altar,  making  a 
frame  door  to  go  up  ye  pulpit,’  etc.,  a  total  of  £77.  16s. 

Painting  of  the  Altarpiece  by  John  Gibbs 

In  1738.  the  painting  of  the  tablets  which  contain  the 
Apostles’  Creed,  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments,  still  to  be  seen  in  the  present  Chui’ch,  was  the 
work  of  John  Gibbs* **  of  Boston,  who  had  been  a  vestry¬ 
man  at  King’s  Chapel.  Madame  Hathorne  told  Hr.  Bent¬ 
ley,  in  1804,  that  the  cost  was  £300.  ‘It  was  probably 
smaller,’  wrote  Dr.  Bentley,  ‘as  Esq.  Bowditch  made  the 
matter  memorable  by  asking  the  people  how  much  they  all 
were  worth  and  then  by  telling  what  they  all  cost.’  But, 
according  to  St.  Peter’s  records,  ^ladame  Hathorne  was 
correct. 

From  the  records  it  is  possible  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
interior  of  the  old  Church.  On  the  east  wall  of  the  Church 
was  the  Altarpiece,  so  called,  there  lieing  no  altars  as  we 
know  them  now,  in  the  old  Episcopal  Churches.  This  al¬ 
tarpiece  v'as  decorated  by  the  Boston  artist,  and  probably 
consisted  of  the  four  tablets  before  mentioned  set  in  a 
frame,  with  two  fluted  pillars  on  either  side,  according  to 
the  contract  which  was  made  with  John  Gibbs  on  elanuary 
29,  1738,  as  follows: 

Salem,  29th  Jan.  1T38.  The  Missionary,  Church  Wardens 
and  Vestery  have  agreed  with  Mr.  John  Gibbs  of  Boston  to 
finish  the  painting  and  gilding  of  ye  Altar,  viz.  ...  to 
completely  perfect  the  said  altar  piece,  the  two  pillars  on 
each  side,  the  table  irons,  bannisters  &c.  to  satisfaction.  The 

18  John  Gibbs  and  his  father  were  Boston  artists  of  some 
ability,  who  were  officials  in  Kingf’s  Chapel  and  Christ  Church. 
The  father  died  in  1725.  The  son  carried  on,  ‘wrote  and  painted’ 
the  Ten  Commandments  at  Christ  Church,  Boston,  in  1736-7, 
and  did  the  color  scheme  for  the  organ  loft  in  the  West  Gallery, 
as  well  as  wall  designs.  The  Governor  Burnet  Coat-of-Arms 
was  handsomely  painted  by  him.  John  Gibbs,  Jr.,  married,  in 
1730,  Mary,  daughter  of  Rev.  Timothy  Cutler.  (Mrs.  Samuel  G. 
Babcock.) 


SUGGESTED  ARRANGEMENT  OF  ALTARPIECE  AND  COMMUNION  TABLE,  IN  1738.  DRAWN  FROM 
DESCRIPTION  IN  THE  CHURCH  RECORDS.  BY  MRS.  CARROLL  F.  PHILBROOK 


Adapted  from  Isham's  "Trinity  Church  in  Newport,  R.  I." 
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altar  piece  black  and  white  marbled ;  curtain  crimson  or  blew 
with  gold  fringe  &  Tassels;  letters  of  ye  X  Commandments 
to  be  gold  upon  black;  letters  of  ye  Lord’s  prayer  &  Creed 
to  be  black  upon  gold ;  Table  marbled,  the  Iron  standards  blew 
edged  with  gold;  bannisters  blew  wt.  marbled;  pillars  of  ye 
altar  piece  marbled ;  a  Glory  with  ye  name  in  Hebrew- Jehova ; 
Needful  cherubs  &c  for  ornament;  a  painted  floor  Cloth  for 
ye  .tUtar,  Chequerds,  to  be  left  to  Mr.  Gibbs’  generosity. 

The  altar  was  supplied  with  three  squabs  (cushions)  of 
red  chintz,  made  by  Joseph  Knights  in  1739,  and  a  com¬ 
munion  rail  was  built  by  Benjamin  Allen.  There  was  no 
chancel.  The  pulpit,  reading  desk  in  a  compartment  be¬ 
low’,  with  the  clerk’s  desk  a  little  low^er,  were  in  the  center 
of  the  main  aisle  as  indicated  on  the  plan  of  pews.  This 
arrangement  was  sometimes  known  as  ‘three  deckers.’^® 
The  clerk  led  the  responses  and  ‘set  the  tune’  for  the 
Psalms,  which  accounts  for  his  receiving  a  yearly  salary. 
The  pulpit  was  reached  by  a  flight  of  stairs  and  there  was 
a  door  or  gate  for  the  reading  desk.  The  Church  had  an 
arched  ceiling  and  the  organ  occupied  a  space  in  the  west 
gallery.  As  early  as  1743,  there  was  a  font  provided  ‘with 
painting  and  gold  upon  it’  and  presumably  that  was  the 
diagram  indicated  in  the  plan  of  pew’s  half  way  down  the 
middle  aisle.  There  was  no  cellar  under  the  Church  and 
no  means  of  heating  or  lighting,  as  w’as  the  case  with  all 
churches  of  the  period. 

When  the  Church  was  nearing  completion,  the  following 
petition^^*  was  sent,  on  October  21,  1738,  to  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  in  Lon¬ 
don,  asking  that  a  pastor  might  be  assigned  to  Salem : 

‘To  the  Rt  Revd.  &  Rt.  Honble  the  Lords  &  others  Ye 
Honble.  &  Revd  Members  of  Ye  Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gospel. 

The  peticon  of  ye  Subscribers  most  humbly  Sheweth  That 
ye  Peticoners  have  made  sundry  applications  to  yr  board, 
entreating  yr  charitable  assistance  toward  ye  support  of  a 
minister  for  ye  Episcopal  Church  at  Salem  to  which  request 
they  have  as  yet  never  received  any  answer  That  ye  Revd. 

19  Isham,  Trinity  Church  in  Netcport,  R.  I.  1936. 

20  British  Transcripts,  Manuscript  Division,  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress. 
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Mr.  Charles  Broekwell  on  Acct  of  divers  inconveniences  hav¬ 
ing  been  obliged  to  absent  himself  from  his  cure  at  Situate 
has  accepted  an  invitation  (from  us)  hither  until  ye  pleasure 
of  ye  board  shall  be  further  known  unto  him.  We  therefore 
humbly  beg  ye  favr  of  ye  Eevd  &  honble  Board  in  Compassion 
to  yr  promising  and  encreasing  Church  yt  the  sd  Charles 
Broekwell  may  be  continued  amongst  us  with  such  salary  & 
under  such  restrictions  as  to  ye  Hmble  &  Eevd  board  shall 
seem  meet.’  Signed  by  Joseph  Browne,  Dr.  John  Cabot, 
Philip  Sanders,  John  Dampney,  Samuel  Massey,  Benja. 
Glover,  Thos.  Lechmere,  Junr,  Willm.  Harris,  Miall  Bacon, 
Thos.  McEfra,  Jr.,  John  Shillaber,  Joseph  Knight,  Jon.  Mc- 
Keney,  Henry  Coffin,  Dr.  George  Jackson,  William  Stacey, 
Samuel  Liseomb,  Samuel  Chin,  Benja  Morshead,  Jacob  Man¬ 
ning,  John  Shillaber,  Jr.,  John  Clarke,  David  Britton,  Jo¬ 
seph  Hillard,  Bichard  Bethel,  Ephram  Ingalls,  Jonas  Adams, 
Samll.  Stone,  Benj.  Eutland,  Edward  Hillard,  John  Hill, 
James  Perrott,  Stephen  Daniell,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  Jno. 
Skinner,  Eichard  Palmer,  Henry  Pain,  Johnson  Franklen. 

Kev.  Charles  Brockwell,  the  First  Rector 

Before  this  petition  was  granted  Rev.  Charles  Brock- 
well  entered  upon  his  duties  as  the  first  Rector  of  St. 
Peter’s  on  October  8,  1738,  and  in  the  following  May  was 
appointed  missionary  here,  which  carried  with  it  a  small 
stipend  to  help  out  on  the  salary.  He  was  educated  at  St. 
Catherine’s  Hall,  Cambridge,  England,  and  was  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  highly  esteemed  by  the  Salem  Church,  who 
spoke  of  him  in  the  highest  terms  of  approbation.  Rev. 
Roger  Price,  Rector  of  King’s  Chapel,  Boston,  wrote  to 
the  Secretary  in  London  that  'the  people  of  Salem  have 
received  !Mr.  Brockwell  with  great  respect.  He  finds 
there  a  large  congregation  unanimously  to  contribute  to 
the  extent  of  their  ability  toward  his  support,  having  al¬ 
ready  stipulated  for  such  a  sum  as  Brockwell  acknowl¬ 
edged  with  the  addition  of  forty  pounds  p  an.  will  fully 
satisfy  him.’" 

But  forty  pounds  did  not  satisfy  Mr.  Brockwell,  because 
soon  after  his  arrival,  the  Society  in  London,  probably 

21  Dr.  John  Cabot  was  graduated  from  Harvard,  1724,  and 
died  in  1749 ;  Mar.  1st,  Sarah  Higginson,  and  2d,  Hannah,  dau. 
Francis  and  Deborah  Clarke. 

22  Perry,  vol.  3,  p.  322. 
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taking  Price’s  advice,  cut  his  salary,  which  provoked  an¬ 
other  petition  from  the  Salem  church,  as  follows : 

We  humbly  beg  leave  to  become  Petitioners  in  his  behalf 
that  he  may  be  restored  to  his  full  salary  of  60  li  p  annum, 
which  is  no  more  than  sufficient  (with  our  allowance)  to 
support  his  Character  in  this  populous  Town.  Were  we  in 
circumstances  we  would  not  trouble  your  Reverend  &  Honble 
Board,  but  though  we  are  a  promising  &  encreasing  Church, 
yet  the  Expences  are  born  but  by  a  few,  &  those  even  now  in¬ 
debted  for  the  painting  and  finishing  It.  &  for  the  Bell.  We 
therefore  humbly  hope  in  compassion  to  our  Inabilities,  &  in 
Regard  to  the  great  Respect  We  have  for  our  Minister,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  comply  with  this  our  humble  Request. 
Signed  by  Benj.  Moreshead,  J.  Brown,  Richard  Bethell,  War¬ 
dens;  Benj.  Gerrish,  jr.,  Joseph  Hillard,  Ephraim  Ingalls, 
David  Britton,  Mial  Bacon,  Jno.  Shillaber,  Phil  Sanders, 
vestry,  John  Dampney,  Francis  Benson, ^3  Samuel  Stone, 
James  Perrott,  Thos.  Lechmere,  Jr.  Zach.  Burchmore,  Philip 
Cowen,  John  Hill,  Thomas  Lisbrill,  Andrew  Woodburj’,  Benj. 
Phippen. 

When  the  new  rector  came  he  gave  a  large  folio  prayer 
book  for  the  altar,  also  altar  cloths.  Holland  for  a  sur¬ 
plice  and  making  cost  £27.  He  was  installed  by  Rev. 
Roger  Price  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  and  wine  for  the 
dinner  served  afterwards  was  given  by  John  Clarke,  who 
also  was  paid  for  his  expense  in  entertaining  ministers  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Brockwell  came. 

Mr.  Brockwell  also  wrote,  under  date  of  October  8, 
1739,  to  the  Secretary  in  London  that  he  had  come  to  Sa¬ 
lem,  ‘a  larger  and  more  likely  field  of  action  where  their 
good  intentions  are  ten  to  one  answered  than  they  could 
ever  have  been  in  so  remote  and  contentious  a  place  as 
Scituate.’  In  requesting  a  larger  salary,  he  queried: 
‘ .  .  .if  this  metropolis  of  a  country  be  preferred  to  a 
small  town,  if  a  seaport  to  a  narrow  creek.’ 

23  Francis  Benson,  inv.  Dec.  27,  1722 ;  wid.  Elizabeth  and 
son  Francis.  The  wid.  mar.  .Johnson  Franklin.  Son  Francis 
W'as  a  mariner  and  married  Mar.  25,  1739,  Susanna  Majory,  had 
chn.  Francis,  bp.  Apr.  20,  1740 ;  Susanna,  bp.  Aug.  9,  1741 ;  a 
child,  bp.  Sept.  25,  1743 ;  Thomas,  bp.  Aug.  16,  1747 ;  and  Samuel, 
bp.  July  22,  1750.  Francis  Benson’s  son,  Capt.  Thomas,  com¬ 
manded  armed  ships  during  the  Revolution  and  was  confined  on 
the  old  Jersey  Prison  Ship. 
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Soon  after  Mr.  Brockwell’s  arrival,  the  Wardens  bor¬ 
rowed  £200  of  William  Browne,  Esq,  and  paid  all  the  in¬ 
debtedness  of  the  Church  which  amounted  to  £434.  Mr. 
Browne  was 'reimbursed  the  next  year.  The  contributors 
were:  Clifford  Crowninshield,  £50;  Nathaniel  Ingersoll, 
£50 ;  David  Britton,  £20 ;  Philip  Sanders,  £20 ;  Benjamin 
Gerrish,  £15 ;  Andrew  Woodbury,  £15 ;  William  High- 
leiger,  £15;  John  Dampney,  £15;  Ephraim  Ingalls,  £15. 

A  Bell  for  the  Church 

In  1741,  the  Boston  News-Letter  gives  information  that 
in  July  lightning  struck  the  steeple  of  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
demolishing  it.  This  same  year,  probably  after  repairs, 
Thomas  Gunter,  merchant  of  Boston,  and  one  time  vestry¬ 
man  of  King’s  Chapel,  contributed  his  commission  to  the 
parish  for  the  purchase  of  a  bell  from  Abel  Rudhall  of 
Gloucester,  England.  The  subscribers  were  as  follows : 


Rev.  Charles  Brock- 

1.  0.0 

well 

£10. 

0.0 

James  Thompson 

3.  0.0 

Capt.  Benjamin 

Mr.  Lechmere 

3.  0.0 

Moreshead 

10. 

0.0 

Capt.  Elkins 

2.  0.0 

Mr.  Shillaber,  Sr. 

7. 

0.0 

Mr.  Palmer 

3.  0.0 

Mr,  Philip  Sanders 

7. 

0.0 

Mr.  Daniels 

3.  0.0 

Mr.  Brittain 

5. 

0.0 

Mr.  Bethell 

3.  0.0 

Mr.  Myal  Bacon 

4. 

0.0 

Mr.  Ingolls 

4.  0.0 

Mr.  Dampney 

3. 

0.0 

Will.  Browne,  Esq. 

5.  0.0 

Mr.  Jno.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Wm  Lynde 

5.  0.0 

Painter 

3. 

0.0 

Capt.  Ghatman 

5.  0.0 

Mr.  Thompson 

3. 

0.0 

Capt.  Gerrish 

5.  0.0 

Mr.  Hillard,  Senr 

— 

Mr.  Moreshead 

6.  0.0 

Jos.  Brown,  Esq. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Boston 

2.  0.0 

Collector 

10. 

0.0 

Capt.  Kipps 

5.  0.0 

Jno.  Woolcott,  Esq. 

5. 

0.0 

Capt.  Beadle 

3.  0.0 

Benja.  Browne  Esq. 

6. 

0.0 

Clifford  Crowninshield 

5.  0.0 

Mr.  Benson 

1. 

0.0 

Stephen  Higginson^^  in 

Mr.  Stone 

3. 

0.0 

corn 

3.  0.0 

24  Stephen  Higginson  was  a  merchant  of  great  repute.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Orne)  Cabot; 
held  principal  offices  in  town,  member  of  Social  Library;  of  his 
children  Deborah  and  Elizabeth  married  respectively  Stephen 
and  George  Cabot,  Sarah  married  John  Lowell  and  Stephen, 
also  a  merchant  of  Salem  and  Boston,  married  Sarah  Cleveland; 
the  latter’s  daughter  Sarah  married  Dudley  Atkins  Tyng. 
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Mr.  Leach  in  cash  & 

Samuel  Archer 

1.  0.0 

stuff 

2.10.0 

Mr.  Gridley^® 

2.  0.0 

Mr.  Mascol  Williams 

2.  0.0 

Mr.  Goffe 

2.  0.0 

Mr.  Phippen 

1.  0.0 

Mr.  Norton 

0.10.0 

Mr.  Manning 

5.  0.0 

Mr.  Dana 

1.  0.0 

Sami  Browne,  Esq. 

5.  0.0 

William  Coffen^® 

3.  0.0 

Benj  Ward 

1.  0.0 

By  a  gentleman 

5.  0.0 

Mr.  Daniel  Webb 

1.  0.0 

By  a  gentleman 

1.10.0 

Mr.  Samuel  Massey 

1.  0.0 

Luke  Verdy,  Boston, 

Mr  John  Ward 

1.  0.0 

innholder 

1.  0.0 

Capt.  Adams 

2.  0.0 

Mr.  Nowdy 

1.  0.0 

Mr.  Cowen 

1.  0.0 

Mr.  Cabot 

3.  0.0 

Mr.  Jno  Hill 

0.10.0 

Mr.  Smith,  Boston 

2.10.0 

Mr.  Lisbrill 

1.  0.0 

Mr.  Lander 

0.15.0 

Capt  Woodberry 

6.  0.0 

Mr.  Jos.  Silsby 

0.15.0 

Mr  Bigsley 

0.10.0 

Sam’l  Lander 

0.15.0 

Mr.  Abraham  Cabot 

2.  0.0 

Garni.  Hodges 

0.15.0 

By  a  gentleman 

2.  0.0 

Capt.  Newcomb 

1.  0.0 

Capt.  Williams 

1.  0.0 

S.  Barton 

1.  0.0 

Capt.  Messervy 

1.  0.0 

Jno  Turner,  Jr. 

2.  0.0 

Mr  Moor 

1.  0.0 

Several  others  in 

Mores- 

Free  gift 

Jonah  Gardner 

2.  0.0 

1.  0.0 

head’s  paper. 

!Mr.  Gunter  received  £240  for  the  bell  which  still  hangs 
in  the  present  Church,  and  Capt.  ^loreshead’s  bill  against 
the  church  was  receipted  in  1746,  by  Timothy  Lindall,  Jr., 
who  was  probably  a  clerk  in  his  employ.  In  1742  Thomas 
Fowler  was  appointed  sexton,  and  an  agreement  was  drawn 
up  whereby  upon  consideration  of  £10  ‘paid  to  him  at  next 
Easter  shall  attend  Ye  Church  on  Sundays  and  all  prayer 
days  as  also  to  ring  ye  bell  on  Sundays,  Prayer  days  &  at 
five  o’clock  in  ye  morning  and  at  Xine  o’Clock  in  ye  Eve¬ 
ning,  as  also  to  keep  ye  said  Church  Cleanly  Swept  and 
at  proper  times  Sett  of  with  Greens  &c  as  ye  Church  war¬ 
dens  Shall  direct.’  This  was  a  bond  signed  and  witnessed 
‘in  the  Penal  sum  of  twenty  pounds’  for  the  faithful  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duties.  The  greens  mentioned  were  prob¬ 
ably  for  Christmas  decoration,  an  innovation  for  Salem, 

25  Col.  Richard  Gridley,  engineer,  of  Louisburg  fame  and  of 
the  siege  of  Boston. 

26  William  Coffen  was  one  of  the  Wardens  of  King’s  Chapel 
and  a  proprietor  of  Trinity  later.  He  was  father  of  Sir  Thomas 
Aston  Coffen,  and  a  brother  of  Sir  Isaac  Coffen  of  the  British 
Navy. 


..  I 


CAPT.  ROBERT  HALE  IVES 
1744  -  1773 


Merchant  of  Salem  and  Beverly 


possession  of  Mrs.  Alexander  Winsor,  of  Weston,  Massachusetts 
Courtesy  of  French  Art  Reference  Library 


JOSEPH  CABOT 
1720  •  1767 


Merchant  of  Salem 


in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute 
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as  no  recognition  of  Christmas  Day  was  observed  by  Salem 
Churches  at  that  time.  The  old  law  passed  in  1676,  was 
still  in  force,  that  ‘whosoever  shall  observe  Xmas  Day  or 
the  like  festival  by  forebearing  Labour,  feasting  or  any 
other  way,  shall  pay  5  shillings.  Xo  days  commanded  to 
be  observed  by  the  Church  of  England  are  regarded.’ 

It  was  during  Mr.  Brockwell’s  ministry,  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  have  annual  conventions.  He  mentions  one 
such  in  1744,  but  it  was  not  until  1765  that  the  Churches 
co-operated  to  that  extent,  when  Mr.  McGilchrist  wrote: 
‘Accordingly  we  met,  14  in  number  and  made  something 
of  an  appearance  for  this  country  when  we  walked  to¬ 
gether  in  our  Gowns  &  Cassocks  .  .  .  &  we  were  honored 
with  the  Governor’s  (Sir  Francis  Bernard)  Company  at 
Dinner.’ 

It  was  not  until  after  the  Revolution  that  there  were 
Bishops  in  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  country.  In 
1784,  Samuel  Seabury  of  Connecticut  was  consecrated  in 
Scotland,  he  being  the  first  xVmerican  Bishop  and  the  only 
one  until  1787.  However,  in  1785,  Bass  of  Xewburyport, 
Fisher  of  Salem,  and  Parker  of  Boston  called  the  churches 
of  Falmouth,  Portsmouth,  Holdemess,  Claremont,  Boston, 
Braintree,  Bristol,  Providence,  Xewport,  Xarragansett, 
Dedham,  Stoughton,  Xewburyport,  Marblehead  and  Salem 
to  form  what  was  to  become  the  Eastern  diocese.  In  1797, 
Rev.  Edward  Bass  of  Xewburyport  became  the  first  Bishop 
of  this  diocese. 


The  First  Organ  in  Salem 

In  1743,  John  Clarke,  Esq.,  imported  an  organ  for  the 
Church,  the  first  to  be  set  up  in  the  town,  and  John  Young 
was  engaged  to  put  it  in  place.  The  cost  of  the  organ  was 
£382,  a  generous  part  of  which  was  paid  by  Mr.  Clarke.  A 
bill  presented  by  him  to  be  paid  several  years  later  follows : 

Dr.  Proprietors  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  Salem  to 

John  Clarke 
1751 

To  the  first  cost  of  ye  organ  as  p  agreement  £382.  0.  0 

To  charge  of  Organ  loft  pannels  &c  51.  1.  9 

To  paid  mending  Pipes  Pelham  spoiled  10. 


£443.  1.  9 
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To  balla  due  as  above  88.10.  5 

Depreciation  wch  ye  Laws  alld  on  all  book  acc. 

for  that  time  58.19.  7 


To  Church  acct  current 

31.  0.  0 

By  sundries  subscription 

£304.11.  4 

£178.10.  2 
Cr. 

By  John  Clarke  subscription 

50. 

£354.11.  4 

Balla  due  to  Jno  Clark 

88.10.  5 

By  wt  I  got  from  G.  &  B.  for  use  of 
ye  Church 

55. 

£443.  1.  9 

By  due  in  Church  Contribution 

38.  8.10 

Balla  justly  due  to  J.  Clarke 

£93.  8.10 
85.  1.  4 

£178.10.  2 


The  next  duty  was  to  procure  an  or^^anist,  and  on  March 
26,  1744,  Benjamin  Phippen  agreed  with  the  wardens  for 
the  time  being  to  ‘atend  &  perform  the  Service  on  the  Or¬ 
gan  as  occasions  occur  free  &  clear  from  any  charge  to  the 
Church  as  a  body,  but  merely  in  consideration  of  what  I 
may  receive  from  individuals  sundry  of  whom  have  al¬ 
ready  subscribed  to  pay  me  &  have  paid  me  certain  sums, 
also  I  promise  to  observe  all  such  rules  &  orders  belonging 
to  an  organist  at  any  time  to  be  observed  or  done  for  the 
service  of  sd  Church.  And  as  tis  my  true  interest  &  mean¬ 
ing  to  get  myself  made  as  proficient  as  possible  &  as  soon 
as  may  be.’  Curtains  were  provided  to  enclose  the  organ. 

The  subscribers  to  the  organ  fund  were  as  follows : 


John  Phillips  of  Boston  £30. 

Joseph  Cottle 

5. 

Capt.  Richard  Pike 

2. 

William  Heyleger 

5. 

Hen  Frankland,  Esq.^^ 

5. 

Andrew  Woodberry 

10. 

Thomas  Harden 

2. 

Capt.  Shannon 

2.2 

Dr.  Gibbens 

2. 

Thomas  Slewman 

2. 

27  Sir  Henry  Frankland,  whose  romance  with  Agnes  Sur- 
riage  o^  Marblehead  was  an  eighteenth  century  scandal,  until 
she  became  Lady  Frankland.  The  story  has  been  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  writers  of  prose  and  poetry. 
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Capt.  Forbes 

2. 

Roger  Price 

2. 

William  Speakman 

2. 

Nathaniel  Ingersol 

15. 

Jonathan  Beadle 

2. 

Capt.  Tyng 

2. 

Michael  Dalton 

2. 

John  Ranchon 

2. 

John  Woolcott,  Esq 

1. 

Henry  Weatherhead 

2. 

Joseph  Browne,  Esq 

1. 

Thomas  Lechmere 

5. 

Nathaniel  Lyndall 

2. 

Robert  Lightfoot 

2. 

Abram  Cabot 

2.5 

Na.  Sympson 

2. 

Mayberry  of  Boston 

2. 

Thomas  Gunter 

3. 

Pascoe  Moreshead 

3. 

Stephen  Rowe  Clerk 

2. 

William  Lynde 

2. 

Charles  Apthorp 

3. 

Benjamin  Ives,  Jr. 

5. 

John  Yeoman,  Esq. 

5. 

John  Clarke 

50. 

Eliakim  Hutchinson 

3. 

Benjamin  Gerrish,  Jr. 

15. 

Thomas  Pearson 

1. 

Benjamin  Rutland 

5. 

Giles  Martinborrough  of 

St.  Kitts 

20. 

It  must  have  been  a  {?reat  musical  sensation  in  Salem 
when  this  organ  was  first  used  in  St.  Peter’s  Church.  It 
was  no  doubt  the  second  chtirch  organ  in  the  colony,  King’s 
Chapel  having  imported  one  in  1714.  The  Boston  Church 
could  find  no  one  competent  to  play  it  and  so  a  contract 
was  made  with  an  English  organist  to  come  over  and  fill 
the  position  for  three  years.  Those  not  of  the  Church  of 
England  strongly  opposed  such  music  in  Churches,  and 
many  considered  it  ‘superstitious  and  Popish,’  all  such  or¬ 
gans  having  been  silenced  in  England  during  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  But  it  was  noted  as  one  of  the  signs  of  High 
Church  reaction  in  Queen  Anne’s  time  that  ‘churches  with¬ 
out  organs  had  thinner  congregations.’"* 

Cotton  Mather  opposed  music  in  churches.  He  asked 
‘If  we  admit  instrumental  music  in  the  worship  of  God, 
how  can  we  resist  the  Imposition  of  all  the  instruments 
used  among  the  ancient  Jews?  Yes,  Dancing  as  well  as 
Playing,  and  several  other  Judaic  actions.’  Dr.  Bentley 
was  not  always  tolerant  and  much  opposed  to  organs  in 
Churches.  In  1790,  when  St.  Peter’s  advertised  a  concert, 
on  Thanksgiving,  to  raise  money  to  repair  their  organ,  ‘it 
is  singular,’  wrote  Bentley,  who  had  a  free  ticket,  ‘that  on 
a  day  of  devotion  we  should  be  so  weak  as  to  be  betrayed 
into  a  justification  of  an  act  against  the  practice  of  dis¬ 
senters,  not  only  to  hear  organs  in  a  Church,  but  to  go  on 
28  Foote,  Annals  of  King's  Chapel. 
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thanksgiving  day  to  pay  for  the  repairs  of  one  for  the 
service.’ 

How  successfully  Benjamin  Phippen  mastered  the  art 
at  St.  Peter’s  is  not  revealed.  Perhaps  he  had  instruction 
from  the  Boston  organist,  who  at  this  time  was  Stephen 
Deblois.  Another  organ  was  bought  of  Gilbert  Deblois, 
for  £75,  in  1770,  which  was  exchanged  in  1819,  for  one  im¬ 
ported  from  England  by  Benjamin  Lynde  Oliver  for  his 
own  use.  John  Holm  of  Marblehead  was  the  organist  in 
1766  and  received  £6.18.  for  playing  forty-six  days. 
Other  organists  were  Philip  Sandei’s,  in  1775,  who  re¬ 
ceived  £20  annually;  John  Mascoll  in  1757,  and  Samuel 
Blyth  in  1766  and  1783.  A  bill  in  Samuel  Mclntire’s 
clear  handwriting  was  presented  in  1803,  for  repairs  on 
the  organ,  including  tuning,  new  pipes  and  money  paid  Mr. 
Cowan  for  gilding. 

Me.  Beockwell^s  Removal  to  Boston 

Mr.  Brockwell  continued  rector  of  the  Church  until 
1747,  when  he  was  transferred  to  King’s  Chapel  as  an  as¬ 
sistant.  He  experienced  turbulent  times  during  his  term 
with  St.  Peter’s.  Although  the  mission  was  growing,  the 
people  had  not  provided  a  house  or  land  for  his  use,  and 
he  Wame  dissatisfied.  Added  to  that,  it  was  the  period 
when  Whitefield  with  his  ‘Great  Awakening’  was  stirring 
up  this  locality,  much  to  the  consternation  of  the  Church 
of  England  people. 

Mr.  Brockwell  wrote  to  the  Society  in  London : 

Salem,  New  England,  June  15th,  1741. 

The  Wesleys  and  Whitfield  are  expected  here  in  the  fall. 
We  universally  dread  the  consequences  of  their  coming,  and 
I  am  sure  as  to  myself  I  shall  be  glad  of  the  Society’s  direc¬ 
tion  how  to  behave  in  such  perilous  times.  The  two  former, 

if  enemies,  are  powerful  ones, - men  of  great  capacities,  and 

fortifj^’d  by  a  large  fund  of  learning,  whereof  Whitfield  is 
destitute,  and  therefore  the  victory  over  him  is  neither  diffi¬ 
cult  nor  glorious,  however  he  may  boast  in  his  lying  and 
scandalous  Journals.  If  the  venerable  Society  please  to 
favour  us  with  their  instructions  how  we  are  to  treat  these 
itinerant  Preachers,  the  sooner  the  better,  that  we  may  be 
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PAGE  FROM  THE  RECORD  BOOK,  SHOWING  WILLIAM  BURNET  BROWNE 
AS  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  VESTRY  IN  1766 
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armed  against  the  approach  of  (I  fear)  these  enemies  to  our 
Church  and  Constitution.*® 

Mr.  Brockwell  later  complained  to  the  Society  in  Lon¬ 
don: 

Enthusiasm  is  so  exceedingly  prevalent  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  that  they  stop  not  at  Blasphemy  in  a  very  high  degree 
and  drink  health  to  God  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost  as 
frequent  as  they  do  to  one  another.  My  church  is,  I  thank 
God,  perfectly  free  from  ye  Contagion  and  I  hope  by  God’s 
Grace  so  to  preserve  it.  Nay  I  must  own  ye  steadiness 
thereof  in  these  times  of  declusions  have  been  the  Cause  of 
its  increasing  so  considerably  ....  Et.  Hon.  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  has  presented  a  most  beautiful  Prayer 
Book  to  the  Church  through  the  interest  of  Mr.  Coram  which 
is  used  at  the  service  at  the  Table  only:  But  my  Desk  is 
only  supplied  with  an  old  one  I  brought  with  me  .  .  .  N.  B. 
The  Church  has  cleared  all  her  debts. 

He  further  asks  for  prayer  books,  catechisms  and  some 
tracts,  especially.  ‘The  Seaman’s  Minister,’  ‘Sick  Chris¬ 
tian’s  Companion’  and  ‘Common  Prayer  Book’s  Best  Com¬ 
panion.’  It  was  the  custom  of  the  Society  to  send  to  the 
Mission  Churches  about  160  volumes  each  year,  consisting 
of  the  most  valuable  and  scarce  books  in  English  theology. 
More  than  8000  volumes  had  been  forwarded  to  the  colo¬ 
nies  up  to  1728,  and  caused  to  be  distributed  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  nearly  100,000  tracts. 

It  was  not  unusual  to  elect  the  nobility  of  England  to 
office  in  Episcopal  Churches,  as  in  the  case,  in  17 44,  in  Sa¬ 
lem,  when  Sir  Arthur  Onslow,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  England,  was  chosen  Warden  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  Benjamin  Gerrish,  Jr.,  being  appointed  his  proxy. 
(Felt’s  Annals,  11:  597.)  The  Speaker  promptly  sent  a 
folio  volume  of  the  Prayer  Book  as  a  present,  as  before 
mentioned  it  being  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Church. 
Capt.  John  Elkins  also  gave  a  folio  prayer  book  in  1734 
and  in  1743  a  font  with  ‘painting  in  gold  upon  it’  was 
provided.  Two  modern  alms  basons,  now  owned  by  the 
Church,  were  made  from  chalices  originally  given  by  Rev. 
William  McGilchrist  in  1757,  from  a  bequest  of  Capt. 

29  Perry,  Historical  Collections. 
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Andrew  Woodbury  of  Beverly  in  1771,  and  from  a  plate 
given  by  John  Touzell,  Jr.,  in  1785. 

Mr.  Brockwell  served  King’s  Chapel  in  Boston  until  his 
death  which  occurred  on  August  20,  1755,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years.  During  his  last  illness  he  wrote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  note  to  Dr.  Silvester  Gardiner 

You  have  been  very  kind  at  all  times  to  me  and  my  family, 
and  have  attended  us  and  administered  medicine  to  us  from 
time  to  time  without  charging  or  Taking  anything  from  us 
therefor  I  have  nothing  to  recompence  you  with,  but  to  show 
my  respect  and  gratitude  as  far  as  I  can,  permit  me  to  re¬ 
quest  you  to  take  care  of  this  Bible  and  in  my  name  present 
it  to  j'our  son  John  when  he  returns  from  Glasgow.  I  value 
it  very  much.  It  was  given  to  my  father  by  King  Charles 
the  First  who  presented  it  to  him  with  his  own  hand,  after 
having  taken  it  down  from  a  shelf  in  his  library  when  my 
father  was  there  with  the  Royal  Martyr. 

Brockw'ell’s  seiwices  in  Boston  were  hampered  by  finan¬ 
cial  troubles,  including  the  loss  of  negroes  valued  at  £105. 
These  losses  he  writes  to  the  London  Society,  ‘prodigiously 
embarrass  my  affairs  to  my  utter  ruin’.  His  wife  was  ill 
with  rheumatism  and  both  desired  to  return  to  England. 
He  did  not  return  to  England,  however,  but  died  in  Boston. 

Rev.  William  McGilchrist  sent  from  England 

With  the  departure  of  Mr.  Brockwell  from  Salem,  the 
Wardens  of  St.  Peter’s  appealed  again  on  February  24, 
1745,  to  the  Society  in  London.  Among  other  requests 
they  had  this  to  report: 

And  as  this  Town  is  the  Shire  Town  of  the  County  and 
the  next  Market  Town  to  Boston  in  New  England,  you  can¬ 
not  but  Conclude  Our  opposition  has  been  great  (having  what 
the  world  calls  great  men  our  Antagonists.)  But  thanks  to 
heaven,  they  have  at  last  great  reasons  to  applaud  our  System 
(and  we  hope  ere  long  they  will  join  with  us  in  the  Estab¬ 
lished  Form.)  They  having  had  monstrous  divisions  in  most 
of  their  Societies  Occasioned  by  Mr.  Whitefield  and  his  Suc¬ 
cessors,  which  has  opened  the  eyes  of  some,  so  as  to  see  the 
Beauty  of  our  Church. 

30  Foote,  AnnaU  of  King's  Chapel,  vol.  2,  p.  37.  The  Bible 
is  now  in  Harvard  University  Library.  Dr.  Gardiner’s  son  was 
the  Rev.  .John  Silvester  John  Gardiner,  who  became  rector  of 
Trinity  Church,  Boston. 

(To  he  continued) 


SALEM  MERCHANTS  OF  1800  AND 
THEIR  VESSELS 


By  James  Duncan  Phillips 


This  list  has  been  obtained  by  taking  the  names  of  all 
vessels  during  the  year  1800  entering  or  leaving  Salem,  or 
reported  as  Salem  vessels  spoken  at  sea  or  in  other  ports, 
and  checking  them  back  against  the  Salem  ship  registers. 
Most  of  the  vessels  mentioned  are  found  readily  in  the 
registered  list,  a  few  are  not  and  some  of  the  numerous 
Sallys,  Pollys  and  Betseys  have  been  difficult  to  identify. 
Vessels  not  found  in  the  registers  have  been  excluded  on 
the  assumption  that  they  were  erroneously  called  Salem 
vessels  or  were  small  coasters  enrolled  but  not  registered. 
The  names  of  the  captains  are  from  the  newspapers  which 
do  not  give  initials.  The  owners  names  are  taken  from 
the  ship  registers  which  give  the  last  owners  before  1800. 
The  tonnages  are  also  from  the  ship  registers.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  there  were  many  more  coasting  vessels  and  fishermen 
which  have  not  been  included  and  it  is  possible  that  some 
registered  vessels  which  did  not  return  to  Salem  during 
the  year  and  were  not  reported  elsewhere  may  have  been 
overlooked.  It  is  not  safe  to  assume,  without  other  proof, 
that  vessels  registered  in  1799  or  before  were  still  on  the 
list,  because  many  vessels  were  lost,  captured  by  privateers 
or  sold.  The  list  herewith,  however,  does  give  a  pretty 
good  picture  of  the  size,  tonnage  and  ownership  of  the 
Salem  fleet  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Beverly  was 
part  of  the  port  of  Salem  and  is  included  in  the  list.  It  is 
surprising  how  many  different  owners  there  were. 

In  1790  the  amount  of  tonnage  in  Salem  used  in  trading 
was  13,726  tons,  which  comprised  5  ships,  41  brigs,  76 
schooners  and  2  sloops  beside  19  coasting  and  fishing 
schooners,  and  8  coasting  sloops  of  953  tons.  In  1800 
this  had  grown  to  34  ships,  45  brigs,  barks,  snows,  and  59 
schooners  of  19,636  tons. 

The  computation  for  1800  includes  42  ships  of  10,112 
tons,  37  brigs,  barks  and  snows  of  5,122  tons  and  59 
schooners  of  4,405  tons.  As  stated  earlier,  these  figures 
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undoubtedly  are  subject  to  revision  and  cannot  be  taken  as 
accurate  to  the  last  vessel  and  the  last  ton,  but  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  are  nearly  correct  as  to  the  overseas  fleet.  They 
will  be  affected  by  frequent  transfers  from  coastwise  to 
overseas  trade  and  by  errors  or  omissions  due  to  the  compli¬ 
cated  methods  of  computation. 

1790^  Ships,  5 ;  Bri^s,  41 ;  Schooners,  76 ;  Sloops,  2, 13,726 
1800^  Ships,  34 ;  Brigs,  45  ;  Schooners,  59 . 19,636 

A  study  of  the  ownership  of  the  various  merchants  in 
1800  in  shipping  gives  a  pretty  clear  idea  of  who  the  big 
men  were  at  that  time,  though  the  figures  cannot  be 
claimed  to  be  absolutely  accurate.  William  Gray  stands 
clearly  at  the  head.  He  was  interested  in  eleven  ships, 
two  brigs  and  three  schooners  with  a  total  tonnage  of 
3,184  tons.  Xext  came  the  group  of  Derby  heirs  includ¬ 
ing  Benjamin  Pickman  and  Nathaniel  West  with  ships 
owned  in  groups  or  individually  but  which  represented  the 
Derby  family  interests.  This  amounted  to  2,071  tons  in 
six  ships  and  three  brigs.  These  two  fleets  of  Gray  and 
the  Derby  heirs  were  considerably  over  a  quarter  of  the 
whole  Salem  fleet. 

Next  came  a  group  of  merchants  owning  an  interest  in 
vessels  that  amounted  to  slightly  over  1000  tons.  The 
most  important  of  these  was  John  Norris  who  owned  part 
of  one  ship,  four  brigs  and  three  schooners  comprising 
1,100  tons.  Joseph  White  owned  the  whole  or  parts  of 
two  ships,  three  brigs,  or  barks,  and  one  schooner  which 
added  up  to  1,018  tons.  The  Crowninshield  family  at  this 
moment  appear  to  have  had  only  three  ships  and  a  schooner. 
Their  tonnage  would  be  far  down  the  list  if  it  were  not 
for  the  fact  that  they  then  owned  the  America  which  rated 
654  tons  and  was  nearly  double  the  size  of  any  other  vessel 
in  the  port.  Joseph  Peabody  was  in  this  over  1000  ton 
class  with  two  ships,  three  brigs  and  two  schooners  rating 
1,204  tons  in  all,  most  of  which  he  owned  jointly  with 
Thomas  Perkins. 

The  next  group  was  William  Orne  and  the  partnership 
of  Benjamin  Hodges  and  Ichabod  Nichols,  both  of  whom 
owned  interests  in  five  vessels  totaling  over  800  tons  and 

1  From  2d  Felt,  ii.  298  for  1790. 

2  J.  D.  Phillips’  computation  for  1800. 
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after  them  came  Waitt  and  Pierce,  Simon  Forrester,  Jesse 
Richardson  and  William  Ward  who  all  owned  a  part  in¬ 
terest  in  vessels  aggregating  400  or  500  tons.  Most 
of  the  merchants  had  one  or  more  vessels  which  they  owned 
alone  or  with  one  regular  partner  and  then  fractional  in¬ 
terests  in  a  number  of  others.  Many  of  them  owned  more 
ships  at  an  earlier  or  later  date. 

The  merchants  were  also  shipping  and  receiving  goods 
not  only  on  their  own  vessels  but  on  those  of  many  other 
owners  and  a  merchant  might  be  doing  a  large  business 
even  if  he  owned  no  ships  at  that  particular  moment.  It  is 
especially  surprising  that  Simon  Forrester  and  the  Crown- 
inshields  did  not  have  more  ships  in  that  year. 

The  list  of  ships  with  owners  and  masters  is  as  follows : 
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Sch.  Betsy  (Mansfield)  66  Robert  Leach. 

Sch.  Betsy  (Babbidge)  88  Benj.  Hawkes,  John  Babbidge,  Jno.  Becket. 
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Ship  Follansbee  (Mason)  269  Jno.  Mason,  John  Collins,  Josh.  Ward,  Jesse  Richardson. 
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Brig  Sally  (M.  Endecott)  181  T.  Saunders,  Joseph  Peabody,  Jos.  White,  J.  Norris. 

Sch.  Sally  (Smith)  69  Abner  Chapman. 

Ship  Sally  (Patterson)  203  Israel  Thorndike,  Moses  Brown. 

Sch.  Sally  (Cole)  65  John  Leach. 


Sch.  Sally  (Silver)  74  James  &  William  Silver,  Curtis  Searle. 

Sch.  Sally  (Grould)  104  Joseph  Peabody,  Thomas  Perkins. 

Sch.  Seaflower  (Berry)  52  John  Hathorne. 
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AUGUSTINE  HEARD  AND  THE  CHINA  TRADE 
IN  THE  ISSO’s 


By  Howard  Corning 


The  correspondence  of  John  Murray  Forbes  with  Augus¬ 
tine  Heard  throws  a  revealing  light  on  the  nature  of  the 
business  transacted  in  the  early  1830’s  in  the  China  trade 
and  also  on  the  way  it  was  financed.  Not  the  least  inter¬ 
esting  aspect  is  the  confidence  shown  in  young  Forbes, 
then  barely  nineteen  years  of  age,  by  the  famous  merchant, 
Houqua. 

The  possibilities  of  the  Canton  trade,  were  first  opened 
up  to  the  then  young  United  States  when  Samuel  Shaw  in 
the  Empress  of  India  reached  Whampoa  on  August  28th, 
1784.  The  business  grew  steadily  until  the  decade  in 
which  the  following  letters  were  written,  the  combined  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports  between  the  United  States  and  China 
at  that  time  being  even  larger  than  in  the  succeeding  pe¬ 
riod.  The  trade  was  not  by  any  means  confined  to  a 
voyage  from  Canton  to  some  port  in  the  United  States,  as 
will  be  noted.  A  great  deal  of  the  correspondence  shows 
a  large  amount  of  trade  with  India,  and  the  products  of 
the  East  were  carried  by  the  Americans  to  a  great  variety 
of  ports. 

Augustine  Heard,  to  whom  these  letters  were  written, 
was  an  older  man,  having  been  born  March  30,  1785,  the 
son  of  John  Heard  and  Sally  Staniford,  of  Ipswich,  Mass. 
His  father  was  a  wealthy  and  prominent  merchant.  Young 
Heard  entered  Phillips-Exeter  in  1799  but  by  1805,  we 
find  him  a  supercargo  for  !Mr.  Ebenezer  Francis  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  From  then  on  he  was  employed  by  Israel  Thorndike 
and  other  leading  merchants  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Far  East  trade,  until  he  became  master  of  a  vessel  in  1812. 
He  continued  at  sea  until  he  sailed  for  China  in  the  LIN- 
TEN  on  July  7,  1830,  with  the  two  Forbes  brothers,  Rob¬ 
ert  Bennett  and  John  Murray. 

He  went  out  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Russell  &  Co.,  in 
Canton.  This  house  was  formed  January  1,  1834,  suc¬ 
ceeding  the  older  firm  of  Samuel  Russell  &  Co.  The  firm 
was  composed  of  Philip  Ammidon  and  Samuel  Russell, 
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and  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over  the  com¬ 
mission  business  of  Perkins  &  Co.,  of  Canton,  and  Messrs. 
J.  &  T.  H.  Perkins  &  Sons  of  Boston,  this  being  necessary 
because  the  Perkins  firm  found  that  they  had  more  busi¬ 
ness  than  they  could  conveniently  handle. 

The  firm  of  Perkins  &  Co.,  had  lost  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Forbes,  brother  of  J.  M.  Forbes,  their  only  part¬ 
ner  in  China ;  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Cushing  went  out  at  that  time 
and  merged  Perkins  &  Co.’s  affairs  with  Russell  &  Co.  It 
was  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  in  Canton  a  man  who 
had  experience  and  good  judgment,  and  this  Augustine 
Heard  had,  as  his  subsequent  career  proved.  He  stayed 
with  Russell  &  Co.,  until  December  31,  183G.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  organized  his  own  firm  of  Augustine  Heard  & 
Co.,  which  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  firms  in  the 
China  trade.  It  existed  until  the  middle  of  the  1870’s 
being  continued  by  his  nephews.  Mr.  Heard  never  mar¬ 
ried  and  died  in  1868. 

John  Murray  Forbes  was  bom  in  Bordeaux,  France, 
February  23,  1813,  the  son  of  Ralph  Bennett  Forbes  and 
Margaret  Perkins,  sister  of  the  great  East  India  mer¬ 
chants  J ames  and  Thomas  Handasyd  Perkins.  In  October, 
1828,  he  left  school  and  became  a  clerk  in  J.  and  T.  H. 
Perkins,  and  in  July,  1830,  sailed  for  China,  on  the  ship 
commanded  by  his  brother,  Ralph  Bennett  Forbes.  He 
came  back  to  Boston  in  1833  on  account  of  his  health,  and 
it  was  just  before  sailing  that  he  wrote  these  letters  to  Mr. 
Heard. 

He  returned  to  China  in  !March,  1834.  He  had  already 
been  made  a  partner  in  Russell  &  Companv  as  of  January 
1st  of  that  year.  He  finally  left  China  in  December,  1836, 
but  retained  an  interest  in  the  firm  by  attending  to  its  in¬ 
terests  in  America.  Quoting  from  ^Ir.  Forbes’  reminis¬ 
cences  : 

“Houqua,  who  never  did  anything  by  halves,  at  once 
took  me  as  Mr.  Cushing’s  successor,  and  that  of  my  brother 
Tom,  who  had  been  his  intimate  friend,  and  gave  me  his 
entire  confidence.  All  his  foreign  letters,  some  of  which 
were  of  almost  national  importance,  were  handed  me  to 
read,  and  to  prepare  such  answers  as  he  indicated,  which, 
after  being  read  to  him,  were  usually  signed  and  sent  with- 
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out  alteration.  It  was  his  habit  when  he  could  not  sell  his 
tea  or  silks  at  satisfactory  prices  to  ship  them  to  Europe 
or  America,  and  before  !  was  eighteen  years  old  it  was  not 
uncommon  for  him  to  order  me  to  charter  one  or  more  en¬ 
tire  ships  at  a  time,  and  load  them.  The  invoices  were 
made  out  in  my  name,  and  the  instructions  as  to  sales  and 
returns  given  just  as  if  the  shipments  were  my  own  prop¬ 
erty,  and  at  one  time  I  had  as  much  as  half  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  thus  afloat,  bringing  me  into  very  close  correspondence 
with  Baring  Bros.  &  Co.,  and  other  great  houses.” 

John  Perkins  Cushing  was  born  April  22,  1787,  and 
died  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  April  12,  1862.  He 
married  Anne  M.,  the  daughter  of  James  Perkins,  and  a 
sister  of  T.  H.  Perkins.  He  was  for  twenty  years  in 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Perkins  in  the  East. 

Canton  Decern"^  29,  1832 

Mr  A  Heard 
My  dear  Sir 

In  order  to  provide  for  any  accident  to  my  self  on  my  pro¬ 
jected  voyage  I  concluded  to  give  you  a  sort  of  history  of 
what  I  have  been  doing  in  the  way  of  business  for  Houqua  — 
By  the  Martha  last  season  I  shipped  —  as  Mr  Cushings 
property 

57  bales  K  Silk  —  invoiced  at  $17611.87 

By  the  Duke  of  Eoxbury — ^for  same  acc® — for 
London  Via  Singapore  —  38  Bales  do  -  -  at  11491.32 


$29153.19 

The  former  Ship*  had  reached  London  at  —  last  dates  — 
The  returns  I  ordered  to  be  made  as  Mr  Cushings  property  — 
in  2500  ps  Scarlet  L  Ells  and  400  ps.  Green  —  the  Bal®  in  Q 
Silver  if  to  be  had  at  43  cents  pr  lb  —  otherwise  —  in  Scar¬ 
let  L.  Ells.  I  learned  by  the  last  accounts  from  England 
that  the  Long  Ells  had  been  purchased  &  I  trust  they  will 
arrive  per  Boston  —  of  the  Q.  S.  I  hear  nothing  — 

A  shipment  of  200  ^  Chs  Y.  Hyson  —  wh  — I  made  per 
McLellan  had  been  sold  &  realized  and  proceeds  carried  to 
Houqua  Cr  with  Bryant  &  Sturgis.  By  the  Caroline  Au¬ 
gusta  I  shipped  —  1978  Chs  Souchong  &  43  chs  Skin  invoiced 
at  (as  Mr.  Cushings  property)  $31,064.54  to  be  sold  as  Mr 
C  might  think  proper  — 

The  returns  I  requested  might  be  made  by  ordering  from 
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England  —  as  early  as  possible  after  receipt  of  my  letter  (per 
Eclipse  &  Dorothea)  —  as  my  property  —  1000  ps  —  Scarlet 
Long  Ells  —  at  market  price  — 

8000  ps  do. - broader  than  usual  say  one  yard  broad 

if  to  be  had  at  not  above  12%  above  those  of  usual  dimensions 
—  at  over  this  to  be  omitted  and  2000  ps  more  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  dimensions  substituted  for  them  at  market  price  —  all 
to  be  of  same  description  and  style  as  the  Co.  — 

The  Balance  in  Carolus  dollars  if  to  be  had  at  a  2% 
adv*  —  at  more  than  this  —  to  be  remitted  as 
Mr.  C.  might  think  best  —  By  the  Lancaster  I  ad¬ 
dressed  Mr  Cushing  at  London  under  cover  to  Baring 
Bro*  &  Co  —  giving  him  the  copy  of  the  order  for  goods  &c  & 
requested  Messrs  B  B  &  Co.  in  case  he  was  not  with  them  to 
open  the  letter  and  act  upon  the  order  provided  they  were  dis¬ 
posed  to  do  so  upon  my  sole  responsibility  —  The  goods  in 
any  ease  to  be  forwarded  by  the  mode  which  might  appear 
most  expeditious  either  direct  or  via  U  S,  with  full  insur¬ 
ance  — 

By  the  Mount  Wallaston  I  shipped,  as  my  property, 

Invoice  of  Bohea  which  being  salted  amounted  to 


say  .  $13,689.66 

Invoice  of  Young  Hyson  not  salted  amt^  to .  3,828.13 

with  charges  of  $8®® . 17,466.09 

Invoice  of  Blue  Nankins  6800  ps  at  $73  .  4,964. 

’’Crape  Shawls -  1100  -  5,060. 


$27,490.09 

to  be  sold  as  Mr  C.  may  think  best  —  By  the  same  ship  I  re¬ 
quested  him  (May  6**")  to  order  immediately  on  account  of  the 


above  —  &  in  adv.  if  necessary  400  ps 

Green  Long  Ells  —  color  as  p  muster  —  at  market 

price  —  100  ps 

Yellow  —  do . do —  1000  ps 


Scarlet  do  —  of  one  yard  broad  —  if  to  be  had  at 
within  12%,  of  the  Cost  of  those  of  usual  dimen“® 

—  at  above  this  to  be  omitted - and  the  3alance  of 

funds  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained  to  be  invested  in  Scar¬ 
let  Long  Ells  of  usual  dimensions  at  market  price  —  All  to 
be  shipped  in  my  name  as  speedily  as  possible  — w —  full 
insurance  — 

In  case  of  anything  turning  up  to  render  this  investment 
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decidedly  unpromising  returns  to  be  made  as  may  seem  good 
to  Mr  Cushing. 

By  the  Providence  I  shipped  2  Cases  Shawls  Cost  $920  — 
Sales  and  return  to  be  made  as  ma}-  seem  best  to  J.  P.  C.  — 
also  as  my  property  — 

By  the  Canning  (dup  Geo4*^*'  —  trip'  —  p  Potomac  I 
forw^  to  Baring  Bros  &  Co  —  N.  Dunn  &  Cos.  Bills  — auth¬ 
orized  by  Ward  on  B.B.  &  Co.  — for  acc“  of  N.  Dunn  —  en¬ 
dorsed  by  them  in  Blank  and  hy  me  to  B  B  &  Co.  —  in  vari¬ 
ous  sums  to  am"  of  £10,000  Stg.  the  authority  for  the  above 
is  in  Houquas  hands  —  I  requested  Mess  B  B  &  Co.  to  dis¬ 
count  the  same  for  my  ac(f  in  season  to  pay  for  the  follg 
goods  when  —  I  requested  them  to  buy,  or  contract  for  as 
early  as  possible, 

300  ps.  Green  Long  Ells  —  at  market  price 
3000  ps.  Scarlet  do.  usual  dimen®  at  market  price 
1000  ps.  do  one  yard  broad  —  if  to  be  had  at  not  above  15, 
fifteen  per  cent  higher  than  those  of  usual  width  —  and 
provided  also  —  neither  of  my  former  orders  for  these 
had  been  executed  —  in  which  case  —  they  were  to  he 
omitted  and  1000  ps  of  the  ordinary  size  as  above  substi¬ 
tuted  for  them  at  market  price 

4000  pounds  matts  1®'  quality  such  as  were  formerly  sent  in 
packages  marked  F  F  F  C  provided  they  can  be  had  at  a 
price  that  will  not  bring  the  cost  in  China  including  all 
charges  as  above  $60  per  pecul 
24'l  pieces  Ladies  Cloth  such  as  is  usually  called  “best  super- 
•fine” — 19^  yards  by  60  inch  — 

90jto  he  of  same  color  &  quality  as  musters  sent  by  the 

-  Canning  —  having  proportion  for  each  labelled  on  the 

114  musters  —  N.B.  this  order  was  given  a  little  diP  from 
the  above  at  first  but  was  corrected  by  the  next  despatch. 
Balance  in  Quicksilver  at  the  rates  of  the  day  at  London  or 
Gib  as  may  appear  best  —  I  said  a  great  deal  about  despatch, 
&  suggested  sending  by  the  C'*  ships  if  no  earlier  opporty  of¬ 
fered  and  it  could  be  done  legally  —  at  not  over  $60  per  ton 
—  I  recom**  sending  any  part  that  might  be  finished  first  &  in 
case  two  good  chances  offered  to  divide  so  as  to  have  two 
chances  for  a  bare  market. 

By  the  Orwell  &  Macquenn  —  Nov.  5“*  I  wrote  requesting 
that  the  Quicksilver  might  be  omitted  and  any  Balance  of 
proceeds  invested  in  Bills  on  Bengal  if  to  be  had  at  1  /ll* 
one  Eleven  pence  Sterling  per  Sicca  rupee  such  as  they  would 
guarantee  —  the  same  to  be  remitted  to  Aushooter  Day,  Esq., 
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Calcutta  with  dirctious  to  advise  me  of  their  receipt  and  to 
hold  the  am®  when  collected  subject  to  my  order  —  or  if  Bills 
could  not  be  had  on  these  terms  to  forward  me  their  own 
authority  to  draw  —  for  the  amount  remaining  unappropria¬ 
ted. 

By  the  Potomac  I  shipped  —  an  Im’®  of  Pecco,  Bohea  & 
Souchong  am®g  to  $32,811.91,  consigned  to  Cremer,  Blok- 
huysen  &  Co.,  R.  Dunn  &  Co.  —  Crommelin  &  Son,  Amster¬ 
dam  —  Mertorm  Musselman  &  Co.,  Antwerp,  or  I  Berenburg 
Gossler  &  Co.  Hamburg  or  in  going  to  any  other  port  to  or¬ 
der  of  Baring  Bros.  &  Co  I  enclosed  to  B  B  &  Co.  a  copy  of 
my  instructions  with  a  Bill  of  Lading  endorsed  in  blank  to 
be  used  in  case  of  necessity.  I  wrote  to  Capt  Conray  request¬ 
ing  him  to  consider  my  ship*  under  the  control  of  Mess  Bar¬ 
ing  B.  &  Co.  in  case  of  any  accident  or  interruption  to  his 
voyage —  My  instructions  to  the  consignee  were  to  sell  imme¬ 
diately  on  arrival  &  remit  proceeds  to  London  —  or  if  thought 
advisable  to  divide  the  lot  with  one  or  more  of  the  above 
party  in  doing  which  as  in  selling  I  recommend  the  greatest 
dispatch  — 

In  order  to  get  returns  of  this  ship*  I  requested  Mess  Bar¬ 
ings  to  buy  in  advance  certain  goods  as  below  —  &  in  order 
to  provide  for  loss  or  delay  of  the  ship,  send  them  Houqua’s 
letter  of  guantry  in  my  favor  for  £6000.  Stg.  and  also  wrote  to 
Mr  Cushing  begging  him  to  confirm  the  order  &c  &c  The 
goods  were  as  follows  — 

200  ps  Broad  Cloths  of  the  quality  usually  called  Extra 
Superfine  part  18^  yds  &  part  19J  yds  by  60  inches  —  to 
be  of  same  quality,  color  &c  as  certain  musters  received 
of  Houqua  &  sent  them  in  dup  —  p  Orwell  &  Macqueen 
by  which  ships  the  order  was  also  sent. 

210  pieces  do.  do.  such  as  are  usually  called  Best  superfine 
—  dimensions  &e.  as  before  if  to  be  had  at  7  /  —  seven 
shillings  per  yard.  N  B.  The  first  mention  200  ps  I  for¬ 
got  to  say,  were  limited  at  12/  —  twelve  shillings  per 
yard 

70  ps  Ladies  Cloth  —  dimensions  —  musters  &c  as  before 
of  the  quality  usually  called  “Best  superfine”  not  to  cost 
over  9/  nine  shillings  per  yard  making  altogether  490 
ps  —  to  be  packed  in  the  usual  style,  with  the  cover  of  each 
piece  highly  ornamented  with  Gilt  —  also 

36  pieces  Dutch  Camolets  —  55  dutch  yds  by  29  English 
inches  —  Color  as  per  muster  —  Goods  to  be  forw**  same  as 
those  ordered  against  Bills,  — 
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Shipm*  and  returns  all  made  as  my  property  —  I  requested 
B  B  &  Co.  if  the  goods  could  not  be  had  at  limits  to  omit 
them  —  and  in  any  event  to  remit  Balance  by  Bills  on  Bengal 
at  1/11  —  one  eleven  pence  pr.  Sicca  rupee  to  be  guaranteed 
by  them  and  sent  to  Aushootos  Day  Esq.  or  w.  directions  to 
advise  me  of  their  receipt  and  hold  proceeds  subject  to  my 
order  —  If  Bills  are  not  to  be  had  as  above  they  are  to  send 
me  their  authority  to  value  on  them  for  the  Balance.  By  the 
Tremont  I  shipped  84  chs  Pecco  invoiced  at  $4,072.19  con¬ 
signed  to  the  order  of  Mess  Baring  Bros.  &  Co.  with  directions 
to  do  as  they  thought  best  with  and  to  remit  proceeds  by  Bills 
on  Bengal  as  before  if  to  be  had  at  1  /lO  one  shilling  ten  pence 
Sicca  rupee  —  at  above  this,  to  send  me  authority  to  draw  on 
them  for  the  am®  —  this  ship*^  also  as  my  property  — 

By  the  Martha  I  shipped  as  Mr  Cushings  property  —  | 


25  Bales  —  Raw  Silk  —  am® . $7,004.15  f 

By  the  Oenida  135  bales  am® .  35,556.94  | 

”  ”  Neponset  60  bales .  16,876.70 

”  ”  Jeanette  I  shall  ship  135  bales  -  -  36,172.27 

_  I 

$95,610.06  I 

By  the  Martha  1500  ps.  Pongees  &  12000  ps.  } 

N.  D.  Blue  Nankin  15,870.  ^ 

The  latter  in  my  own  name.  I 

On  all  which  I  requested  insurance  p  Italy  —  &c  with  10% 
profit  on  R.  S.  and  25%  on  the  others  —  The  former  is  to  be 


reshipped  to  England  &  sold  if  cost  &  charges  can  be  had  — 
provided  Mr  C  thinks  best  —  if  cost  &  charges  cannot  be  had 
the  whole  to  be  held  for  further  orders  from  Houqua  —  I  re¬ 
mitted  per  Martha  &  Neponset  about  $3000  —  rec**  of  R  &  Co 
in  a  Bill  on  London  —  to  pay  exps.  of  insurance  &c  —  and 
by  the  Glavius  I  wrote  requesting  that  proceeds  silks  and 
Nankins  per  Martha  may  be  carried  to  Houquas  credit  and 
the  Balance  of  his  acco.  remitted  as  Mr  C.  may  judge  best  — 
The  spare  Bills  of  Lading  with  copies  of  all  the  invoices  I 
have  deposited  with  Houqua  — 

In  the  whole  of  these  adventures  I  am  or  was  to  secure  one 
tenth  part  of  nett  profits  —  without  Charge  of  interest  or 
chance  of  loss  i.  e.  without  responsibility  —  and  in  the  ship* 
Bohea  per  M*  Wollaston  I  was  to  be  interested  one  fourth 
part  of  profits  —  It  is  possible  that  Houqua  may  think  my 
claims  nullified  by  deserting  my  post  as  would  be  but  fair  & 
in  such  case  I  have  only  to  acquiesce  —  By  the  Tremont  and 
next  Cos  despatch  I  request  Barings  in  case  of  sending  author- 
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ity  to  draw  to  address  their  letter  of  credit  to  Kussell  &  Co.  in 
my  absence  and  I  hand  herewith  a  letter  in  dup*  to  Aushooter 
Day  requesting  him  to  advise  you  of  receipt  of  any  Bills  on 
my  acc®.  and  to  hold  proceeds  at  your  disposition  —  I  need 
hardly  say  that  you  will  hold  any  such  funds  as  well  as  any 
goods  returned  for  these  shipments  —  under  Houquas  con¬ 
trol  —  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  such  a  “power  of  Atty.”  as 
will  enable  you  to  do  anything  which  I  could  do  if  present  — 

I  subscribed  nearly  a  year  since  to  the  Keg  &  Courier  for 
Houqua  —  I  think  he  will  not  wish  them  continued  when 
the  year  is  out  —  at  that  time  it  will  be  as  well  to  stop  them 
—  I  have  ])aid  in  advance  and  sh^  —  of  course  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  receiving  the  $24  —  altho  it  is  not  important  —  In 
making  any  future  shipments  to  Mr  Cushing  it  will  be  unnes- 
sary  to  provide  for  his  absence  as  he  informed  me  some  time 
since  that  he  should  always  leave  a  power  with  B.&S. 

Canton,  January  1,  1833 

Mr.  A.  Heard 
My  dear  sir 

I  need  hardly  say  how  much  I  regret  to  add  to  the  heavy 
burden  already  on  your  shoulders  but  as  necessity  has  no  law 
and,  as  I  have  heretofore  experienced,  your  kindness  to  me  no 
limits,  I  will  without  further  preface  or  apology  endeavor  to 
give  you  the  state  of  my  unsettled  affairs  in  these  parts. 

In  the  first  place  I  must  beg  you  to  open  all  letters  to  me 
except  such  as  are  marked  private  or  are  in  the  hand  writing 
of  my  Mother  and  sisters  —  and  letters  which  you  will  read¬ 
ily  distinguish  &  which  being  generally  fit  for  no  eye  but  mine 
I  will  thank  you  to  forward  under  cover  to  me  —  I  should  also 
be  glad  to  receive  my  business  letters  so  soon  as  you  have  no 
further  occasion  for  them  —  As  I  have  already  said  to  you, 
the  chance,  between  detention  by  my  mother  and  by  my  liver 
of  my  returning  here  is  rather  small  so  that  I  think  you  may 
calculate  upon  any  letters  finding  me  at  home  for  a  year,  at 
least  and  I  trust  that  when  at  leisure  will  continue  to  give 
me  a  line  as  oppys  offer  untill  you  have  some  pretty  certain 
indication  that  I  shall  return  Such  letters  as  you  mark  priv¬ 
ate  shall  be  returned  unopened  if  I  am  not  at  home  —  I  leave 
on  the  iron  box  Kingquas  hong  chop  payable  on  demand  & 
secured  by  Souchong  &  Moushing  for  20,000  $  with  (I  be¬ 
lieve)  something  like  a  mortgage  on  the  pack  house  for  pur¬ 
chase  of  which  this  am®  was  loaned  by  my  brother,  Thomas 
Forbes,  drowned  at  Wencao  —  I  have  had  the  chop  made  on 
demand  in  order  that  in  case  of  any  sudden  appearances  of 
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“smash”  in  the  Hong  you  may  have  an  immediate  hold  upon 
them  —  If  however  their  credit  continues  good  it  will  not  be 
worth  while  to  press  them  for  this  money — (except  for  interest 
at  the  end  of  the  year  Dec.  14^’’  at  10%)  In  case  of  receiv¬ 
ing  the  am®  however,  or  any  part  of  it  I  think  it  had  better 
be  immediately  invested  in  any  thing  that  promises  a  safe  & 
even  rend,  and  shipped  to  the  U.  S.  consigned  to  R.  B. 
Forbes  for  acc®  of  the  Estate  —  giving  them  notice  en"  for 
insurance  —  or  in  want  of  opporty,  insuring  here ;  if  perfect¬ 
ly  safe  Bills  can  be  had  at  5  a  10%  discount  —  or  even  Bills 
on  England  at  4/5  a  4/6 — .  I  should  prefer  this  mode  of  re¬ 
mittance  unless  there  was  a  very  fair  chance  of  profit  on 
Goods  —  In  the  Books  of  the  House,  there  is  at  credit  of 
“Estate  of  T.  T.  Forbes  —  $2000  —  rec^  of  Mous  zing  for  in¬ 
terest  on  the  chop  —  this  am®  I  think  had  better  be  invested 
towards  the  1®*  Feby.  in  Sechune  Pongees  — say  half  in  such 
as  cost  me  $3"“  long  &  half  in  such  as  cost  25  a  30  cents  less  — 
unless  this  article  is  higher  than  before  —  or  something  turns 
up  to  make  it  appear  r  asafe,  in  which  case  it  might  be  in¬ 
vested  in  any  thing  thit  promised  an  even  rend  —  and 
shipped  to  E.  Bts  —  giving  him  time  for  insurance  —  if  by 
advice  from  the  U  S  all  silks  promise  ba  ily  —  I  should  pre¬ 
fer  a  Bill  on  the  U  S  at  par  to  teas  at  anvthing  over  prices 
of  1830/31  — 

And  now  for  my  own  affairs  —  I  shipped  per  Ivanhoe  (as 
per  copy  enclosed)  Invoice  of  silks  am®  to  $2115.^®  consg®  to 
R  Perkins  with  instructions  to  bring  back  funds  at  all  sacri¬ 
fices  I  made  no  agreement  with  him  about  commissions  but 
trust  Mr  Sturgis  will  protect  me  from  any  open  gouging  —  I 
paid  my  note  to  Cheesing  ac®  this  ship*  —  he  agreeing  to  make 
up  for  any  spots  or  inferiority  in  the  shawls  —  I  also  shipped 
per  Invanhoe  a  bx  glass  beads  ac  Hinchong  invoiced  at  $200 

—  &  worth  perhaps  $20  —  proceeds  of  which  (if  any  thing) 
please  pay  to  Hinchong  — 

By  the  Chilian  I  shipped  consign®  to  I  W  Finley  —  an  in¬ 
voice  of  silks  as  per  copy  enclosed  am®  to  $4,004.56  one  quar¬ 
ter  ac  Gilman  —  my  instructions  were  to  sell  &  remit  pro¬ 
ceeds  as  speedily  as  possible  and  in  the  mode  that  he  tho*  best 

—  to  pay  for  these  goods  I  borrowed  of  Houqua  $3000  & 
gave  my  note  on  demand  a  6%  interest  which  please  pay  as 
soon  as  in  funds  for  my  acc®  without  interest  the  old  Gent  — 
having  informed  me  lately  that  he  did  not  wish  me  to  pay  int 

—  Gilman  still  owes  me  his  share  without  interest  — 

By  the  Chilian  I  also  shipped  about  $60  worth  of  matting 


BY  HOWAED  COENING 


279 


in  Co  with  Finley  —  as  per  advance  —  also  acc®  Washing 
silks  to  am®  of  $1275  —  which  will  not  bring  cost  I  suppose 
being  unsaleable  here  —  When  proceeds  of  these  are  rec** 
please  pay  them  over  to  Washington  deducting  duty  on  Satins 
here  advanced  by  me  say  $36.  and  prem.  ins  in  the  U.  S. 
3%  —  (I  am  also  to  pay  freight  on  the  goods  out  for  my  half 
profits)  all  around  —  in  case  there  is  any  profit  on  them  I  am 
to  have  half  for  my  trouble  —  I  wrote  to  Finley  desiring  him 
in  case  he  had  not  wound  up  my  adv  to  pay  any  Balance  to 
Bradford  who  promises  to  take  charge  of  it  for  me  —  In 
March  last  I  sent  to  Manila  pr  Brillante  a  box  of  coral  Beads 
for  Hinchong  as  per  invoice,  which  I  directed  sh®  not  be  sold 
at  less  than  $40  pr  cy  at  his  request  —  I  shall  request  them 
to  sell  it  if  any  thing  over  $30  can  be  had  &  account  to  you 
for  the  proceeds,  which  please  pay  over  to  Hinchong  My  in¬ 
voice  per  Lancaster  as  per  copy  herewith  amounted  to 
$5,275.'^®  in  which  Gilman  is  one  fifth  interested  —  his  pro¬ 
portion  or  nearly  to  say  $1000  is  at  his  debit  w  K.  &  Co  —  I 
have  some  hope  that  you  may  recover  something  of  Cooshing 
for  the  damaged  case  for  Jennings  in  which  event  I  should 
also  come  in  for  repayment  —  I  should  not  however  wish  to 
have  the  old  fellow  (Cooshing)  pushed  hard  on  my  acc®  I 
trust  the  Ivanhoe  will  bring  returns  of  all  my  Mexican  adv*, 
which  Jennings  says  will  pay  pretty  well  —  I  leave  with  you  a 
note  of  Bennets  to  Capt.  T.  Meek  requesting  him  to  pay  me 
a  little  Bal’ce  of  I  believe  $36  — 

Also  Invoice  of  Glass  rec®  from  H  York  —  which  was  deF 
to  Mouqua  —  This  Glass  was  sent  for  to  Mr.  Cushing  and  the 
first  I  heard  of  his  getting  the  order  was  receipt  of  the  Invo 
from  New  York  —  I  have  since  had  no  letter  from  Mr  C  — 
and  dont  exactly  know  if  he  intends  to  make  Mouqua  pay 
for  it  or  not  —  I  have  accordingly  charged  him  with  freight 
paid  on  it  $25  &  duty  $96  and  have  rec®  the  am®  of  R.  &  Co  — 
In  case  his  future  letters  to  me  mention  the  subject  you  can 
be  governed  by  them  as  to  claiming  the  am®  with  cost  &c  —  of 
Mouqua  — If  I  dont  go  in  the  Alert  I  will  leave  with  you  a  let¬ 
ter  for  Mr.  J.  Bryants  —  about  some  tea  for  his  nephew  on 
board  which  I  must  trouble  you  to  attend  to  —  I  leave  with 
you  a  note  of  Jennisons  to  Ammidon  for  $100.  dollars  en¬ 
dorsed  to  me  by  Ammidon  who  also  authorized  me  to  open 
any  letters  to  him  from  Jennison,  I  having  promised  to  send 
the  am®  pr  Ivanhoe  —  In  case  it  comes  please  carry  the  am® 
to  my  credit  with  R  &  Co  —  I  almost  forgot  to  mention  that 
T.  G.  Pitman  is  debited  in  the  Books  of  T.  T.  Forbes  with 
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$391^®  —  for  sales  of  ginger  —  this  is  acknowledged  as  cor¬ 
rect  by  Mr  French  and  if  B.  Pitman  comes  here  with  prop¬ 
erty  of  his  brothers  it  will  probably  be  paid  if  applied  for  — 
if  the  am®  should  be  rec^  it  would  be  well  to  send  it  home  as 
early  as  possible  I  can  think  of  nothing  else  at  present  to 
trouble  you  with — If  Houquas  business  turns  out  well  (as  now 
appears  likely  and  my  adv  decently  as  it  to  be  hoped  most 
devoutly  and  the  Barque  does  moderately  which  the  Lord 
grant  —  I  shall  have  considerable  funds  in  this  quarter  be¬ 
tween  this  and  next  summer  and  if  so  and  you  see  any  special 
good  chances  for  a  shipm*  to  the  IT.  S.  or  even  for  a  little  spec, 
(like  the  Bohea  last  year)  I  should  like  to  have  you  do  with 
my  property  as  if  it  were  yr  own  — Such  chances  must  often 
occur  when  you  can  see  a  pretty  sure  profit  here  or  elsewhere 
but  dont  like  to  speculate  —  on  acc®  of  your  holding  out  as 
Commission  Agents  but  where  you  could  have  no  scruples  of 
conscience  in  speculating  for  me  — In  case  of  a  War  on  It  is 
probable  that  at  first  there  may  be  some  very  good  chances 
which  I  shall  miss  on  my  passage  &  should  be  very  glad  if 
you  could  help  me  to  a  slice  without  any  very  great  risk  —  As 
the  Boston  may  bring  the  first  news  of  trouble  I  think  it  will 
be  very  desirable  for  you  to  be  perfectly  informed  before  hand 
of  stocks,  prices  &c  &c  of  all  imports  —  as  there  may  in  such 
case  be  orders  for  the  House  &  at  all  events  it  would  be  well 
get  Houqua  to  do  something  as  it  w^  be  a  pity  to  lose  the 
chance  or  give  it  to  yr  Scotch  friends. 

February  2“^  1833 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  loaned  the  $2000  —  due 
the  “Estate”,  to  Sever  —  so  that  matter  is  at  rest  untill  next 
year  —  The  bal®  due  me  from  Gilman  has  been  put  to  his 
debit  with  R  &  Co.  so  his  share  of  advt*  per  Lancaster  &  Chil¬ 
ian  must  be  carried  to  his  credit  —  Mouqua  has  also  paid 
for  the  Plate  Glass  —  with  charges  —  I  forgot  to  say  that  I 
had  sent  to  Manila  2  can  Cotton  Hfd.  left  by  Bennet  at  Lin- 
tin,  with  orders  to  sell  and  remit  proceeds  immediately  —  the 
cost  was  I  think  not  far  from  $500  —  On  board  the  Rasselas 
is  a  Bale  of  10  B^  Cloth  as  percard  which  please  receive  & 
present  in  Mr  Cushings  name  to  Cunerva  Hinchong,  Thonch- 
ing,  Cooshing,  Achao,  Comprador,  (at  Quonchongs)  —  Yg 
Tom  Linguist,  Hinchong,  Moushing,  Hongwa  &  (if  you  think 
it  proper)  Cumroa’s  two  pursers  —  As  the  Cloth  is  of  2  colors 
it  would  perhaps  be  as  well  to  give  to  each  of  the  above  half  a 
piece  of  each  color  —  All  Duties  &  Charges  must  be  carried 
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to  debit  of  Mr.  Cushings  account  —  I  should  like  to  have  all 
my  Cumsha  affairs  sent  me  by  first  good  chance 

With  regard  to  letters  —  there  may  be  some  which  the  writ¬ 
ers  w^  not  like  to  have  you  see  —  if  you  get  any  such  it  would 
be  well  to  return  them  to  me  enclosed  — 

Old  David  Harris  who  went  2“*^  off''  of  the  Diana  owes  me 
$20  —  which  if  tendered  should  by  no  means  be  refused  — 

The  Stocking  Machine  if  sent  sh^  be  charged  to  Touch¬ 
ing  V4:  to  yon  &  ^  to  me  —  if  you  think  best  to  keep  it  —  or 
if  returned  I  must  stand  half  the  expenses  — 

If  Blue  Nankins  towards  the  end  of  the  season  should  get 
down  to  $70  a  75  I  should  consider  them  a  fair  Spec  for  ship* 
to  the  U  States  —  In  case  you  should  be  able  to  direct  any 
shipments  to  me —  I  sh^  be  glad  to  receive  them  &  will  leave 
a  proper  power  with  Bennet  by  which  all  will  be  attended  to 
in  my  absence  —  &  any  from  Houqua  will  be  put  within  the 
control  of  Mr.  Cushing  And  now  I  believe  I  have  only  to  say 
that  I  shall  depend  much  upon  hearing  from  you  —  if  only  a 
line  at  a  time 

&  that  I  am,  ever,  Yours 

J.  M.  Forhes 

February  S'*  1833 

I  omitted  to  say  that  the  Ship*  per  Potomac  with  profits 
was  insured  by  the  Ninth  Canton  &  the  policy  is  in  Houquas 
hands  endorsed  by  me  —  I  requested  Mr  Cushing  to  insure 
the  Tremonts  84  Chests  Pecco  —  I  have  stopped  the  2  papers 
&  rec’d  the  am®  I  am  now  writing  to  Mr  Cushing  to  request 
that  two  thirds  of  the  value  of  the  Eaw  Silk  may  be  remitted 
in  advance  if  necessary  in  the  manner  before  directed  —  I 
have  shipped  per  Alert  Inv®  of  silks  (Hfs  &  Pongees)  am® 
to  $10,547.®**  which  with  20%  profits  is  insured  in  the  IT 
States  by  Mr  Cushing  as  my  property  —  it  is  so  invoiced  & 
consigned  to  me  —  Proceeds  shall  be  returned  as  Mr.  C  may 
think  best  — 

The  Alert  takes  down  16.17^  Pis  Tysaan  Eaw  silk  — 
there  remains  at  Sinchongs  48.51^  =  64®*  which  Sinchong 
understands  to  be  my  property  —  that  is  —  I  have  bo* 
it  through  him  paying  him  $28  pr.  pecul  for  shipping  off  —  & 
settling  price  with  Houqua  —  I  have  paid  him  shipping 
charges  on  the  whole  say  $1811.®^  It  is  to  be  shipped  as  Mr 
Cushings  property  &  to  him  consigned  at  $315  per  percul  —  I 
consider  the  freight  engaged  per  Eomulus  as  for  this  acc®.  as 
far  as  it  goes  —  the  bal*  to  be  fitted  up  with  Bennetts  silk  — 
I  hand  you  C.  V.  Gillespies  note  agreeing  to  let  me  have  it. 


282  AUGUSTINE  HEARD  AND  THE  CHINA  TRADE 


In  case  however  you  sh^  learn  that  the  ship  is  not  seaworthy 
I  should  think  I  had  a  right  to  give  up  my  bargain  —  The  in¬ 
surance  I  have  requested  Mr  Cushing  to  make  with  ten  per 
cent  profits  or  charges  —  it  might  be  well  to  invoice  it  shipped 
by  my  order  so  as  to  prevent  any  mistake  with  the  insurers  — 
In  case  you  think  well  of  it  &  Houqua  is  perfectly  agreeable, 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  any  future  ship^  of  his  consigned  to 
me  &  in  case  I  leave  will  take  care  that  all  his  property  goes 
under  the  control  of  Mr  Cushing  by  leaving  a  power  of  At¬ 
torney  &  full  instructions  with  Bennet  Hoping  these  mat¬ 
ters  will  not  give  you  much  trouble  I  am  as  ever  Yours 

J  M  Forbes 


THE  PEAHCE-PARROT  GARDEN 
IN  GLOUCESTER 


By  Alfeed  Mansfield  Beooks 


Gracious  living,  pleasant  as  well  as  ample  provision  for 
one’s  family,  and  hospitality  for  friend  and  stranger,  beau¬ 
tifully  dispensed,  spell  the  turn  of  the  19th  century  in 
these  parts.  Much  history  and  fiction  has  been  written 
about  it,  chiefly  in  capitol  and  county  seat,  Boston  and  Sa¬ 
lem.  But  it  was  not  all  urban.  Ear  otherwise  in  fact. 

Harrison  Ellery,  speaking  of  Gloucester,  says  “no  town 
of  equal  population  gave  more  commissions  to  Copley,  the 
wealthy  people  of  the  place  patronizing  Stuart  as  well.” 
Examination  of  inventories  show  that  its  houses  were  lib¬ 
erally  supplied  with  plate,  rarer  and  earlier  than  Revere, 
as  well  as  Revere,  and  later.  The  Rev.  William  Bentley, 
incomparable  Salem  diarist,  speaks  of  Capt.  Beaches  ‘ele¬ 
gant  house,’  now  the  Library.  He  even  enumerates  the 
paintings  and  engravings  in  the  house.  Again  Bentley 
says,  “In  no  place  I  have  ever  been  can  they  so  easily  com¬ 
bine  for  social  pleasure.  The  hospitality  of  Cape  Ann, 
may  it  be  preserved  in  our  National  Character.”  This  is 
more  than  enough  to  spring  imagination  in  respect  to  the 
gracious  living  of  many  another  Essex  County  town  be¬ 
sides  Gloucester. 

Tangible  mementos  of  this  period,  portraits,  silver, 
furniture,  china,  glass.  Cashmere  shawls,  brocades,  em¬ 
broidered,  cob-web  India  muslin  and  many  more  are  to  be 
seen  in  quantity  at  the  East  India  Marine  and  the  Essex 
Institute  museums  in  Salem  and  in  startling  amount  at  the 
museums  of  the  local  historical  societies,  Gloucester  among 
them.  Also,  here  and  there,  the  property  of  these  societies, 
are  old  houses,  some  fine,  and  a  few  of  them  not  ovei^re- 
stored  and  over-furnished.  These  too  are  delightful  me¬ 
mentos  of  our  forbears’  way  of  life.  En  masse,  or  sep¬ 
arately,  these  mementoes  constitute  a  library  of  social  his¬ 
tory.  “When  a  man  understands  the  art  of  seeing,”  says 
Victor  Hugo,  “he  can  trace  the  spirit  of  an  age  even  in  a 
knocker  on  a  door.”  Incidentally  this  is  the  best  of  all 
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reasons  for  the  maintenance  of  our  historical  societies, 
their  ancient  houses  and  their  museums. 

There  is,  however,  one  attribute  of  the  gracious  living 
of  this  period,  peculiarly  dear  to  the  age,  not  to  be  found 
in  or  out  of  any  museum,  the  garden.  Neither  is  there 
much  material  upon  which  to  build  a  picture  «f  these  gar¬ 
dens;  not  gardens  in  general,  but  specific  gardens.  One 
notable  bit  of  such  material  is  the  plan  of  the  Pearce-Par- 
rot  garden  (1800)  in  Gloucester.  It  is  in  the  Essex  Regis¬ 
try  of  Deeds  and  it  was  drawn  “by  D.  W.  Low,  Surveyor, 
Apr.  2,  1864,”  at  the  time  the  estate  was  cut  up  and  sold. 
The  “Mansion”  was  the  usual  Federal  house  of  the  day,  “a 
four  square,  three  high,”  to  use  an  old  and  accurately  des¬ 
criptive  expression.  A  derilect  for  years,  it  has  now,  like 
its  garden,  vanished  altogether. 

In  1800  Gloucester  was  a  remarkably  beautiful,  little 
garden  city;  garden  because  within  an  area  that  could  be 
walked  around  in  forty  minutes  it  had  fifteen  gardens  com¬ 
parable  in  size  to  the  Beach  garden  to  which  Bentley  ap¬ 
plies  the  words  “excellent  large” ;  remarkably  beautiful  be¬ 
cause  the  town  of  that  time  occupied  three,  natural,  semi¬ 
circular  terraces  which  nestled  in  the  steep  concave  of  the 
hills  that  rise  from  the  quiet  water  of  the  land-locked  “Har¬ 
bor  Cove.”  A  truly  Greek  site !  Of  these  fifteen  “large” 
gardens  we  have  extremely  generalized  information  only. 
Just  what  we  have  of  most  of  the  gardens  of  a  hundred  and 
forty  years  ago.  But  of  the  sixteenth,  the  Pearce-Parrot 
garden,  (a  Pearce  of  Gloucester  married  a  Parrot  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,)  we  can,  from  the  plan,  build  up  a  meticulous  and 
vivid  picture. 

The  “Mansion”  faced  S.  W.  on  Parrot  Lane,  now  the 
considerably  widened  Water  Street.  The  grade  of  the 
lane  was  steeper  than  that  of  the  present  street.  The  man¬ 
sion  stood  on  a  terrace  and  the  garden,  at  a  lower  level, 
ran  lengthwise  to  the  S.  E.  Taking  climate,  and  the  fine 
S.  E.  view  across  the  harbor  into  account  the  use  made  of 
the  site  was  perfect.  The  garden-door,  in  the  garden-front 
of  the  house,  was  set  back  in  an  angle  just  enough  to  give 
protection  from  thte  cold  west  and  north  winds.  A  terrace 
ran  across  the  garden-front,  and  beyond.  The  garden  was 
reached  by  two  flights  of  steps  which  led  to  the  lower  level. 
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One  of  these  flights  was  near  the  front  door,  and  the  lane, 
and  so,  in  a  sense,  public.  The  other,  removed  from  public 
view,  was  private  to  the  family.  In  front  of  the  garden-door 
the  terrace  was  broadened  into  a  small  platform  from  which 
one  looked  down  directly  upon  a  maze  of  radiating,  concen¬ 
tric,  circular,  wedge-shape  and  triangular  flower-beds.  The 
lengthwise,  central  path  of  this  pretty  maze  ran  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  garden-door  and  the  platform  thus  creating  a 
dominant  axis  for  the  entire  layout.  But,  most  interest¬ 
ing  fact,  this  axis  is  off  centre  for  the  garden  as  a  whole. 
Further,  two  parallel  paths  flank  the  maze  and  lead 
straight  away,  eighty  feet,  with  the  length  of  the  gar¬ 
den.  The  right  hand  of  these  paths  stops  at  the  second 
cross  path.  The  left  continues  straight  on.  These  paths, 
lengthwise  and  across,  are  so  arranged  as  to  divide  the  total 
area,  the  maze  excepted,  into  seven  minor  areas,  no  two  of 
the  same  shape  or  size.  They  were  given  to  vegetables  and 
small  fruits.  The  orchard  varieties  occupied  the  land 
beyond  and  nearer  the  water. 

The  short  of  this  analysis  is  a  garden  planned  primarily 
with  regard  to  the  garden-front  of  the  house  or  “Mansion.” 
Secondarily  it  is  planned  in  a  way  that  suggests  a  major 
axis  without  really  having  one ;  symmetrical  without  being 
tiresomely  balanced.  The  view  looking  up  from  the  garden 
was  made  to  be  as  interesting  as  that  looking  down.  This 
is  no  hit  and  miss  planning,  but  an  imaginatively  con¬ 
ceived,  and  carefully  worked  out  arrangement  of  a  house 
and  grounds  considered  as  a  unit.  To  it  the  words  of 
Sir  William  Temple’s  famous  essay,  “Of  Gardening,” 
are  entirely  applicable : 

“The  garden  ought  to  lie  to  the  best  parts  of  the  house, 
or  to  those  of  the  master’s  commonest  use,  so  as  to  be  like 
one  of  the  rooms  out  of  which  you  step  into  another.” 


EAKLY  EECOLLECTIONS  OF  SALEM,  WHITTEN 
IN  1886. 


By  Samuel  Chamberlain. 


My  earliest  recollection  dates  back  to  about  my  sixth 
year.  At  that  period  I  lived  in  the  part  of  Salem  which 
was  known  as  “Knockers  Hole”.  There  were  at  that  time 
“Knockers  Holers”  “Button  Holers”  and  “Pigeons”  who 
dwelt  in  North  Salem.  The  Button  Holers  lived  near 
Federal  and  St.  Peter  Streets.  These  clans  had  many  a 
hard-pitched  battle  in  the  winter,  with  snow  balls,  as  many 
of  the  older  residents  of  Salem  must  remember.  There 
were  some  who  came  more  heavily  armed,  and  clubs  even 
were  not  uncommon  weapons.  The  Knockers  Holers  gen¬ 
erally  won  in  these  encounters,  either  by  their  greater  num¬ 
bers,  their  dare  deviltry,  or  perhaps  by  their  inborn  pug^ 
nacity,  they  had  —  and  deserved  —  the  reputation  of  be¬ 
ing  a  hard  set  of  fellows  for  the  most  part.  Many  of  them 
became  sailors. 

Mill  Street  was  the  Broadway  of  Knockers  Hole.  On 
its  western  side  I  can  recall  several  houses,  which  are  still 
standing,  and  some  which  have  disappeared.  The  Arring¬ 
ton  house  at  the  northern  corner  of  Creek  Street  on  Mill 
Street  has  been  torn  down.  On  the  opposite  corner  of 
Creek  Street  and  near  the  Creek  from  which  the  street 
takes  its  name,  was  the  Dolliver  house,  which  still  remains. 
Mr.  Dolliver  was  a  baker.  The  Dolliver  house  is  a  large 
three-story  brick  building,  built  about  1803.  To  the 
south  of  this  is  the  Godshall  house  on  the  comer  of  High 
and  Mill  Street  south  of  the  creek.  One  part  of  it  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Floyd,  a  gunsmith.  It  was  in  this  house 
where  I  first  went  to  school,  and  one  of  Mr.  Floyd’s 
daughters  was  my  first  teacher. 

According  to  the  terms,  each  pupil  was  obliged  to  bring 
a  certain  quantity  of  wood  each  morning  for  the  fire,  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  time.  Two  sticks  of  wood,  each  perhaps 
two  feet  long,  was  an  armful  for  me  then.  The  charge  for 
tuition  in  addition  to  the  fuel  was  about  one  dollar  for  each 
quarter. 
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The  Irvinf^  house,  across  High  Street  from  the  Gk)d- 
shalls’  was  bought  by  my  father  and  demolished.  On  the 
land  thus  cleared  he  built  the  one  now  standing,  facing 
Mill  Street. 

Just  to  the  south  of  the  Irving  house  on  Mill  Street,  is 
the  building  in  which  my  recollections  begin,  though  I  do 
not  know  whether  or  not  I  was  born  there.  In  the  rear  of 
the  two  last  named  houses  is  ‘‘Roastrmeat  Hill”,  and 
upon  it  is  a  house  at  least  two  hundred  years  old.  It  was 
known  as  the  Palmer  house,  and  my  maternal  ancestors 
lived  there.  My  grandmother  was  Mary  Palmer  who 
married  J ames  Bowman. 

To  the  south  of  Roast-meat  Hill  in  a  narrow  lane,  known 
then  as  “Nigger  Lane”  bordering  on  the  Mill  Pond,  lived 
the  poorest  people,  blacks  and  whites.  Among  the  blacks 
were  some  familiarly  known  as,  Dinah,  Hollis,  Butler, 
Redington,  Peter  Lefage,  a  Fiddler.  As  a  child,  I  fought 
shy  of  that  locality. 

High  Street  west  of  the  Irwin  house,  remains  at  the 
present  time  very  nearly  as  it  was  eighty  years  ago.  The 
rear  of  the  houses  on  the  southern  side  abut  on  the  hill, 
the  backs  of  the  lower  stories  being  practically  under 
ground.  Pease  and  Prices’  Bakery  is  just  to  the  west  of 
these  houses,  on  the  southern  side  of  High  Street  at  the 
corner  of  High  Street  Court,  which  leads  from  the  south¬ 
ern  side  of  High  Street.  At  the  corner  of  High  Street 
Court  which  leads  southerly  to  the  Palmer  house,  there  was 
in  the  days  of  my  boyhood  a  large  vacant  space  very  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  which  was  Mr.  James  Fisher’s  Twine  Fac¬ 
tory,  which  was  burned  July  8,  1832. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  Mill  Street  at  the  corner  of  Nor¬ 
man  &  Mill,  nearly  opposite  Norman  Street,  was  a  two 
story  wooden  store,  in  which  Captain  Ward  Chipman  kept 
West  India  Goods,  &c.  Next  south  of  this  was  a  passage¬ 
way  of  fifteen  feet  which  led  to  the  water,  upon  the  borders 
of  which  was  an  old  building  for  the  sale  of  fresh  fish. 
Next  south  was  the  Mansfield  house,  which  was  in  part 
upon  the  wharf.  The  northern  end  of  this  house  was  a 
bakery.  This  wharf  was  used  largely  for  lumber  and  was 
occupied  by  a  Mr.  Knight,  who  was  afterward  employed  as 
toll  keeper  on  the  Salem  turnpike.  At  the  southern  end  of 
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this  wharf  was  located  the  blacksmith  Shop  of  Mr.  Arad 
Pomeroy. 

In  front  of  Captain  Ward  Chipman’s  store  on  ;the  Mill 
Street  side,  stood  one  of  the  old  town  pumps,  so  numerous 
at  that  time.  This  locality  went  by  the  name  of  Chipman’s 
Comer. 

Opposite  Chipman  Corner,  on  the  west  side  of  Mill 
Street  are  two  houses  which  I  have  overlooked  hitherto. 
One  on  the  corner  of  Norman  Street  was  the  Mackintire 
house,  which  was  occupied  by  three  maiden  sisters,  who 
kept  a  small  variety  store.  The  other  was  the  house  of 
Rev.  Samuel  Worcester,  D.D.  His  son  who  was  also  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  was  my  contemporary.  He  and  I 
often  tramped  to  Lynnfield  some  twenty-five  years  ago  to 
see  the  drilling  of  the  recruits,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
war.  On  the  eastern  side  of  Mill  Street  just  across  the 
creek  from  Pomeroy’s  blacksmith  shop,  was  the  blacksmith 
shop  of  Mr.  Isaac  M.  Ireland,  which  I  used  to  frequent 
when  a  boy  and  where  I  sometimes  figured  as  an  amateur 
blacksmith.  One  day,  when  striking  to  the  tune  of  ten 
pound  ten,  I  neglected  to  draw  out  quickly  enough,  and  was 
struck  in  the  forehead  by  my  own  hammer.  This  sick¬ 
ened  me  of  blacksmithing. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  Mill  Street  and  of  Mr.  Ireland, 
was  a  saw  pit,  where  two  colored  men  Buttler  and  Reding- 
ton  who  were  formerly  slaves,  were  employed  by  Mr. 
Briggs,  shipbuilder,  which  business  was  carried  on  exten¬ 
sively  at  that  time.  Upon  the  dam  leading  along  the 
northern  side  of  Mill  Street  towards  South  Salem  were 
three  mills,  which  may  have  given  the  street  its  name.  The 
first  and  most  western,  the  gristmill  kept  by  Mr.  Ludden, 
the  one  next  south  was  a  saw  mill,  managed  by  Mr.  Jona¬ 
than  Kenney,  next  adjacent  was  a  snuff  Mill,  originally 
used  for  a  Chocolate  Mill.  This  was  kept  by  Mr.  William 
Micklefield. 

There  were  four  or  five  houses  on  the  northern  side  of 
High  Street,  between  Mill  Street  and  Gedney  Court.  The 
house  on  the  corner  of  the  court  was  quite  large,  nearly 
as  large  as  the  Godshall  house.  It  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
Fausell,  famous  for  making  gingerbread,  and  still  stands. 
To  the  west  of  Gedney  Street  on  the  northern  side  of  High 
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Street  was  the  house  of  William  Fabens,  Sr.,  the  house 
havinjj  brick  ends.  It  stands  to  the  present  day.  Mr. 
Isaac  Needham’s  house  was  on  the  same  side  of  Hi"h 
Street  at  the  corner  of  Summer  and  is  still  standin^j.  On 
the  eastern  side  of  Summer  Street  at  the  corner  of  Gedney 
Street  and  Summer  Street  is  a  house  built  by  Mr.  Henry 
Derby.  On  the  opposite  corner  was  a  house  havinj?  a  gar¬ 
den  on  each  side  and  at  the  back  owned  by  Mr.  Pickworth. 
Mr.  A.  Peabody  bought  the  estate,  tore  it  down,  and  upon 
its  site  erected  the  present  building  which  is  now  occupied 
by  his  widow. 

North  of  !Mr.  Pickworth’s  house,  on  the  corner  of  Creek 
and  Summer  Street  is  the  house  where  I  dwelt  during  the 
years  of  1826  and  27.  On  the  opposite  corner  of  Creek 
Street  was  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Joshua  Spaulding,  who 
was  at  one  time  pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  he  was 
afterwards  called  to  the  Howard  Street  Church.  Gardens, 
together  with  some  small  dwellings  on  the  northern  side 
of  Creek  Street  faced  a  few  small  houses  on  its  southern 
side.  These  houses  are  still  standing. 

I  was  apprenticed  in  1818  to  the  firm  of  Saville  &  Phip- 
pen,  tailors,  who  were  then  at  the  corner  of  Congress  & 
Water  Streets,  Boston.  I  finished  my  apprenticeship  in 
1820.  A  little  earlier  than  this,  while  I  was  in  Salem, 
occurred  the  war  of  1812.  I  made  a  practice  of  going  to 
the  wharves  to  see  the  prizes  which  our  privateersmen  had 
captiired. 

After  my  apprenticeship,  I  went  into  business  in  a  store 
in  the  western  end  of  the  old  Rust  Building  on  Essex  St., 
where  the  Price  Block  now  is.  The  name  of  the  firm  was 
Perkins  &  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Jeremiah  S.  Perkins,  my 
partner,  being  my  senior  by  two  years.  The  rent  of  our 
shop  was  sixty  dollars  a  year.  In  1825  I  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Perkins  and  took  a  shop  on  the  eastern  side  of  Washington 
Street,  in  what  was  known  as  the  Henfield  house.  The 
Asiatic  Bank  now  covers  the  siwt  where  the  Henfield  house 
stood.  I  remained  in  this  shop  till  1830  and  then  moved 
to  the  Chase  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street, 
■whose  site  is  now  covered  by  the  building  which  is  occu' 
pied  by  the  Holyoke  Insurance  Co.,  the  Salem  Bank  and 
several  other  offices. 
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The  bank  in  the  northern  end  of  the  Building:  is  in  the 
same  spot  that  was  occupied  by  my  shop  in  the  old  Chase 
building.  I  paid  $150  a  year  for  this  shop  and  remained 
there  till  1861.  The  present  occupants  of  the  Salem  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  now  pay  $1100.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  everything  looked  blue  and  discouraging.  I  sold 
out  and  kept  out  of  business  during  the  War. 

A  relative  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  had  gone  there  af¬ 
ter  its  surrender  gave  me  an  urgent  invitation  to  aid  him  in 
his  business,  and  being  out  of  employment,  and  having 
other  objects  in  view,  I  accepted  the  invitation.  I  soon 
saw  enough  of  the  effects  of  War,  and  turned  my  face 
homeward  after  bearing  witness  to  many  horrid  spectacles 
of  a  six  months’  Campaign,  but  I  had  gained  much  experi¬ 
ence.  After  the  close  of  the  War  in  1865  I  started  again 
in  business  in  the  Brick  building,  corner  Sewall  &  Essex 
Sts.,  owned  by  Robert  Peele,  the  rent  380  Dollars  for  year. 
In  1883  gave  up  business  being  in  my  84th  year. 

— Essex  Institute  Mss.  Collection. 
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From  Wildebness  to  Empire.  A  History  of  California, 
1542-1900.  By  Robert  Glass  Cleland.  1944.  388  pp., 
octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf. 
Price,  $4.00. 

Dr.  Cleland  has  written  a  ver^"  readable  history  of  the 
state  of  California.  The  volume  deals  with  the  discovery  of 
California  by  the  Spainards,  its  slow  growth  to  a  land  of 
moneyless  cattle  barons,  the  struggle  between  Mexicans  and 
Americans,  the  overnight  mushrooming  during  the  gold  rush 
and  the  building  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railway  and  its  eco¬ 
nomic  effect  on  the  state.  The  author  states  that  his  major 
objectives  are  first  to  adopt  a  liberal  viewpoint  and  second 
to  write  a  book  that  the  general  reader  would  enjoy  and  the 
historian  would  not  condemn.  For  those  who  would  like  to 
read  further  concerning  Californian  history,  a  bibliography 
is  included.  Another  volume  dealing  with  the  period  from 
1900  to  1943  will  appear  soon  as  a  companion  volume  to  this 
one.  A  study  of  the  cultural  and  literary  development  of 
California  will  he  included  in  this  second  volume. 

The  Russian  Fur  Trade,  1550-1700.  By  Raymond  H. 
Fisher.  1943.  275  pp.,  octavo,  paper,  illus.  Berkeley 
and  Los  Angeles:  University  of  California  Press.  Price, 
cloth  $3.00 ;  paper,  $2.25. 

The  author  has  produced  a  scholarly  study  of  the  Russian 
fur  trade  of  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  centuries.  This 
was  the  period  of  the  greatest  extent  of  the  fur  trade  which 
was  first  built  up  in  Russia  itself  and  then  expanded  to  Si¬ 
beria  and  beyond.  Russia’s  main  article  of  export  and  most 
important  commodity  was  her  furs,  during  this  period.  For 
several  centuries  she  supplied  Europe  with  most  of  its  furs, 
which  played  an  important  part  as  a  medium  of  exchange  be¬ 
tween  Europe  and  Asia  with  Russia  acting  as  a  middle  man. 
Mr.  Fisher  states,  “The  fur  trade  provided  on  one  hand,  the 
means  for  the  development  of  an  independent  commercial  class 
of  demonstrable  financial  power.  It  served,  on  the  other,  as 
the  most  important  single  force  behind  the  expansion  of  the 
Russian  people  into  Siberia.  Moreover,  not  only  did  it 
motivate  that  expansion,  but  it  also  paid  the  costs  of  it  and 
gave  to  Russia  an  empire  which  promises  to  be  the  geographic 
and  economic  base  of  the  Russia  to  come.  If  the  history  of 

(291) 


292 


BOOK  EEVIEWS 


Eussian  commerce  were  to  be  written  in  terms  of  any  one 
commodity,  it  would  have  to  be  written,  down  to  the  end  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  in  terms  of  the  fur  trade.” 

The  1)e(’eike  oe  a  (.'ottox  Textile  City,  a  Study  of  New 
liedford.  Jiy  Seymour  Louis  Wolfbein.  1944.  179 

pf).,  octavo,  cloth.  New  York:  ('olumbia  Cniversity 
Cress.  Price,  $2.50. 

Dr.  Wolfbein  describes  the  decline  of  the  cotton  textile  city 
of  New  Iledl'ord.  He  discusses  the  factors  which  make  the 
cotton  industry  unpredictable  and  unbalanml — such  as  the 
tluctuatiufj;  prices  of  raw  material,  the  complete  separation 
between  production  and  distribution  resultinji  in  disorf^anized 
market  jirocedure,  and  a  larfje  amount  of  unused  mill  capac¬ 
ity.  The  chief  cause  of  the  economic  decline  not  only  in  New 
Ecdford  but  also  in  other  one  industry  towns  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  has  been  the  shift  of  cotton  manufacture  from  the  North 
to  the  South  due  to  cheap  labor  and  to  nearness  to  the  cot¬ 
ton  fields  which  supjily  the  raw  material.  As  a  solution  to 
her  unemployment  problem.  New  Bedford  has  attem])ted  to 
induce  other  industries  to  locate  there.  This  case-study  by 
Dr.  Wolfbein  of  the  causes  and  results  of  the  decline  of  New 
Bedford’s  cotton  industry  and  of  that  city’s  vigorous  attempt 
to  establish  a  new  economic  basis  for  itself  throws  light  upon 
the  experience  of  other  American  cities  during  the  decade  of 
the  thirties. 
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Showing  the  sixteen  places  from  which  fifteen  cities  and  towns  in  Essex  County,  Massachusetts 
took  their  names.  One  of  the  fifteen,  our  Manchester,  may  have  been  named  for  the 
English  city,  but  more  probably  for  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

Sketched  by  John  C.  Bergen 


